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FOREWORD
OVER THE PAST FEW DECADES, QATAR’S MARCH OF DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN 
PROGRESSING CONFIDENTLY, GENERATION AFTER GENERATION, AND TODAY WE ARE 
ENTERING A NEW PHASE TOWARDS A PROMISING FUTURE, HAVING WOUND UP THE YEAR 
2016 WITH IMMENSE MILESTONES IN VARIOUS FIELDS.

This harvest is proof that the eminent position in which the country finds itself today, 
boasting the highest international indicators in all fields, is not an accident. It is the result 
of concentrated effort, a strong will and an honest insistence on success that all can 
testify to. Qatar has sketched the destiny of future generations through implementing 
many policies that are conducive to enhancing the role of the youth out of its unwavering 
belief that they are the true and promising future of the country.

In spite of decreasing oil prices and an unstable economic atmosphere in the region, 
the Qatari economy is still solid, thanks to the sustainable growth of the non-oil sector. 
The State of Qatar enjoys abundant resources that have enabled it to pass through 
international crises and accomplish remarkable milestones. That is why low oil prices 
not only did not pose a serious impediment to Qatari development and progress but 
were rather used as a springboard to formulate its economic options and introduce 
reforms, some of which were largely welcomed by nationals and expats alike. However, 
the results of those reforms, like those made to the kafala system, are yet to be seen. 

Qatar was able to power through due to the momentum created by generous 
government spending on infrastructure projects including those for the FIFA World Cup 
2022 and the vast expansion of non-oil economic activities. The clearly defined policies 
of HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and his call to combat the culture of 
consumption and waste and replace extravagance by developing the culture of planning, 
work and achievement were also decisive factors in the buoyancy of the country in all 
these unfavourable conditions. Other factors include reforms such as the privatisation of 
some state-owned health and educational services and facilities and revising subsidies 
offered to citizens on some products and services.

On the international front the State of Qatar exerted great efforts in the field of 
education and community building, and in contributing to the achievement of the UN 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals which it has considerably cared for. At the World 
Humanitarian Summit held in Istanbul in 23-24 of May 2016, Qatar pledged $10 billion 
worth of support over the next 10 years for humanitarian and development initiatives 
across the world. With these internal and external achievements Qatar is drafting a new 
roadmap to accomplish its desired objectives.
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nother factor driving the 
economic growth has been the 
government’s strong spending 
on infrastructure projects 
including those related to the 

2022 FIFA World Cup event. 
However, the nominal gross domestic product 

(GDP) was expected to contract by 2.9%, reflecting 
the drop in global hydrocarbon prices, according 
to a report from the Ministry of Development 
Planning and Statistics (MDPS).

The report entitled "Qatar Economic Outlook 
(2016-2018)", which was released in June 2016, 

further said that hydrocarbon production will 
again plateau, but solid expansion in non-
hydrocarbon activities will sustain overall 
economic momentum in the next two years. 
“Services will be the largest contributor to growth, 
followed by construction. As attention turns 
towards completing current projects rather than 
starting new ones, and as population growth 
eases, growth in the non-hydrocarbon sector is 
expected to moderate. The real GDP expanded by 
3.7% in 2015, but the fall in oil prices during the 
year led nominal GDP to decline, for the first time 
since 2009, by 20.6%, the report added.

CURB SPENDING
Hinting that there will be no room for 
complacency, HH The Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani gave a clarion call to people to 
fight a “culture of consumption” in order to survive 
in a low oil price environment. The country had 
challenges to overcome in a new fiscal reality and 
policies should be put in place to curb spending 
and encourage people to contribute to the local 
economy, he said in a speech at the opening 
session of the 45th Advisory Council in November.

“There are challenges that we should tackle, 
which are related to the motives and values of 

ROBUST AND 
GOING STRONG
DRIVEN BY SUSTAINED GROWTH IN THE NON-HYDROCARBON SECTOR 
AMID LOW OIL PRICES AND ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY IN THE REGION, 
QATAR’S ECONOMY REMAINED STABLE AND THE REAL ECONOMIC 
GROWTH RATE IS EXPECTED TO BE AROUND 3.9% IN 2016.

“There are challenges that we should tackle, which 
are related to the motives and values of our country's 
youth and the impact of the culture of consumption on 
these motives and values. Without that we cannot move 
forward; wealth alone is not sufficient. Citizenship is 
an affiliation, a sense of belonging, which incorporates 
rights on the part of the state as well as duties towards 
the community and the state.”

HIS HIGHNESS SHEIKH TAMIM BIN HAMAD 
AL THANI
THE EMIR 
STATE OF QATAR

A
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our country's youth and the impact of the culture 
of consumption on these motives and values. 
Without that we cannot move forward; wealth 
alone is not sufficient. Citizenship is an affiliation, 
sense of belonging, which incorporates rights on 
the part of the state as well as duties towards the 
community and the state,” he said.

Quoting an IMF report, he said that in spite of 
the sharp decline in oil and gas prices the GDP 
at constant prices posted an annual growth 
rate of around 3.6% in 2015, in comparison with 
the average 1.9% growth rates in oil-exporting 
countries in the Middle East. He also proposed 
several reforms that included privatising some 
state-run health and education services, and 
a review of subsidies offered to citizens on 
some products and services. “I wish to curb 
extravagance and waste and instead develop 
a culture of planning, work and achievement,”  
he added.

A VIBRANT ECONOMY
The Minister of Economy and Commerce, HE 
Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim bin Mohammed Al 
Thani, while addressing a conference in Doha 
in November, said that the country’s economy 
continued to remain vibrant due to its strong 
macroeconomic fundamentals and has emerged 
as one of the most competitive economies in 
the world. "Despite global economic challenges 
and falling energy prices, Qatar’s GDP registered 
a growth of 3.7% in 2015, exceeding the 
global average of 3.3%. Our macroeconomic 
fundamentals are strong and we expect the 
economy would grow by 3.9% in 2016,” he said.

DEFICIT BUDGET AND REFORMS
The year under review also witnessed Qatar 
posting a budget deficit of QR46.56 billion 
($12.8 billion), the shortfall comprising the 
difference between QR156 billion ($42.8 billion) 
in forecast revenues and QR202.5 billion ($55.6 
billion) in forecast expenditure, for the first 
time in the last 15 years due to continued low  
hydrocarbon prices. 

However, Qatar has taken several measures 
such as reducing its dependence on 
hydrocarbon revenues and launched economic 
diversification programmes in the last five years.

The MDPS also predicted that Doha will 
run budget deficits for at least three years as 
it adjusts its economy to the fall in oil prices, 
which have dropped by more than half since 
2014. The deficit is expected to be 7.8% this year, 
increase to 7.9% in 2017 and fall to 4.2% the next 
year, the Ministry said in its report.

Global rating agency Fitch has predicted 
that Qatar’s non-hydrocarbon economy, which 
recorded a remarkable growth of 10% over 
the past five years, dropping marginally to an 
estimated 8% last year and is expected to be 
about 6% this year.

The private sector was accorded top priority 
in playing a key role in economic development 
and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
were given a big boost so their contribution 
to the GDP would be substantial and for 
generating more employment while market 
regulations were relaxed to attract foreign  
direct investment. 

The government has exempted SMEs from 

some requirements in government tenders such 
as financial guarantees, has updated trade laws 
and legislation to liberalise certain goods and 
services from the commercial agents’ monopoly 
and to permit non-agents to import them, and 
modified corporate laws and legislation and 
methods of drafting financial statements of 
companies so as to comply with international 
standards. A new law is being mooted on Public 
Private Partnerships to award government 
projects to the private sector and ensure their 
high-quality and low-cost implementation. This 
is aimed at luring foreign investors to Qatar.

Aware of the fall in revenues, the government 
has initiated steps like increasing the price 
of petrol by more than 30% in January and 
announced its decision to introduce Value 
-Added Tax in the form of a 5% levy on certain 
goods from January 2018. The government also 
proposes to introduce a “sin tax” on products 
like tobacco, alcohol and energy drinks, and to  
enhance stamp duties from 2017.

A report from BMI Research said that among 
all GCC countries, Qatar has been best-equipped 
to manage the economic slowdown. 

The report also said that 2017 will bring a 
notable divergence in growth between Qatar, 
the UAE, and the rest of the Gulf States, with 
Qatar’s economy improving steadily to reach 
4.1% by 2020. The present environment is 
spurring governments to enact structural and 
fiscal reform and officials across the GCC will 
look into private investment for infrastructure 
projects as a means to “lessen the pain of 
government cuts,” the report added 

“Despite global economic challenges and falling 
energy prices, Qatar’s GDP registered a growth of 3.7% 
in 2015, exceeding the global average of 3.3% . Our 
macroeconomic fundamentals are strong and we expect 
the economy would grow by 3.9% in 2016.”

HE SHEIKH AHMED BIN JASSIM BIN 
MOHAMMED AL THANI
MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND COMMERCE
STATE OF QATAR
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ith an average asset 
growth of 12% in the 
wake of corporate activity 
and consumer demand, 
the country’s banking 

sector has moved ahead at a rapid pace in the last 
five years and is expected to perform steadily in 
the next five years. 

The country’s booming economy has helped in 
Qatar’s domestic banks’ stupendous growth for 
nearly a decade. The pace accelerated after Qatar 
started developing its hydrocarbon resources to 
become the world’s largest exporter of LNG and 
after the private sector’s involvement in the mega 
infrastructure projects that were taken up for 
hosting the FIFA World Cup in 2022.

Except for the Commercial Bank of Qatar the 

other banks including three of the four Islamic 
banks have withstood the impact of sliding oil 
prices for the second consecutive year by posting 
profits, and with rating agencies predicting a rise 
in oil prices in the coming year, it can be safely 
concluded that happy days are here again for the 
banking sector.

In a statement on its website, Commercial Bank 
of Qatar, its subsidiaries and associates reported a 
net profit of QR491 million in the first nine months 
of 2016 compared with QR1.34 billion for the 
corresponding period in 2015, a decrease of 63%. 

However, the total assets increased by 4% 
to QR123.9 billion from QR119.2 billion while 
customer loans and advances rose by 4% to QR76 
billion and customer deposits also increased by 
4% to QR66.7 billion in the first nine months of 

this year, the statement said. The other domestic 
banks recorded profits in the first nine months  
of 2016.

OUTLOOK STABLE
In a report entitled “Banking System Outlook - 
Qatar: Resilient Operating Environment Despite 
Funding Pressures Drive Stable Outlook,” rating 
agency Moody’s said that Qatar’s banking 
system was expected to remain stable despite 
the economic slowdown driven by low oil prices 
and the overall resilience is underpinned by the 
government’s continued deployment of its ample 
resources to maintain capital expenditure.

“We expect continued spending by the 
Qatari government to support credit growth, 
thereby providing a relatively robust lending 

KEEPING PACE 
WITH PROGRESS
DESPITE ECONOMIC HEADWINDS AMID FALLING OIL PRICES, IMPACT ON THE 
GROWTH OF THE COUNTRY’S BANKING SECTOR HAS BEEN MINIMAL DURING THE 
YEAR, IF THE BANKS’ PERFORMANCE IN 2016 IS ANY INDICATION. 

“Higher credit demand, particularly from industry 
and services sectors such as education and health, is 
expected to provide the required impetus for healthy 
asset growth for the banking sector.” 

HE SHEIKH ABDULLA BIN SAOUD AL THANI
GOVERNOR 
QATAR CENTRAL BANK

W
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environment for the country’s banks,” said 
Nitish Bhojnagarwala, Assistant Vice President  
at Moody’s. 

Qatari banks continued to maintain strong 
capital adequacy ratios, despite strong lending 
growth in the recent years. “We expect underlying 
capital buffers to stabilise after the recent growth-
driven decline, driven by slower credit growth 
combined with higher profit retention,” he said.

However, the domestic banks would still 
likely have to face funding shortfalls despite the 
overall resilience in the operating environment. 
The continued credit growth, compounded by 
a sizeable reduction in deposit inflows from the 
government and related entities due to lower oil 
prices, was expected to apply pressure on loans-
to-deposit ratios.

“Aggregate deposit levels from government-
related entities had recently fallen to 32% of 
the system total as of March 2016, down from 
42% since 2013, thereby creating a funding 
gap. Consequently, banks’ reliance on market 
funding is likely to go up in 2016 and 2017, raising 
refinancing risks and hence leaving the banks 
more vulnerable to shifts in market sentiment,” 
Moody’s report added.

IN THE PINK OF HEALTH
In its latest Financial Stability Review report, 
the Qatar Central Bank (QCB) said that the 
country’s banks remained healthy as a whole as 

more than 80% of their non-performing loans  
were provisioned. 

The banking sector continued to provide 
support to the real sectors by providing credit, 
while keeping the non-performing loans in check, 
the federal bank said in the report.

“Though macroeconomic conditions are not so 
favourable owing to persistent low hydrocarbon 
prices, economic activity is expected to grow 
at a sustainable level supported by investment 
commitments for the FIFA 2022 World Cup as 
well due to the diversification strategy,” the  
report said.

As far as banking outreach is concerned, Qatar 
has been playing a key role and illustratively the 
outreaches of the banking sector in terms of 
most indicators have improved substantially. 
Although the number of branches per million of 
population – a measure of demographic branch 
penetration – has ebbed a bit, the demographic 
ATM penetration remained level. The geographic 
penetrations, both in terms of branches and ATMs, 
have improved during the period. In nominal 
terms, the number of deposit accounts grew by 
13.1% while the credit accounts grew by around 
7% indicating a considerable growth in outreach.

The Qatari banks have been fully compliant with 
Basel III capital adequacy ratio (CAR) standards 
since April 2014, with a capital adequacy ratio of 
15.6% at the end of 2015, and efforts are on to 
increase this ratio. 

 “Although CARs moderated a bit, the banks 
remained healthy overall as more than 80% of 
their non-performing loans were provisioned 
and market liquidity stood at comfortable levels 
while the banks’ borrowing costs remained under 
control,” the report pointed out.

In an interview with The Banker magazine, QCB 
Governor HE Sheikh Abdulla bin Saoud Al Thani 
said that low global hydrocarbon prices have 
posed many challenges to oil-exporting countries, 
including Qatar, and the global economy. These 
nations witnessed a decline in hydrocarbon 
exports, deterioration in fiscal conditions, a 
tightening of domestic liquidity and an overall 
growth slowdown.

“Low oil prices have also offered many 
opportunities, especially in oil-exporting 
countries, to further the economic diversification 
strategies to achieve sustainable growth,”  
he averred. 

While Qatar too was affected by the low oil 
prices, the economic diversification programme 
initiated by the government as part of its National 
Development Strategy 2011-16 saw to it that the 
impact was minimal.

Qatar’s economy is witnessing a structural 
change, as its shift in dependency away from 
the hydrocarbon sector builds momentum, and 
banks are playing a role in this. “Higher credit 
demand, particularly from industry and services 
sectors such as education and health, is expected 

“Turkey, with its significant market size, population, 
growth track record, strong economic and banking 
sector and strategic location as a gateway between 
Europe, Asia and Africa, represents a high-growth 
market where we have competitive advantage.”

ALI AHMED AL KUWARI 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
QATAR NATIONAL BANK GROUP
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to provide the required impetus for healthy asset 
growth for the banking sector,” he said and added 
that increased activity in the infrastructure sector, 
as well as the population growth accompanying 
it, was expected to lead to credit demand from 
banks to the consumption and real estate sectors.

OVERSEAS EXPANSION
With the local market reaching a point of 
saturation, Qatari banks continued their 
expansion spree abroad in countries such as 
India, Turkey, Morocco and Cuba during the year.

In one of the largest overseas investments by a 
domestic bank, Qatar National Bank (QNB) Group 
has acquired a 99.81% stake in Turkish lender 
Finansbank for QR10.74 billion ($2.95 billion) in 
2016. QNB Group will launch a Mandatory Tender 
Offer (MTO) in Turkey for the remaining 0.19%.

The addition of Turkey as a new market and 
one of the leading Turkish banks to its network 
reflects QNB Group’s confidence in the long-term 

prospects of the financial sector and economy 
of Turkey. With an active customer base of 5.3 
million, Finansbank has QR116.48 billion ($32 
billion) in assets, QR79.35 billion ($21.8 billion) 
in loans and QR62.28 billion ($17.3 billion) in 
deposits and total equity amounted to QR13.83 
billion ($3.8 billion) as per International Financial 
Reporting Standards as of March 31, 2016.

Describing the transaction as a “breakthrough” 
in QNB’s vision to becoming a Middle East and 
Africa icon by 2017, QNB Group Chief Executive 
Officer Ali Ahmed Al Kuwari said that their strategy 
was to focus on high-growth markets where QNB 
saw a competitive advantage. 

“Turkey, with its significant market size, 
population, growth track record, strong economic 
and banking sector and strategic location as 
a gateway between Europe, Asia and Africa, 
represents such a market,” he said. In a related 
development, QNB has announced that it will 
soon open a representative office in Cuba, 

becoming the first bank from the GCC region to 
do so, and that it has received approval to open 
a branch in India.

Morocco is among the North African countries 
where Islamic banks are keen to launch their 
operations after the government enacted 
legislation regulating Islamic finance in the 
country and allowing them to enter the domestic 
market, and the Morocco Central Bank has set up 
a central Sharia board with the country’s body of 
Islamic scholars to oversee the new industry.

In fact, Qatar International Islamic Bank (QIIB) 
has entered into an agreement with Morocco’s 
Crédit Immobilier et Hôtelier (CIH) Bank to open 
an Islamic bank in that country. QIIB will take a 
40% stake in the new bank. Morocco’s Central 
Bank has said that it would issue approvals for the 
proposed bank to start operations in early 2017. 
Besides QIIB, Qatar’s second-largest Islamic bank, 
Masraf Al Rayan, has been asked to open Islamic 
banking subsidiaries in Morocco 

“Banks’ creditworthiness will remain broadly resilient. 
This resilience will help maintain solid economic growth 
and create a supportive environment for the country’s 
banks. We expect bank earnings to decline slightly but to 
remain strong overall.”
 
NITISH BHOJNAGARWALA
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
MOODY’S

PERFORMANCE OF QATARI BANKS

Name of the bank Net profit Total assets Net profits Total assets

(From Jan till Oct in 2016) (From Jan till Oct in 2015)

Commercial Bank of Qatar QR491 million QR123.9 billion QR1.34 billion QR119.2 billion

Qatar Islamic Bank QR1.605 billion QR135 billion QR1.4 billion QR123 billion

Qatar National Bank QR9.7 billion QR713 billion QR8.7 billion QR521 billion

Ahli Bank QR503.5 million  --------------- QR505.7 million  ---------

Doha Bank QR1.019 billion* QR84.5 billion QR1.14 billion* QR82.3 billion

Qatar Intl Islamic Bank QR666.4 million* QR43.1 billion QR656.5 million* QR38.8 billion

Masraf Al Rayan QR1.56 billion QR86.95 billion QR1.51 billion QR79.88 billion
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he tiny Gulf nation, in fact, 
had started supplying LNG to 
new destinations such as Italy, 
Poland and Pakistan to stave 
off any challenge from the 

new plants in Australia or the United States due 
to its shale gas production. Other LNG industry 
upstarts such as Mozambique, Tanzania, Egypt, 
Israel, and Cyprus are also expected to enter the 
global gas markets in the near future and likely to 
pose a challenge to Qatar’s LNG exports.

In its medium-term gas market report for 2016, 
the International Energy Agency (IEA) said that 
weakening fundamentals and much lower oil 
prices have resulted not only in lower gas prices 
but also in strong convergence across regional 
benchmarks. In the first five months of this year, 
the average differential between Asian LNG spot 
prices and US prices was just $2.5/MBTU – a far 
cry from the average spread of around $11/MBTU 
that had prevailed between 2011 and 2014. 

Well-supplied gas markets are set to keep 
global spot prices under pressure over the next 
few years while the emergence of large quantities 

of flexible LNG supplies from the United States 
is set to maintain a close link between North 
American prices and spot gas prices in other 
regions.

“We see massive quantities of LNG exports 
coming online while, despite lower gas prices, 
demand continues to soften in traditional 
markets. These contradictory trends will both 
impact trade and keep spot gas prices under 
pressure,” said IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol, 
adding that the combined factors of cheaper coal 
and continued strong renewables growth were 
blocking gas from expanding more rapidly in the 
power sector.

Birol warned that the present glut could 
foreshadow a number of supply-side challenges 
and security risks down the road, noting that a 
growing level of LNG export capacity had gone 
offline during the past five years due to technical 
and security issues, and that such problems could 
get worse with low oil and gas prices. 

As producers slash investments to refocus 
on cost reductions and budget savings, he said 
that such efforts may be too late for global gas 

markets to rebalance during this decade, but 
could sow the seeds for tighter markets into the 
next decade.

QATAR’S PLANS
But Qatar, which has an advantage as the 
production cost of LNG is low compared with its 
competitors, made it clear that it would pursue a 
strategy to maintain its share of global production 
amid low prices.

“In a context of surplus shipping capacity and a 
looming glut in global LNG supplies, Qatar intends 
to consider and follow innovative marketing 
policies to protect its market share,” the Ministry 
of Development Planning and Statistics (MDPS) 
said in a report. 

Another advantage to Qatar is that it operates 
the largest LNG fleet in the world and maintains 
cordial relations with its consumers. This was 
illustrated when Japan’s nuclear plant at 
Fukushima was shut after being hit by a massive 
tsunami in March 2011 and Qatar ensured that 
Japan received adequate supplies. 

S&P Global Platts, the leading independent 

ADVANTAGE QATAR
DECLINING OIL AND GAS PRICES DID NOT ALTER THE POSITION OF QATAR AS 
THE WORLD’S LARGEST EXPORTER OF LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS (LNG) DURING 
THE YEAR. 

 “While the low price and oversupplied market 
environment will benefit consumers in the short term, it 
is also likely to lead to a new period of market tightness 
and price spikes at some point in the future.”

HE DR MOHAMMED BIN SALEH ABDULLA  
AL SADA
MINISTER OF ENERGY AND INDUSTRY 
STATE OF QATAR

T
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provider of information and benchmark prices for 
the commodities and energy markets, said that 
LNG production in Qatar in the first six months 
of 2016 was 3% higher compared with the 
corresponding period last year.

Australia, which produced 25 MTs of LNG in 
2015, has invested $200 billion in various LNG 
projects and plans to ramp up production to 88 
MTs in 2017 and overtake Qatar, which produced 
77.1 MTs in 2015, to become the world’s  
largest exporter.

But the low-priced environment has deterred 
many countries from making further investments 
in the LNG industry, while Australian LNG 
producer Santos announced holding back 
production at its Gladstone plant. Added to this, 
Qatar has renegotiated prices with energy-hungry 
nations such as India to retain its position.

The amount of LNG volume delivered to South 
Asian countries such as India and Pakistan 
during the first half of the year climbed almost 
50% year on year, but the demand from East 
Asian countries like Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Japan, South Korea and China has 
weakened, S&P Global Platts data showed. Qatari 
LNG volume deliveries to South Asia hit 7,138,785 
MTs between January and June in 2016, up 46% 
compared with the corresponding period in 2015. 
While India received 6,045,886 MTs, Pakistan 
received 1,092,899 MTs, the data said.

BLESSING IN DISGUISE
Given the surge in global LNG production, 
gas prices are likely to be under pressure for 
some time but will Qatar be impacted by  

these developments?
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah Foundation for 

Energy & Sustainable Development Chairman  
HE Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah said that the low 
prices are an opportunity to increase efficiency 
and make production more cost-effective, which 
will increase profit margins once prices rebound. 
He was talking at a panel discussion organised by 
Brookings Doha Center in Doha early this year. 
“Qatar has already developed its infrastructure 
and facilities, its production costs are lower than 
for incoming competitors, giving it a market 
advantage. Qatar is also one of the few countries 
that manage the full production chain: upstream, 
downstream, and transportation, which allows it 
to be highly flexible and reliable,” he said.

The low prices will deter some competitors 
from entering the market and force others to 
abandon new projects, thus maintaining Qatar’s 
position as the leading gas exporter. It will also 
present an opportunity for Qatar to attract new 
consumers, get rid of upcoming producers, and 
increase its efficiency, he added. 

PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY
Addressing an energy conference in Tokyo 
on November 24, Qatar’s Energy and Industry 
Minister HE Dr Mohammed bin Saleh Abdulla Al 
Sada said that the global LNG market has entered 
a period of uncertainty as the current low price 
environment deterred investment in new supply 
projects, according to a Reuters report. “While the 
low price and oversupplied market environment 
will benefit consumers in the short term, it is also 
likely to lead to a new period of market tightness 

and price spikes at some point in the future,” the 
Minister predicted.

According to him, the uncertain environment 
would curtail investment that could restrict future 
supplies, investment that will be needed to meet 
forecast LNG demand growth. “The combined 
effect of the slow global economy and rising LNG 
supplies will lead to an oversupplied LNG market 
which will take some time to rebalance,” the 
Minister added.

BARZAN DELAYED AGAIN
The much-awaited QR37.49 billion Barzan gas 
project, which was aimed at meeting the surging 
domestic energy demand, has been delayed 
again, Reuters said. The commissioning of the 
Barzan gas project is a joint venture between 
Qatar Petroleum and ExxonMobil and was to be 
inaugurated on November 26 this year but was 
delayed after officials discovered a leak in an 
upstream gas pipeline. 

The project was expected to enhance the 
country’s gas production capacity by up to 
56.6 million cubic metres per day and raise the 
proportion of Qatar’s gas used domestically to 
28% by 2018 from 14.3% in 2011, according to 
Qatar National Bank (QNB). 

QNB has also said the additional gas and 
condensate production from Barzan should 
lift Qatar’s hydrocarbon output growth to 0.7% 
in 2017 and 1% in 2018. The bank forecasts the 
manufacturing sector will grow by 8% as the 
additional Barzan gas output will boost the 
production of refined products, fertilisers and 
petrochemicals 

“Qatar has already developed its infrastructure and 
facilities, and its production costs are lower than for 
incoming competitors, giving it a market advantage. 
Qatar is also one of the few countries that manage the 
full production chain: upstream, downstream, and 
transportation, which allows it to be highly flexible and 
reliable.”

HE ABDULLAH BIN HAMAD AL ATTIYAH
CHAIRMAN
ABDULLAH BIN HAMAD AL ATTIYAH FOUNDATION FOR 
ENERGY & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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AIMING HIGH
THE ABSENCE OF STIMULATING DATA, CONFLICTS IN PARTS OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND THE ADVERSE IMPACT OF LOW OIL PRICES FOR THE SECOND 
CONSECUTIVE YEAR IN 2016 DID NOT DETER THE QATAR STOCK EXCHANGE (QSE) 
FROM MARCHING AHEAD TO BE RECLASSIFIED AS A MORGAN STANLEY CAPITAL 
INTERNATIONAL (MSCI) “DEVELOPED MARKET” IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

“The ETF initiative is just one of many that we have 
introduced or are working to introduce in our market 
as a means of broadening the range of products and 
services we offer and to improve the capital markets 
infrastructure.” 

RASHID BIN ALI AL MANSOORI
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
QATAR STOCK EXCHANGE

hen MSCI Chairman and 
CEO Henry Fernandez along 
with senior executives 
visited the bourse in May, 
QSE CEO Rashid bin Ali Al 

Mansoori exuded confidence, saying that Qatar 
will maintain its position as leader in the region by 
attracting global capital into its financial markets. 
“Our strategy has been to continue to increase 
Qatar’s weight in the MSCI Emerging Markets 
Index by increasing the foreign ownership levels 
and liquidity of listed companies. In addition, we 
are working toward adding more high-quality 
companies. We are committed to developing 
the efficient market infrastructure required for 
achieving developed market status,” he added. 

Moving to the next level means Qatar can 
attract more investments on par with those in 

Europe and the Americas. At present, only Israel in 
the entire Middle East and North Africa is included 
in the list of developed markets in the world.

The MSCI developed markets include the 
United States, Canada, Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK, Australia, 
Hong Kong, Japan, New Zealand and Singapore. 
Statistically speaking, the countries on the MSCI 
Emerging Markets Index represent around 10% of 
global market capitalisation while those on the 
MSCI World Index represent around 85%.

MINIMUM IMPACT
Despite the drop in oil prices, Qatar’s equity 
market has been supported by its strong economy 
and the country’s major infrastructure projects 

and investments are progressing as planned and 
will not be impacted. In fact, the QSE received a 
fillip in its efforts to become a developed market 
with the Financial Times Stock Exchange (FTSE) 
Russel Index upgrading Qatar from Frontier to 
Secondary Emerging Market within its global 
equity index series. The first tranche of 50% 
was implemented in September 2016 and the 
other will be done in conjunction with the March 
2017 semi-annual review.The FTSE upgrade is 
expected to result in passive inflows to the tune 
of around QR3.64 billion ($1 billion).

After the QSE was included in the MSCI 
Emerging Markets Index in May 2014, more than 
QR11 billion ($3 billion) has flowed into the 
market from global institutional investors. Later, 
the S&P Dow Jones Global Index also reclassified 
Qatar as an emerging market in September 2014 

W
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and this pushed the daily trading volume from 
around QR300 million ($82.39 million) to QR900 
million ($247.17 million). 

ANOTHER ENTRANT
Qatar First Bank (QFB), which deals with matters 
pertaining to Sharia-compliant financial and 
investment services, became the first private-
sector company to be listed on the QSE since 
2010 and it was the first bank to be added in nine 
years. The Bank, which is the 44th company to 
be listed on the QSE, has an authorised capital 
of QR2.5 billion and the issued capital is QR2 
billion which is paid up 100%. Even state-owned 
enterprises such as Qatar Airways, Al Jazeera 
and transport operator Mowasalat are said to be 
considering a public listing while private firms 
like UrbaCon Trading & Contracting and Aljaber 
Group were also keen on a share issuance.

DECLINE IN PROFITS
In an official release, the QSE said that the 
financial statements of 43 out of the 44 listed 
companies have earned a cumulative net profit 
of QR31.23 billion in the first nine months of 
2016 compared with QR34.9 billion for the same 
period in 2015.The profits of these 43 companies 
have decreased by 10.7%.

Of the seven sectors, only three – telecom, 
insurance and banking – registered net profits 
and enhanced their contributions to the overall 
net profitability, as per information culled from 
the QSE website.

The banks and financial services sector, which 
has 13 listed constituents, reported a cumulative 
net profit of QR15.96 billion, contributing 51.1% 
to the overall net profitability compared with 
44.64% for the corresponding period in 2015. 

The industrials sector, which has eight listed 
constituents, saw its cumulative net profit 
at QR5.89 billion, contributing 18.86% to the 
overall net profitability compared with 21.48% 
for the same period during the previous year. 

The telecom sector’s cumulative net profit was 
QR1.83 billion, contributing 5.86% to overall  net 
profitability against 5.03% for the corresponding 
period in 2015. 

Similarly, the insurance sector, which has five 
listed companies, saw its net profit at QR1 billion, 
which is 3.2% of the overall net profitability 
against 2.8% for the previous year period. 

The consumer goods sector, which has nine 
listed entities, witnessed QR1.58 billion net 
profit. The earnings contribution to overall net 
profit was flat at 5.06%. The real estate segment, 
which has four listed entities, reported a net 
profit of QR3.32 billion, constituting 10.63% of 
the overall net profitability against 15.67% for the 
corresponding period of 2015. 

The cumulative net profit of the transport 
sector, which has three listed companies, was 
QR1.66 billion, contributing 5.32% to the overall 
net profitability compared with 5.29% for the 
previous year.

ETFs SOON
The much-awaited launch of Exchange Traded 
Funds (ETFs) on QSE is expected to take place, 
according to Al Mansoori. ETFs are essential to 
build investment portfolios and have QR10.92 
trillion ($3 trillion) of assets under management 
around the world.

Speaking at an investment awareness seminar 
on December 4, he said that ETFs were vital 
in the investment landscape covering every 
conceivable asset type, market sector and 
trading strategy. The ETFs were being used by 
a wide array of investors because of their cost-
effectiveness and ease of use.

He said that they were expecting to list two 
ETFs on the QSE in the very near future: the first 
ETF will follow QE Al Rayan Islamic Index and the 
second will follow the QSE Index. 

“The ETF initiative is just one of many that we 
have introduced or are working to introduce in 
our market as a means of broadening the range 

of products and services we offer and to improve 
the capital markets infrastructure,” he said. 

‘’We have introduced liquidity provision as a 
service for our listed companies, and followed it 
up with margin trading and the trading of rights 
issues. We hope these products and initiatives 
will be followed in due course by other products 
such as REITs, the introduction of other new 
services such as securities lending and borrowing 
and covered short selling, and the launch of the 
Venture Market to serve our SMEs,” he said.

Margin trading is aimed at boosting liquidity 
in the market and providing new financing 
channels for investors, especially those who are 
willing to buy large amounts of stocks for their 
portfolios, the CEO said. Qatar is the third GCC 
nation to have margin trading, in which investors 
borrow money from a broker to purchase stocks 
and increase the size of their bets. It has been 
allowed in the United Arab Emirates since 2012 
and Oman since 2013.

ENTICING INVESTORS
In a bid to attract more foreign investment, the 
government has enacted a new law approving 
100% of project capital by non-Qataris in different 
sectors, provided they have a Qatari national 
as their agent. The legislation will replace Law 
No. 13 of 2000 to open up the country to greater 
foreign investment.

Further, foreign investors can own up to 49% 
of the capital of companies listed on the QSE, 
subject to government approval, and own more 
than 49% if the proposal is backed by ministers. 
However, GCC citizens are treated as Qatari 
citizens when it comes to ownership of QSE-
listed companies. The legislation applies to 
among others, any cash transferred to the state 
through banks and licensed financial companies, 
assets imported for investment purposes, 
profits, revenues and reserves accumulated 
from the investment of non-Qatari capital in any  
Qatari project 
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A YEAR OF ACTION
UNDER NEW LEADERSHIP AND A NEW STRATEGIC DIRECTION, THE QATAR 
FINANCIAL CENTRE HAD AN EVENTFUL 2016 THAT SET THE TONE FOR THE 
YEARS TO COME.

he Qatar Financial Centre 
was established in 2005 
to attract international 
financial institutions and 
multinational corporations 

to the financial services sector. It has its own 
tax regulations and rules, and Qatari tax laws 
do not apply to the licensed activities of entities 
established in the QFC. This allows registered 
entities to establish offices in Qatar with 100% 
foreign ownership. All profits may be remitted 
outside of Qatar, although the QFC does not 
consider itself an offshore centre, free zone or 
property development company. Every QFC-
registered company pays 10% corporate tax 
on locally sourced profits, one of the lowest 
corporate tax rates in the world. A 90% Qatari-
owned QFC limited liability company that fulfills 
certain conditions may elect for its chargeable 
profits to be charged to tax at  the concessionary 
rate of 0%. At the start of 2016 a total of 188 
companies were licensed to operate in the 
centre — 66 in regulated financial services, 83 
in professional and business services, and 39 in 
investment and management services, up from 
165 firms in total in 2013.

One will undoubtedly look back at Chief 
Executive Officer Yousuf Al Jaidah’s stint at the 
top job as the start of a new era for QFC. “Definitely 
there has been a change in our strategy,” he told 
Progress. “My first six-eight months were spent 
on restructuring the organisation and preparing 
for this new direction. QFC will soon announce a 
well-defined vision and mission that illustrates 
our core business objectives and five-year 
roadmap.” One of these strategic goals is for 
QFC companies to make a mark on Qatar Stock 
Exchange’s market capitalisation. Now that 
QFC-affiliated Qatar First Bank has got the ball 
rolling, Al Jaidah is optimistic about massively 
expanding the listing of QFC firms on both the 
QSE and the long-awaited ventures market. 
There has been a lot of interest among QFC-
registered firms to list on the bourse. 

Over the year there has also been a lot of 
emphasis on improving the registered firms’ 
experience and facilitating their success. 
This has resulted in a complete overhaul of 
technology systems, the creation of a dedicated 
client relations team and a strong focus 
on facilitating QFC client partnerships with 
the local business community. "Expanding 

the breadth of industries at the QFC is a 
key part of our strategy to support Qatar’s 
economic diversification," according to the  
executive team. 

Al Jaidah also said, “There were a few things 
we wanted to accomplish immediately, one 
of which was the Qatarisation of the executive 
management team. It was important for 
the next phase of development in QFC and 
Qatar. So, within six months we hired or 
promoted several Qatari nationals with the 
right background and qualifications.” Notably 
legal, commercial and financial chiefs. Over the 
past few months, QFC has turned some of its 
international focus inwards, striving for greater 
integration with the local economy. “Previously 
a lot of our advertising and marketing was 
focused internationally. We have now brought 
some of that home, got on board new Qatari 
ambassadors to highlight our motto — great 
success comes from great support,” said Al 
Jaidah. This new campaign was necessary to 
get local companies to see QFC as a “two-way 
platform”.  While it facilitates international 
companies who wanted to do business inside 
the country, it can also act as a springboard for 

T

"There were a few things we wanted to accomplish 
immediately, one of which was the Qatarisation of the 
executive management team. It was important for the 
next phase of development in QFC and Qatar."

YOUSUF AL JAIDAH
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
QATAR FINANCIAL CENTRE



27

PROGRESS 2016-2017

Qatari companies looking to conduct business 
abroad, who could set up subsidiaries within 
the QFC under English Common Law; an appeal 
that many companies, especially government 
entities like QIA and QNB, are discovering, 
according to Al Jaidah.

Under the new CEO, the QFC has also 
proposed a new and expanded law (that is 
currently under consideration by the Council 
on Ministers) that will increase the amount 
of permitted activities within the QFC. “As a 
financial centre, our core business has been 
banks, insurance and asset management 
companies, etc. Now we want to diversify to 
non-regulated companies and look at other 
sectors like sports, engineering, and health 
consultancy that will benefit the economy.” 

This has proved to be a sound move, more so 
because of the current economic climate. 

Towards the end of the year, a Memorandum 
of Understanding was signed between the QFC 
and Qatar Chamber which enabled around 300 
QFC-licensed firms to benefit from the wide 
range of Qatar Chamber’s services. During the 
event Al Jaidah said, “This agreement reflects 
our commitment to support the growth of our 
licensed firms by facilitating their integration 
within Qatar’s wider business community. At 
the QFC we strongly believe in collaborating 
with key private and government entities in 
an effort to continuously grow Qatar’s private 
sector and provide our licensed firms with new 
opportunities.”

Under this memorandum QFC firms will be 

able to take advantage of some of the services 
provided by Qatar Chamber. It will lead to 
more efforts to further promote participation 
in activities, events, knowledge-exchange, 
communication and logistics related to 
investments that, in turn, will increase the 
contribution of the private sector to Qatar’s 
GDP. Qatar Chamber will also contribute to the 
exchange of experiences in the areas of trade 
and investment as well as the coordination of 
joint activities for the purpose of enabling the 
QFC firms to take advantage of the opportunities 
available at the local level.  QFC companies 
will be granted full access as members of the 
Qatar Chamber. The exact details will be made 
available once the registration mechanism  
is implemented 

ECONOMY
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TAXREFORMS
ON THE ANVIL
THE DAYS OF TAX-FREE REGIMES IN THE GCC REGION ARE SET TO END WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND STATISTICS (MDPS) CONFIRMING THAT 
QATAR WILL INTRODUCE A 5% VALUE-ADDED TAX (VAT) FROM JANUARY 1, 2018.

he Ministry of Finance 
has already initiated the 
exercise of drafting domestic 
legislation for VAT and is 
expected to issue the same 

in the first half of 2017. Imposing VAT was a GCC-
wide agreement, MDPS said in its semi-annual 
economic update early this year. Leaders of the 
six-member Gulf States debated the subject for 
more than a decade and adopted a draft VAT 
framework executive summary in May 2015. 
Subsequently, the states held several rounds of 
meetings and finally agreed on the introduction 
of  VAT in the GCC in June this year.

While these countries had surplus cash 
reserves owing to high oil prices till June 2014, 
they started to feel the pinch as the oil prices 
crashed from $114 per barrel at that time to as 
low as $27 per barrel early this year. This is said 
to be one of the reasons for the GCC region to 
tighten the purse strings and take several steps 
to rein in their respective economies. The steps 
include gradual phasing out of food and fuel 
subsidies.

Besides VAT, Qatar is considering levying 
additional taxes on items such as fast food, 
tobacco and soft drinks. It also plans to hike the 
water and power tariffs to bring them closer to fair 
market value as they are still heavily subsidised at 
present. The government has already increased 
power and water tariffs earlier last year.

The possibility of new taxes will nudge up 
Qatar’s consumer price inflation and these 
measures are expected to cause inflation to 
increase from 3.4% this year to 3.8% by 2018, the 
ministry’s economic update said.

RIGHT TIME
“This is the perfect time for the companies in Qatar 
to start preparing for the VAT implementation 
by conducting an impact assessment of their 
operations, and upgrading their systems to 
accommodate the VAT requirements and be in 
compliance with VAT legislation in the country,” 
said Craig Richardson, Partner, Tax and Corporate 
Services, KPMG Qatar and Bahrain.

While how much revenue the proposal will 
generate cannot be assessed as of now, the major 

impact of VAT on  companies will be gearing up 
for the tax, understanding how to apply the draft 
legislation (when issued) and the implications on 
all aspects of their business including Treasury, 
Finance, HR, Procurement, Sales, Legal and IT, 
he said. Richardson also said that VAT, being 
a consumption tax on the end customers, is 
ultimately borne by them. To mitigate the effect 
of this burden on low income earners, many basic 
foodstuffs are exempt from VAT and the same 
could apply to medicines and medical equipment 
and other essential items. “This is how VAT works. 
Simplistically, companies that are registered for 
VAT pass it through as input tax incurred on their 
purchases against output tax on their sales, and 
pay over the ‘net amount’ to the tax authorities,” 
he pointed out.

MANY CHALLENGES
However, it is not going to be an easy task for 
the GCC countries to implement VAT effectively 
as they face many challenges and need several 
important sequential steps to secure it. 

“The GCC governments have to establish an 

T

“This is the perfect time for the companies in Qatar 
to start preparing for the VAT implementation by 
conducting an impact assessment of their operations, 
and upgrading their systems to accommodate the VAT 
requirements and be in compliance with VAT legislation 
in the country.”
 
CRAIG RICHARDSON
PARTNER
TAX AND CORPORATE SERVICES
KPMG QATAR AND BAHRAIN
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effective VAT administration, IT system and a 
well-trained professional workforce with the 
necessary knowledge, skills and competencies 
to efficiently administer the VAT system, develop 
and deliver public and industry information 
campaigns and education programmes to 
ensure that taxpayers are fully aware of their 
rights and responsibilities, and the likely impact 
the tax will have on them,” Richardson added.

Global audit and consulting firms such as 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) and Ernst & 
Young (EY) have been holding VAT workshops 
as part of a region-wide initiative to update 
local businesses on the latest developments 
and the implications of the legislation. At one 
such meeting in Qatar, tax experts from PwC felt 
that VAT will present a number of challenges 
for businesses and individuals operating in 
the region. Addressing the participants, Wadih 
AbouNasr, Qatar Country Senior Partner, said 
that PwC’s recent publication entitled “Managing 
Tax” highlighted the importance of investing 
in technology to help manage the additional 
workload that VAT would introduce in the 
coming days.

“The clients we surveyed and spoke to 
recognised that making the required systems 
changes for VAT would be a major challenge. 
They also saw that putting in place appropriate 
controls and tax knowledge to manage VAT 
technical issues would also be challenging,” he 
averred.

Wadih further said, “It can be easy to 

underestimate the amount of time and resources 
that will be required to implement VAT effectively. 
There will be great demands placed on finance 
and tax departments given the volume of data 
and number of transactions that will be covered. 
Ensuring that systems are installed to help 
manage this will save both time and money, and 
improve accuracy and efficiency.”

BROAD IMPACT
Finbarr Sexton, MENA indirect tax leader, EY, said 
that VAT will have a broad impact and diversify 
government revenue sources and reduce 
reliance on oil revenues to finance government 
expenditures.

He said that the timelines for businesses to 
build out the VAT capability was challenging as 
it required careful planning and a structured 
programme to ensure that the business was VAT 
ready, including people, processes, controls and 
technology. “Corporate structures and supply 
chains also need to be analysed in light of the 
new tax ... to ensure that potential inefficiencies 
can be detected and addressed in a proactive 
manner,” he said. 

Sounding a word of caution, he said that 
businesses may have to bear additional costs 
if VAT was not applied correctly and non-
compliance with tax laws would attract severe 
penalties. “All businesses must undertake a 
review of their current contracts to determine 
whether VAT has been appropriately addressed,” 
he said.

He said that the GCC member states 
are at varying degrees of readiness for VAT 
implementation but it is expected that at 
least some countries will come out with their 
respective VAT laws shortly after the release of the 
GCC VAT Framework Agreement, and therefore, 
before the end of 2016. The implementation of 
VAT in the GCC from 2018 means that businesses 
operating in the GCC now only have 14 months 
to prepare for its implementation and to become 
compliant with the respective GCC VAT laws.  
As such, GCC businesses should initiate a VAT 
impact assessment immediately in order to 
determine the impact that VAT will have across 
their operations, he said. This assessment 
should consider the impact of VAT in key areas 
such as finance and accounting, IT and systems, 
tax and compliance, supply chain - goods and 
services, contracts,  sales and marketing, legal 
structure and human resources. “The impact 
assessment should be used to develop a clear 
plan as to the steps that must be taken to be 
ready for VAT from January 2018 and this plan 
should be implemented as soon as possible,”  
Finbarr said. 

The GCC Finance Ministers are also expected 
to finalise the GCC Excise Duty Framework 
Agreement in addition to the VAT regulations. 
They have already discussed implementing 
excise duty in their countries from January 1, 
2017. The GCC Excise Duty Framework has also 
not yet been officially released, but it is expected 
to be made public by end of 2016, he added 

ECONOMY

“Corporate structures and supply chains also need to be 
analysed in light of the new tax to ensure that potential 
inefficiencies can be detected and addressed in a 
proactive manner.” 

FINBARR SEXTON  
MENA INDIRECT TAX LEADER 
ERNST & YOUNG QATAR
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QATAR TOPS 
IN M&A ACTIVITY
QATAR’S HUNGER FOR ACQUISITION RE-STARTED WITH THE COUNTRY 
RECORDING ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL OUTBOUND MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS 
(M&A) FROM THE MIDDLE EAST, WHICH WERE VALUED AROUND QR170.72 
BILLION ($46.9 BILLION) IN 2016.

“The value of announced M&A transactions with any 
Middle-Eastern involvement during 2016 was 16% less 
than the value recorded during 2015 and the lowest 
annual total in the region since 2013.”

NADIM NAJJAR
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
THOMSON REUTERS, MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

inancials was the most active 
sector, accounting for 35% of 
Middle-Eastern involvement  in 
M&A, followed by energy and 
power and real estate. The top 

sector by value for 2016 outbound M&A was the 
energy and utilities sector with QR44.40 billion 
($12.2billion) worth of deals, and the top sector 
by volume was the consumer sector with 12 deals.

According to a report from Thomson Reuters on 
the Middle East’s M&A activities, Qatar (33%) was 
followed by Saudi Arabia (28%) and the UAE (20%) 
respectively, for the same period.

However, the region’s outbound M&A fell by 
24% to around QR53.51 billion ($14.7 billion) 
in 2016. The year under review also saw robust 

expansion in syndicated lending and the debt 
capital markets (DCM) helped investment banking 
fees in the Middle East expand by 18% to QR2.98 
billion ($820.8 million) while the regional debt 
issuances were pegged at QR283.12 billion  
($77.8 billion), the report said.

“The value of announced M&A transactions 
with any Middle-Eastern involvement during 2016 
was 16% less than the value recorded during 2015 
and the lowest annual total in the region since 
2013,” Managing Director of Thomson Reuters in 
the MENA (Middle East and North Africa) region.

The Qatar Stock Exchange (QSE) also witnessed 
a spate of activity with 14 agreements relating to 
acquisitions and two mergers during the year. 

The state-owned Qatar Petroleum (QP)

announced in June 2016 that it will absorb 
the Qatar Petroleum for the Sale of Petroleum 
Products Company Limited (Tasweeq) by the end 
of 2016. It also announced in December 2016 its 
plans to integrate the activities of RasGas and 
Qatargas operating companies under a single 
entity, named Qatargas. The merger is expected 
to be completed within a year.

ACQUISITIONS ABROAD
In terms of acquisitions, Doha-based Mannai 
Corporation acquired in April a majority stake of 
16.66 million shares in France’s Gfi Informatique 
Company for QR2.55 (8.5 euros) per share, totaling 
255% of the capital. The value of the deal was 
reportedly around QR1.11 billion (EUR290 million).
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The other notable acquisitions included Qatar 
Airways acquiring a 10% stake in Chile’s LATAM 
Airlines valued at QR2.21 billion ($608 million) 
in December, the Qatar Investment Authority 
(QIA) buying a stake of 9.9% in the Empire State 
Building for QR2.26 billion ($622 million) in 
August and Qatar National Bank (QNB) reaching 
an agreement to acquire the full stake of National 
Bank of Greece (NBG) in Turkey’s Finansbank for 
QR10.34 billion (EUR 2.7 billion) in December.

In another deal in December 2016, the QIA 
signed an agreement with Glencore to buy a 
19.5% stake for QR38.76 billion (EUR10.2 billion) 
in the Russian-based Rosneft Oil Company 
owned by Rosneftegaz.

The QIA  agreed to buy the landmark Asia 
Square Tower 1 in Singapore’s Marina Bay 
business and financial district from US private 
equity giant BlackRock for QR8.92 billion ($2.45 
billion) in June. The deal is also the biggest in 
Singapore in terms of dollar amount and square 
footage, with QIA paying $7,134 ($1,960) per sq 
ft. Two global real estate firms– JLL and CBRE– 
jointly advised BlackRock on the deal. The 
43-storey tower comprises more than 1.2 million 
square feet of Grade A office space and nearly 
40,000 square feet of retail space. 

According to data compiled by JLL, the 
sale represents the largest single-tower real 
estate transaction in Asia Pacific to date and 
the second-largest single-tower real estate 
transaction globally.

 QIA also bought the St. Regis in San Francisco 
from Marriott International Inc., reportedly 
for QR637 million ($175 million), according to 
a report from Reuters. The iconic 260-room 
St. Regis had been part of a larger deal Qatar 
was looking to close in a bid to add to its hotel 
holdings in various countries.

Even Qatar’s royal family has increased 
its stake in Deutsche Bank to close to 10%, 
according to the lender. The German lender 
said Paramount Services Holdings and Supreme 

Universal Holdings, investment vehicles of 
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jaber AlThani, 
each hold just under 5% of shares in Deutsche 
Bank, up from a little over 3%, which makes 
Qatar the bank’s biggest shareholder. The 
amount, however, was not disclosed.

Mayhoola for Investments– the Qatari 
sovereign wealth fund that owns Valentino, 
Anya Hindmarch and Pal Zileri, and that is 
backed by Qatar’s royal family–has acquired 
a majority stake in the Paris fashion house 
Balmain for an undisclosed amount. However, 
the French financial daily Les Echos reported 
that the Qataris have offered QR1.85 billion 
(EUR485 million) for Balmain, which is 70% held 
by the heirs of the former CEO Alain Hivelin, 
and the remaining 30% held by management. 
The reported Qatari offer was higher than sale 
estimates of between QR1.14 billion (EUR300 
million and QR1.52 billion (EUR400 million), the 
French daily said. 

LESS ACTIVITY COMPARED WITH 2015
Another report from multi national law firm 
Baker McKenzie said that, the outbound cross-
regional deals fueled by the Middle East totaled 
74 in 2016 compared with 72 in 2015. The UAE 
topped the list with 36 deals, followed by Qatar 
and Bahrain with 16 and 9 deals, respectively.

The Baker Mckenzie report further said that 
although the UAE drove four of the top five deals 
by value for Q4 2016, Qatar topped the full year 
2016 deals by value with deals worth QR48.59 
billion ($13.35 billion), driven by the QR41 
billion ($11.27 billion) investment in Russia’s 
Rosneft Oil Company by a consortium led by  
Qatar Investment Authority.

“The drop in mega deals in 2016 resulted 
in lower deal value overall in the first half of 
the year, with outbound M&A dropping from 
QR36.21 billion ($9.95 billion) for H1 2015 to 
QR19.07 billion ($5.24billion) for H1 2016,”  
it added. 

Interestingly, three Qatari banks– Masraf Al 
Rayan, Barwa Bank and International Bank of 
Qatar–have been exploring the possibility of a 
potential merger to create the country’s second 
largest bank.

If agreed upon, the merger of these three 
banks will be a major step towards consolidation 
as the GCC banks, which are presently facing 
challenging conditions due to the impact of 
lower oil prices on the region’s economies, were 
not keen to take such action in the past.

The new bank, which would be run in 
compliance with Islamic banking principles, 
would have assets worth more than QR160 
billion ($44 billion), a joint statement from these 
banks said.

DEBT CAPITAL MARKETS
Qatar was the most active nation in the Middle 
East, accounting for 41% of overall activity in the 
debt capital markets, followed by the UAE and 
Oman, the Thomson Reuters report said.

Middle-Eastern debt issuance reached QR120 
billion ($32.9billion) during the first six months 
of 2016. The Middle-Eastern investment banking 
fees also reached QR1.5 billion ($416.8 million) 
during H1, 2016, an 8% increase compared to 
fees recorded during the first six months of 2015 
and the strongest period for investment banking 
fees in the region since 2014. 

Middle-Eastern equity and equity-related 
issuance totaled QR4 billion ($1.1 billion) during 
the first half of 2016, an 80% decline from the first 
half of 2015 and the slowest opening six-month 
period for equity capital markets issuance since 
2004. 

“Bolstered by a record-breaking second 
quarter, Middle Eastern debt issuance reached 
QR119.8 billion ($32.9billion) during the first 
half of 2016, a 45% increase compared to the 
value raised during the first half of 2015 and 
the strongest first half for DCM issuance since 
records began in 1980,” added Najjar 
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n sharp contrast to 2015 when the 
value of real estate transactions was 
at an all-time high, the real estate 
sector proved to be no exception 
to the slowdown in the economy 

that affected most businesses in 2016. There 
was renewed hope when, after a tough first 
few months, things recovered somewhat in the 
second half of the year. Other than that, the big 
players were in the news for landmark deals, 
inside as well as outside the country.  

With the supply in Qatar’s real estate market 
expected to more than double in the coming years 
because of the 2022 FIFA World Cup, the mismatch 
created by the current lack of demand continues 
to be the biggest problem. According to Al Asmakh 
Real Estate Development Company (AREDC), the 
number of hotel rooms in Qatar is expected to 
double over the next five years as well.

There has been an overall drop in the demand 
for office space since early 2015, largely due 
to government cutbacks. Recent company 
downsizing, as well as the completion of a 
number of new office towers in West Bay, has 
resulted in a noticeable increase in available 
office accommodation throughout Doha. Since 

the start of 2016, real estate firm DTZ estimates 
that average quoted rents for prime offices have 
reduced by 10-15%. There has been an increase 
in activity in the second quarter as the more 
favourable lease terms on offer have provided 
opportunities for tenants either to renegotiate 
better terms with their existing landlord on 
renewal, or to secure new accommodation at 
reduced rents. Depending on the size of units and 
quality of the building, Grade A offices in West Bay 
currently command between QR130 and QR240/
sqm per month. The higher rents are usually only 
achievable for small units in prime buildings.

While the population of Qatar increased by 
about 9% over the past 12 months, the vast 
majority of new arrivals have been made up of 
construction workers. Even though this has kept 
the tertiary sector buoyant, demand for prime 
and mid-range residential accommodation has 
fallen. Commenting on the findings of DTZ’s latest 
report, Mark Proudley, the company’s Head of 
Consultancy and Research, said, “The current 
rental softening reflects market-driven supply and 
demand and provides some relief to occupants 
from rents which have been rising year on year 
since 2010. The long-term trajectory for Qatar 

remains good with the government’s significant 
infrastructure investment, valued at QR261 billion, 
providing welcome and fundamental support to 
the wider real estate economy.”

Within the commercial real estate sphere, the 
retail segment appears to be the most resilient, 
with high occupancy rates and monthly rental 
prices stable at QR260–QR300/sqm in the first 
quarter of this year. Although retail spending 
has fallen by between 10% and 15% in June, 
most leases are for a period of five years, and 
therefore the effects on the segment are likely 
to be felt more in the long term, according to 
DTZ. Meanwhile, Mall of Qatar opened its doors 
to the public recently while Doha Festival City is 
expected to follow suit in February 2017.

EXPANDING AT HOME
In an effort to promote itself as the financial hub 
of the region, Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) will 
relocate to Msheireb Downtown Doha in 2017. The 
initiative was announced last month by Yousef Al 
Jaida, executive head of QFC. “This relocation is 
part of our commitment to support Qatar in its 
efforts to diversify national income sources by 
facilitating the incorporation of new companies in 

A MIXED BAG
WHILE THE RETAIL SECTOR FARED RELATIVELY WELL WITH REGARD TO THE 
OVERALL REAL ESTATE SCENARIO IN THE COUNTRY, A WORRYING TREND HAS BEEN 
THE OVERSUPPLY OF PROPERTIES.

“The current rental softening reflects market-driven 
supply and demand and provides some relief to 
occupants from rents which have been rising year on 
year since 2010. The long-term trajectory for Qatar 
remains good with the government’s significant 
infrastructure investment, valued at QR261 billion, 
providing welcome and fundamental support to the 
wider real estate economy.”

MARK PROUDLEY
DIRECTOR, CONSULTANCY AND RESEARCH
DTZ QATAR
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a competitive business environment and helping 
local companies expand,” said Jaida. “The aim is 
to improve Qatar’s financial standing and create 
Doha’s version of Wall Street or Canary Wharf,”  
he added. 

The new project, which will cover an area of 
300,000 square metres in Doha, will also include 
a number of museums, hotels, historic sites 
and luxury apartments. In June this year, the 
Qatari government passed a law to establish 
three private economic zones that allow 100%  
foreign ownership. 

In a move to further promote its flagship 
enterprise, United Development Company (UDC) 
signed contracts to develop three new projects at 
The Pearl-Qatar, the total value of which stands 
at QR716 million. They will develop the Abraj Al 
Mutahidah Towers in Viva Bahriya, take care of the 
infrastructure in Giardino Village, and construct 
ten villas in the same precinct. These contracts are 
aligned with UDC’s five-year business plan aimed 
at revitalizing investments in new infrastructural 
developments at The Pearl-Qatar.

LOOKING ELSEWHERE
The year 2016 saw a number of initiatives taken 
outside the country by Qatar-based companies. 
In news which grabbed the headlines, Qatar 
Investment Authority (QIA) made a $622 million 
(QR2.26 billion) investment in the Empire State 
Realty Trust (ESRT), which owns and operates 
the Empire State Building. The sovereign wealth 
fund now owns nearly 10% of the iconic building 
which was once the tallest tower in the world. 
John Kessler, president of the ESRT, welcomed 
the Qatari investment in a statement, calling it an 
“endorsement” of the company’s “irreplaceable 
assets”. Other major shareholders include 
Norway’s sovereign wealth fund, Japanese 
investment firm Shinko Asset Management as 
well as Australian real estate investor Resolution 
Capital. Empire State went public in 2013 as a 
real estate investment trust and the IPO raised  
nearly $1 billion. 

In another deal concerning QIA, which raised a 
few eyebrows, the country’s sovereign wealth fund 
agreed to buy Asia Square Tower 1 in Singapore’s 
Marina Bay business and financial district from US 
private equity giant BlackRock for a record $2.45 
billion. According to data compiled by JLL, an 

investment management company specializing in 
real estate, the sale represents the largest single-
tower real estate transaction in Asia-Pacific to 
date, and the second-largest single-tower real 
estate transaction globally.

QIA also bought the St Regis in San Francisco 
from Marriott International Inc. for $175 million. 
The hotel will continue to operate under the 
Marriott brand.

In other developments, during Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Qatar in June this 
year, an MoU was signed by HE Sheikh Faisal bin 
Qassim Al Thani, Chairman of Al Sawari Holding, 
and Vivek Nair, Chairman and Managing Director, 
The Leela Palaces, Hotels and Resorts. Under this 
agreement, the Al Sawari Group will purchase 
a six-acre site from The Leela Group in Agra to 
develop a 100-room hotel near the historic Taj 
Mahal.

BOUNCING BACK
After a lean phase for most of 2016, the country 
witnessed a 111% increase in its real estate deals 
as the total number of transactions stood at 76 
in the fourth week of September, according to 
the Ezdan Weekly Report. Doha Municipality 
witnessed the maximum number of transactions 
during the week, its 23 deals having a value of 
QR536.1 million and making up 74% of total 
transactions. It also notched up the largest deal 
worth QR190 million. In other deals, Al Rayyan 
Municipality netted 15 transactions at a value 
of QR77 million, while Al Wakra Municipality 

recorded eight transactions worth QR33.6 
million. Umm Salal Municipality registered 11 
transactions worth QR28.1 million, while Al Khor 
& Dhekra Municipality got 12 deals with a value of 
QR27.9 million.

OTHER NEWS 
In a crucial development, the cabinet in 
September gave its nod to draft a law that will 
regulate the work of real estate brokers in the 
country. The matter was chaired by HE the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al 
Thani at the Emiri Diwan. The draft law includes 
provisions related to the realty brokerage business 
licence and the establishment of a “committee 
of real estate brokers’ affairs” at the Ministry 
of Justice, in order to consider the grievances 
of stakeholders regarding decisions of the 
competent administration for such brokers, the 
obligations of brokers, disciplinary accountability 
and revocation of the licence. Realty brokers have 
to adjust their existing operations in line with the 
new law within a maximum of six months from 
the date it comes into effect. 

In news concerning the insurance sector, the 
property insurance market in Qatar is expected 
to remain the largest in the non-life insurance 
sector, at QR6.4 billion over the next three years, 
according to a report. This has been brought 
about by projected infrastructure spending ahead 
of the 2022 FIFA World Cup, and investment in the 
non-oil sectors in order to diversify the economy, 
the report added 
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n so many ways 2016 was an unprecedented, volatile and, 
for some, excruciating 12 months. And the real estate sector 
was not immune to the year’s whims. According to Qatar 
Central Bank, the real estate price index increased by a 
mere 4.15% during 2016 (1.25% in real terms) in contrast to 

the spectacular 23.16% rise during the same period last year. Despite this, 
Truth Real Estate can be proud of their achievements during the past year, 
according to the Managing Director, Abdul Samad. “Truth Real Estate is proud 
to have concluded many deals inside Qatar in 2016. Having acquired close 
to 100 properties in 2016, the company now owns over 400 properties and 
represents some of the best landlords in the state,” he says. “We were also 
honoured by Qatar Today who declared us ‘Dynamic Real Estate Company of 
2016’ in the presence of HE Abdulla bin Hamad Al Attiya (the former Deputy 
Prime Minister of Qatar and head of the Emiri Diwan).” More importantly, Truth 
Real Estate remains a creative, innovative and people-oriented organisation 
providing individual recognition and incentives to all members of the firm.

These major milestones were achieved based on solid foundations that 
incorporate excellent planning and precise feasibility studies for every 
individual project. Truth Real Estate has proven, state-of-the-art techniques 
specialising in the marketing, listing and selling of new and resale luxury 
homes, residential communities and luxury apartments, and providing 
services tailored-made to match the requirements of their clients. At the heart 
of all this is Truth’s vision to become a market leader in commercial, retail and 
residential real estate serving their customers’ needs with integrity and trust. 
The company’s unique team spirit and team work is apparent through well-
trained real estate professionals who continuously strive to provide quality 
service for their customers. “Customer satisfaction is our core competence. 
We achieve this by delivering highly professional, efficient and flexible service 
to our customers. Trustworthiness and business ethics are our key values 
for success,” says Samad. In fact, Truth has changed the strategic goal of 
improving customer satisfaction from a short-term focus on operational 
efficiency to a longer-term focus on portfolio efficiency. 

Samad is optimistic that the residential real estate market will continue to 
grow in the coming year. “Major events and milestones such as Qatar 2030 
Vision and the 2022 FIFA World Cup will accelerate growth of the real estate 
market, keeping it stable for a significant period. The real estate industry is 

increasingly influenced by rapid technological advancement. Qatar has the 
world’s fastest-growing economy and growing urbanization, which together 
are making a wide scope for the local real estate sector, in retail, residential 
and commercial property,” he says. While Qatar has benefitted from strong 
growth in retail trade in past years, driven by the increasing population as 
well as high disposable income, the recent economic slowdown of 2016 has 
impacted this sector. “Allotting more retail spaces should be considered as 
there is currently strong demand for retail accommodation from both local 
and international retailers looking to either enter or expand in the local 
market. The price fluctuations should also be taken into account so as to offer 
a risk-free environment for investors, buyers and sellers,” he adds.

Whatever the future holds, Samad is certain that Truth Real Estate will work 
in line with Qatar’s vision and grab all the opportunities for success, for both 
the company and the country  

BUILDING TRUST
TRUTH REAL ESTATE’S REPUTATION IN THE MARKET WITH REGARDS TO 
CREDIBILITY, TRUST AND TRANSPARENCY OF INFORMATION HAS HELPED THEM 
KEEP THEIR CLIENTS’ FAITH EVEN IN A STRAINED ECONOMY.

I

| ADVERTORIAL |

ABDUL SAMAD 
MANAGING DIRECTOR
TRUTH REAL ESTATE 
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INSURANCE SECTOR 
SUSTAINS GROWTH 
MOMENTUM
THE ADVERSE IMPACT DUE TO LOW OIL AND GAS PRICES NOTWITHSTANDING, 
THE COUNTRY’S INSURANCE SECTOR IN QATAR CONTINUED TO BE THE THIRD 
LARGEST MARKET IN THE GCC REGION DURING THE YEAR.

“Taking into consideration the importance of the 
insurance sector and its role in supporting our economy, 
we are implementing a comprehensive strategic plan 
in tandem with the Qatar National Vision to enable this 
sector to play its crucial role.”

HE SHEIKH ABDULLAH BIN SAUD AL THANI
GOVERNOR
QATAR CENTRAL BANK

hile Qatar’s insurance 
penetration has been as low 
as 1.1% of its GDP compared 
with the global average of 
6%, insurance premiums 

grew by 33.5% to more than QR11 billion  
($3 billion) in 2015, said Qatar Central Bank (QCB) 
Governor HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud Al Thani.

Underwriting profitability for the top six players 
increased marginally in 2015, with the average 
combined ratio, a yardstick measuring claims and 
costs as a proportion of premiums, improving to 

97% in 2015 from 98% the previous year despite 
their rapid growth rate of around 28% in 2015. 
There are 26 insurance companies (including 
branch establishments) in Qatar including 12 
which operate from the Qatar Financial Centre.

A major development has been the government’s 
decision to scrap the much-publicised national 
health insurance programme Seha, which was 
launched in August 2013 and terminated two and a 
half years later. The Ministry of Public Health (MPH) 
has not yet confirmed the new arrangements but 
the new law and regulations are imminent and 

the first phase for Qatar is expected to launch in 
2017. While the end of Seha is viewed as a setback 
for consumers in the short term, the government 
has indicated that the new arrangements will offer 
participation and opportunities for the private 
healthcare insurance sector over a period of time.

In order to give further impetus to the industry, 
alongside the originally established and operative 
Qatar Financial Centre Regulatory Authority 
(QFCRA) rulebook, QCB also started implementing 
new rules and instructions from March 2016 
for regulating the insurance sector. These new 

W
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executive instructions came into effect in April. 
As part of this regulatory change, all insurance 
businesses including consultants, brokers, agents, 
loss adjusters as well as insurers and re-insurers 
will need to be licensed to conduct business with 
QCB or QFCRA.

INSURANCE TOPS QCB AGENDA
Addressing the 49th International Association of 
Engineering Insurers (IMIA) conference in Doha 
recently, the QCB Governor said that the bank has 
placed development of the insurance sector at 
the top of its agenda and was working to advance 
its systems and programmes relating to the 
insurance sector that would further stimulate the 
industry’s growth.

“Taking into consideration the importance of 
the insurance sector and its role in supporting our 
economy, we are implementing a comprehensive 
strategic plan in tandem with the Qatar National 
Vision to enable this sector to play its crucial role,” 
the QCB Governor said.

The government’s proactive approach towards 
risks faced by people was among the reasons 
for the low insurance penetration in Qatar and 
other GCC countries, said Kai-Uwe Schanz, 
chairman and principal partner of Dr Schanz, Alms  
& Company.. 

The life insurance products were not popular in 
the region because of this approach, he said, and 
felt that local culture and religion could also be 

among the reasons. “However, one of the major 
reasons is the dominant role of the governments 
in the region as the ultimate observers of the 
risks,” he said.

He said that the future was promising for 
the sector as the governments were facing 
fiscal constraints and this would result in an 
improvement in the insurance penetration in the 
region. “Even the decision to make motor and 
health insurance mandatory should help in the 
industry’s growth in the coming years,” he added.

According to the 2016 MENA Insurance 
Barometer report, which was released by the 
Qatar Financial Centre in October 2016, Qatar’s 
insurance industry was poised for further growth 
as the market potential remains “untapped” 
and in view of low penetration. The sector was 
expected to be “resilient” compared with the 
rest of the Middle East and North Africa region 
where insurance executives sounded less bullish 
on premium growth outpacing the regional 
growth, QFCA chief executive Yousuf Mohamed 
Al Jaida said as quoted by Business Monitor  
International (BMI).

The BMI research report also said that the 
sector was expected to outperform the majority 
of developed markets in coming years, driven by 
a rise in motor vehicle underwriting, while the 
private sector was set to pick up the scrapped 
national health insurance programme Seha.

According to the report, the premiums were 

estimated to grow by 5% a year on average 
between 2015 and 2019 to reach QR9.1 billion 
($2.5 billion). Motor premiums, which drive growth 
in the non-life area, have expanded by around 
6.6% year on year since 2012 and are now worth 
QR2.185 billion ($600.4 million).

QCB’S NEW INSTRUCTIONS
Describing the new instructions as extensive in 
nature covering both prudential and conduct of 
business requirements for insurers, Roger Phillips, 
who is the Legal Director for Pinsent Masons LLP in 
Qatar, said that the requirements were tough going 
by international standards. The key, however, will 
be the level of oversight of the regulator and the 
flexibility that would be permitted in terms of 
compliance and timing allowed for insurers to 
adapt to the new requirements, he said. 

The impact of the new instructions, in the 
short term, would be that the costs of regulation 
are expected to rise significantly as insurers 
have to recruit more professionals in areas such 
as compliance, risk and actuarial, as well as 
develop more extensive systems of control to 
meet international best practice and the move to 
risk-based capital regimes. The local supervisory 
authorities will also be tested as they have to 
grapple with these more sophisticated regulatory 
requirements, none more so than in areas of 
actuarial reporting and capital risk assessments. 

This will take time and insurers will have to get 

“The new rules are similar to the QFCRA regime and 
can potentially attract a larger pool of international 
businesses as well as domestic insurers. We are already 
seeing branch applications from some foreign insurers.”

ROGER PHILLIPS 
LEGAL DIRECTOR 
PINSENT MASONS QATAR
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used to many questions and reports as QCB tries 
to better understand the market it is regulating 
and the individual insurers that it has to keep a 
close eye on to ensure they are really complying.

“The new rules are similar to the QFCRA 
regime and can potentially attract a larger 
pool of international businesses as well as 
domestic insurers. We are already seeing branch 
applications from some foreign insurers,” he 
pointed out.

With greater access to local tenders and 
projects likely to remain more available to QCB-
regulated insurers than QFCRA-regulated insurers, 
one can likely see more interest in applications by 
insurers for licensing by QCB, where both branch 
and subsidiary establishments are permitted. 

The requirements for foreign insurers and 
branch licences, however, envisage a further local 
capital deposit of QR35 million, in addition to 
home state capital requirements; this represents 
significant regulatory and financial hurdles for 
them. This is certainly a barrier given it is in 
addition to financing domestic operations in their 
home country, he said.

ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES
Establishing the required control regime will be 
a particularly onerous requirement and a step 
change for insurers, but the firms previously 
licensed by the Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce under the old regime have been given 
12 months to establish the necessary internal 
systems of control environment. 

The QCB instructions are comprehensive and 

include specific rules with regard to outsourcing 
arrangements as well as employment of 
staff for internal control functions such as 
risk management, compliance, actuarial 
and internal audit. Except for internal audit, 
these functions may also be outsourced with  
regulatory permission. 

“Corporate governance and risk policies and 
reporting have to be substantially upgraded and 
reporting to QCB will be particularly demanding. 
For conduct of business, there will be requirements 
for controls over advertising and approval by the 
regulator of standard policy terms,” said Phillips.

In addition, there will be extensive 
requirements for transparency with product 
disclosure rules including disclosure of key 
terms, illustrations of benefits and returns as 
well as risks. Details of charges and distributor 
remuneration arrangements are also required so 
that policyholders have a full understanding of 
what is being offered, costs and charges.

FUTURE IMPLICATIONS
Qatar is still a relatively small but buoyant market 
while the significant and existing players who 
don’t want to lose their share are likely to pay the 
additional costs of compliance. But there will be 
other insurers who haven’t invested as much in the 
required technical processes. Non-compliance 
is a significant risk area and if companies cut 
corners there are potentially fines and adverse 
market consequences. 

More regulation is inevitable and this is just the 
start. As an example, more extensive QCB rules 

relating to brokers and agents have also now been 
issued to further assist in the regulation of sales 
and marketing. Distribution of insurance products 
continues to be an area where more innovation 
and stimulation are required, with bancassurance 
still the dominant model and where the broker 
market is still quite limited. 

“The new rules for insurers are increasingly 
sophisticated and recognise different types of 
insurance and market segments. So, in addition 
to general insurance, long-term insurance and 
health insurance activities are also specifically 
highlighted. Distribution methods such as online 
and direct marketing are also addressed in the 
rules,” he said.

The implications of these changes will be far-
reaching but their full extent will take a few years 
to emerge. More immediately, the significant 
compliance costs relating to staffing and internal 
systems of control and reporting, as well as 
additional risk-related capital requirements, are 
likely to put pressure on some insurers who may 
even look to run off or transfer books. 

The changes also create a gap in the market for 
highly technical services such as compliance, risk 
and actuarial services. These can be outsourced 
and in the short term this represents a significant 
opportunity for professional service groups in 
the industry as insurers search for the necessary 
skills and a cost-effective way to meet the new 
requirements. The rules tend to protect the local 
insurers and domestic insurance growth by 
restricting foreign insurers to only underwriting 
certain risks, he added 

“Even the decision to make motor and health insurance 
mandatory should help in the industry’s growth in the 
coming years.”

KAI-UWE SCHANZ
CHAIRMAN AND PRINCIPAL PARTNER 
DR SCHANZ, ALMS & COMPANY

ECONOMY
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atar ranked 27th among 
most networked nations 
in the world and second 
among Arab countries (UAE 
ranks 26th) in the 2016 

edition of the “Global Information Technology 
Report GITR” published by the World Economic 
Forum in partnership with INSEAD and Cornell 
University. Qatar ranked among the top 10 Asian 
economies in the Online Service Index of the 
biannual E-Government Development Index 
(EGDI) released on Friday by the UN Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA). Qatar, 
along with Saudi Arabia, ranked third among GCC 
states, scoring 0.67391. On the e-participation 
index, Qatar ranked third along with Kuwait 
among Gulf countries, and 55th globally, with 
a score of 0.6441. The state has indeed come 
a long way in boosting connectivity within its 
own borders. Household internet penetration 
increased from 84% to 96% for the population 
between 2010 and 2013. That rate is double 
the 40.3% rate for households with Internet 
access at home among Arab states, according 
to data published by the UN’s International 
Telecommunications Union. The country ranked 
first globally among developing countries for 
the percentage of individuals using the Internet, 
at 85%, first among Arab countries and second 

globally in the percentage of households with 
Internet access, according to the 2015 edition 
of “The State of Broadband” report released 
by the UN Broadband Commission for Digital 
Development. 

In 2016 Qatar’s Ministry of Information and 
Communications Technology (ictQATAR) 
was merged with the Ministry of Transport 
to form the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications (MOTC). Among the MOTC’s 
ICT sector responsibilities are the oversight of 
infrastructure development, the promotion of 
e-government platforms and digital literacy, and 
the implementation of policies that support a 
competitive and investor-friendly market.  

The major win for Qatar’s ICT ambitions is the 
nationwide fibre network, built primarily upon 
Ooredoo’s Supernet infrastructure, which leads 
the world in terms of roll-out speed and customer 
take-up, according to a new report from global 
consulting group — Arthur D. Little. The report, 
“Race to Next Generation Fibre - Arthur D. Little’s 
Global FTTH/B Study,” says that Qatar is now one 
of the world’s leading fibre nations, with 99% of 
households in areas covered by Ooredoo Fibre. It 
also demonstrates that Qatar enjoyed the fastest 
fibre roll-out in history, covering the nation within 
three years and recording faster progress than 
technological leaders such as Singapore, Japan 

and South Korea. Qatar also enjoys one of the 
highest levels of fibre connectivity in the world 
with 71% of households now connected to fibre, 
driven by migration of households from copper 
to fibre and the launch of a range of cutting-edge 
solutions. This in turn has stimulated rapid take-
up of IPTV, 4K and other smart services in Qatar.

Significantly, Qatar has also increased its 
cooperation with other ICT ministries both in the 
GCC and in the larger Arab region. HE Minister 
of Transport and Communications Jassim Saif 
Ahmed Al Sulaiti led the Qatari delegation to the 
20th session of the Council of the Arab Ministers 
of Communication and Information that was 
held in Abu Dhabi. The session discussed the new 
structure of the Council’s Executive Office, which 
the State of Qatar has joined, and also discussed 
several issues of common interest to the Arab 
countries such as the Arab Regional Roadmap 
for Internet Governance, regional linkage for Arab 
Internet networks, the post and the 2nd Regional 
Forum for “Digital Arabic Content.” Other key 
topics included cybersecurity, cybercrimes and 
the Arabic domain names project. The First GCC 
Cyber Security Drill was also conducted in Doha 
with the participation of industry experts and 
government IT managers from four GCC countries. 
MOT Calso launched the fourth National 
Cybersecurity Drill — STAR-4 — towards the end 

Q

COMMUNICATIONS 
BACKBONE
THE YEAR SAW A GOVERNMENT RESTRUCTURING WITH ICTQATAR BEING MERGED 
WITH THE TRANSPORT MINISTRY. BUT THIS MOVE, RATHER THAN UNDERMINING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY IN QATAR, HAS 
ENERGISED THE COUNTRY’S TECHNOLOGICAL PUSH FORWARD.
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of the year as part of the objectives of Qatar’s 
National Cybersecurity Strategy. Under the theme 
"Managing Supply Risk in the Supply Chain", the 
drill complements the series of national exercises 
initiated by MOTC’s Qatar Computer Emergency 
Response Team (Q-CERT) to raise the efficiency 
and readiness of government and corporate 
institutions against cyberattacks. 

AN OPEN AND DIGITAL GOVERNMENT
Several initiatives and events launched in the past 
year also serve to indicate strong efforts to realise 
the goals of the Qatar Digital Government Strategy 
2020. MOTC held a workshop on “Government 
Leadership in the Information Age”. Attended 
by more than 20 IT department managers from 
different government entities and ministries, 
the workshop aimed at increasing awareness of 
other countries’ experiences in the field of digital 
transformation and to discuss innovative ideas in 
government leadership in the ICT sector. MOTC 
also organized a four-day training workshop for 
a number of representatives of ministries and 
government entities on the Open Data Policy 
and its implementation. The workshop, attended 
by nearly 30 representatives of the different 
government entities, tackled a number of open 
data-related topics, including the benefits of open 
data for the government, and how government 
entities can set a plan for open data and create 
the open data web page, as well as how to 
manage open data initiatives continuously. 
MOTC issued the Open Data Policy in November 
2014 after it was approved by the national 
e-Government Steering Committee for adoption 
by the government agencies in the State of Qatar.

MOTC also tied up with Microsoft to bring the 
global experience in helping government agencies 
to enact digital transformations in line with the 
QDG 2020 Strategy, by building a transformation 
platform named “Sadeem”. As per the agreement, 
Microsoft will assist in building a technology 
platform offering e-Services tools and capabilities, 
business intelligence and other benefits, which 
focuses on the streamlining of initiatives designed 
to enhance government e-services in the country. 
The Qatari leadership expects all government 
services to be online by 2020, allowing the public 
to better interact with the government, and 
executives to have access to information and 

tools that will promote better-informed decision-
making. The government also projects significant 
cost-savings and an acceleration of the time to 
market for such services.

Almost as a sign of this progress, an MoU was 
signed between MOTC and the Supreme Judiciary 
Council to modernize and develop courts in 
Qatar electronically. As per the memorandum, 
both MOTC and the Supreme Judiciary Council 
will cooperate in the areas of supporting justice 
administration, developing courts electronically, 
and optimizing litigation mechanisms through 
the use of the best technological methods to 
provide better services to litigants, lawyers and 
stakeholders and make it easier for citizens in 
Qatar to support the achievement of prompt 
justice. 

BUILDING A ROBUST PRIVATE SECTOR
There were several key developments in 2016 that 
indicated MOTC’s interest in involving the private 
sector in this technological transformation. 
Authorities have been partnering with private 
players to encourage the growth of Qatar’s 
e-commerce landscape. The state’s business-
to-customer e-commerce market is the seventh-
largest in the MENA region and is expected to 
grow at a compound annual growth rate of 17% 
over the next five years, according to the Qatar 
National e-Commerce Roadmap. 

MOTC’s Smart Innovation Lab signed a deal to 
develop an autonomous drone delivery service 
proof of concept with QPost. The Innovation Lab 
has been formed to develop digital disruptive 
innovation in key sectors of Qatar while 
developing local high-tech skills and capabilities 
to spur new businesses and innovation. Of course 
this is in addition to another talent pool that MOTC 
is developing — the Digital Incubation Centre. 
Last year, 11 new start-up teams and 14 Idea 
Stage teams joined the incubation centre, having 
been chosen after a rigorous selection process. 
The ministry also continued to encourage IT 
excellence in the private sector through the Qatar 
IT Business 2016 Awards which recognize winners 
in seven categories: Service Provider of the Year, 
Cloud Service Provider of the Year, Tech Start-up 
of the Year, Best Mobile Application of the Year, 
Best IT Adoption in the SME Sector, and Smart 
Solution of the Year.

The Communications Regulatory Authority 
(CRA) has also had a busy year with the launch of 
several initiatives including a drive to encourage 
the uptake of Qatari domain names by local 
businesses and individuals to increase their web 
presence. As part of the drive, CRA has invited local 
web solution providers to sign up as accredited 
domain name registrars with the authority’s 
Qatar Domains Registry (QDR). CRA said QDR 
has “invested significant time and resources” in 
identifying and accrediting registrars with strong 
potential in increasing local and global adoption 
of the “.qa and .” domains. Accredited registrars 
represent QDR to offer short, memorable and 
uniquely Qatari domain extensions to customers, 
and to manage the registration process following 
international standards set by the Internet 
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers.

ON THE RIGHT FREQUENCY
HE Al Sulaiti, the Minister of Transport and 
Communications, launched two milestone 
systems initiated by the CRA to ensure effective 
and seamless management and monitoring of 
the radio spectrum usage in the State of Qatar. He 
launched the Automated Spectrum Monitoring 
System (ASMS) and the Automated Frequency 
Management System (AFMS) by inaugurating 
CRA’s National Monitoring Center — equipped 
with technology to monitor spectrum usage 
remotely. 

The CRA also has finalized the National 
Frequency Allocation Plan (NFAP) with 
appropriate consideration to planning of projects 
in sectors that are critical to Qatar’s economy. The 
plan, reviewed by the Qatar National Spectrum 
Coordination Committee (QNSCC), includes 
the updated National Frequency Allocation 
Table (NFAT) and is a comprehensive frequency 
allocation document that provides a transparent, 
non-discriminatory and predictable approach to 
spectrum management and reserves appropriate 
spectrum for future innovative technologies. 
It also integrates planning of new mobile 
broadband technologies, public protection and 
disaster relief measures, unmanned aircraft 
systems, global flight tracking, maritime safety, 
amateur radio, and other areas of focus at the 
International Telecommunication Union’s World 
Radiocommunication Conference 
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bdulla Al Rwaili, Executive 
Vice Chairman and Managing 
Director, GBI, who has 
expertise in developing 
roadmaps for international 

business turnaround scenarios and a proven 
record in successfully guiding organizations to the 
next phase of development, explains the strategy 
behind GBI’s evolution from a submarine cable 
system into a global shared and managed services 
provider. Sitting in GBI’s headquarters in Qatar 
Science and Technology Park – dubbed as Qatar’s 
heart of innovation – Al Rwaili describes how GBI, 
an investment initiated and led by Qatar, succeeds 
in contributing to the transformation of the region 
into an international connectivity hub.

HOW IMPORTANT IS THE INFRASTRUCTURE 
THAT GBI PROVIDES TO THE GCC, THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND BEYOND? 

In today’s world, data connectivity has become as 
crucial as other basic utilities, such as electricity, 
water and fuel. Therefore, having such a critical 
infrastructure is an asset that has immense 
and strategic impact on the future. Being a full-
fledged connectivity enabler, and the owner and 
operator of the vital infrastructure that contributes 
to the region’s shift towards knowledge-based 
economies, GBI has been at the forefront of 
the Smart Future concept since the company’s 
inception in Qatar over eight years ago.

We are in the business of connecting people, 
communities, governments, countries and 
continents and this is the primary role that we 
plan to sustain in the future by enabling the digital 
economies through the provision of agile and 
tailored solutions. 

By leveraging our industry focus, GBI aspires 
to become an ICT enabler and a contributor to 
Qatar’s National Vision 2030.

SHARE WITH US THE STORY OF GBI’S 
EVOLUTION. 
In the very beginning, GBI was part of the 
global fibre optic cable ecosystem that aimed 
to enhance the connectivity landscape in 
the capacity-hungry Middle East region while 
connecting it to the rest of the world. Fast-
forward to today, GBI owns and operates 
a multilayer and multisystem network that 
bridges the East to the West through the Middle 
East. Our network transformation has turned 
the company into a full-fledged global service 
provider that supports Ethernet, MPLS and IP 
networks, which marked the natural curve in the 
company’s lifespan. 

Our transformational strategy is grounded 
on three pillars: We embrace innovation in 
everything we do, we unlock synergies across the 
whole value chain through strategic partnerships 
and alliances, and we continuously evolve.

CREATING A GLOBAL 
CONNECTIVITY HUB
GULF BRIDGE INTERNATIONAL (GBI), AN INVESTMENT INITIATED AND LED BY QATAR, 
CONNECTS THE WORLD THROUGH THE MIDDLE EAST.

“We are in the business of connecting people, 
communities, governments, countries and continents 
and this is the primary role that we plan to sustain in 
the future by enabling digital economies through the 
provision of agile and tailored solutions.”

ABDULLA AL RWAILI 
EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRMAN AND MANAGING DIRECTOR 
GULF BRIDGE INTERNATIONAL 

A
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WHAT MAKES GBI STAND OUT IN THE INFOR-
MATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
LANDSCAPE IN THE MIDDLE EAST REGION?  
GBI is a unique project in many ways – starting 
from our business and operational model, to 
our network design, to the way the company 
was established and funded. Being a Qatar-led 
investment, GBI is a native Gulf company which 
originated in the region to serve the region. Today, 
we distinguish ourselves by being the Middle East’s 
first private and fastest growing IP network that has 
the vision to facilitate economic and social growth 
across the region by providing connectivity. We are 
agile, forward-looking and adaptable to the new 
networked world and digitized environment. 

WHAT HAVE BEEN SOME OF THE COMPANY’S 
MILESTONES IN THE PAST TWO YEARS SINCE 
YOU HAVE BEEN AT THE HELM?
The past two years have been full of milestones for 
GBI. Our geographical footprint has expanded; w 
have been adding more layers of intelligence and 
stronger enterprise capabilities to our network; 
we have strengthened our portfolio of wholesale 
and enterprise services and we have brought 
content closer to our customers and partners in 
the region. We have established partnerships with 
key cloud providers, entered major global Internet 
Exchanges as members and resellers providing 
better capacity enhancements and better content 
to carriers, ISPs and enterprise customers in the 
Middle East and globally. We have also launched 
our GBI@Inspire Internship programme in Doha 
and Dubai as part of GBI’s “good corporate 
citizenship” initiatives. 

Only in the last few months, our successes have 
been recognized through five prestigious industry 
awards celebrating excellence, innovation and 
best achievements given by telecom bodies in 
Qatar, the UAE and the United Kingdom.

The most significant milestone, however, has 
been our business transformation into a global 
shared and managed services provider – a 
paradigm shift that sustains our customer-centric 
business model and the continuous provision of 
value-based outcomes.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES DO YOU IDENTIFY IN 
THE NEW INDUSTRY VALUE CHAIN AND HOW 
ARE THEY ALIGNED WITH GBI’S GROWTH 
STRATEGY AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
SMART FUTURE ROADMAP?
GBI’s evolution is a testament to the endless 
possibilities for the whole ICT ecosystem. Selling 
our services only through our partners and allies in 
the region, reinventing our business model, forging 
further strategic partnerships, ensuring value to 
shareholders and customers, and diversifying our 
portfolio of services are core sustainable values 
in GBI’s growth path. This multi-prong approach 
will reinforce our capabilities to enable the Smart 
Future, to remain at the forefront of the region’s ICT 
development and to serve as a catalyst to growth.  

We remain focused on the Smart Future and 
the growing market demand that the evolution 
of machine-to-machine platforms, artificial 
intelligence, big data and the Internet of Everything 

will further propel. For example, IDC predicts 
Internet of Things revenues in the Middle East and 
Africa region to increase by more than $14.3 billion 
in 2020. And with IoT predicted to connect 50 billion 
things globally by 2020, GBI is well positioned 
to contribute to the Middle East’s “Smart Cities” 
infrastructure and to enable the digital economies 
by providing connectivity in a ‘smarter way.’

HOW DO YOU FORESEE GBI’S STRATEGY IN 
THE FUTURE?
Agility, innovation, partner-centricity among all 
stakeholders and the provision of value-added 
propositions will be the mainstays in our short-term 
and long-term company outlook. Equally critical 
will be our new business model grounded on 
significant alliances across the whole ecosystem, 
collaboration rather than completion and further 
expansion and scalability of our global end-to-end 
coverage in addressable markets 

ABOUT GBI
GBI is a global shared and managed services 
provider that owns and operates a multilayer 
carrier neutral network bridging the world to 
the Middle East. The GBI network connects 
the Middle East to Singapore towards the East 
and Egypt on the West, using two alternative 
terrestrial routes to protect traffic, crossing the 
Mediterranean to Italy into major European 
cities. Ensuring diversity by establishing its 
North Route, this new link from the Gulf to 
Europe via Iraq and Turkey added an ultra-low 
latency link from the GCC straight to the heart 
of Europe. GBI’s services include: Capacity 
Services, Ethernet Services, IP Services and 
Managed Hosting. 

GBI IS:  
 a leading service provider that owns and 

operates a major terrestrial and subsea 
cable connecting the East and the West 
through the Middle East 

 a neutral Multilayer Service Provider

 is the fastest growing IP network in the 
Middle East 

 the Middle East's first and only private 
network: AS200612

 an Internet Aggregator Service Provider 
with over 100 million eyeballs in the Middle 
East 

 providing its customers with greater 
choice, value and route diversity

 a carrier’s carrier for telecom operators, 
ISPs and governments throughout the 
Middle East, Europe and Asia 

 a direct partner to regional access 
providers as well as to major global 
providers 

 offering a broad portfolio of wholesale and 
enterprise services 

 offering connectivity services to any GBI 
PoP in the Middle East

 offering services to Qatar, the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, Iran, Iraq 
and Afghanistan

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
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oredoo began the calendar 
year with a reshuffle at the 
executive level. Bjorn Johan 
Lundstrom was appointed 
as the Group Chief 

Technology Officer, Ian Charles Dench as Group 
Chief Commercial Officer, and Izzeldin Hamed 
Hussein as Group Chief Legal & Regulatory 
Officer. This set the tone for the flurry of activity 
that their international operations witnessed. 
Changes were made to executive management 
members of the Qatar operations such as the 
new appointments of Damian Chappell as Chief 
Marketing Officer, Bjorn Stefan Axelsson as Chief 
Technology Officer, and Sheikh Ali Bin Jabor Al 
Thani as Chief Legal & Regulatory Officer. Ooredoo 
Group hosted a Capital Market Day in September 
2016 when investors and analysts met with senior 
management to discuss the company’s strategy 
and key operational developments, as well as 
sector dynamics. HE Sheikh Saud bin Nasser Al 
Thani, Ooredoo Group CEO, said in a statement, “I 
want to wish the new CXOs success at this exciting 
period which will witness many developments 
and challenges in the telecoms industry.” And this 

certainly came to pass.
Ooredoo Qatar’s Chief Executive Officer, 

Waleed Al Sayed, outlined the company’s vision 
to become the leading integrated ICT provider in 
Qatar and detailed its ongoing work to prepare 
to launch 5G services in the country. Ooredoo 
is already laying the foundations for 5G services  
and recently announced it has signed agreements 
with global technology leaders to build the 
region’s first 5G research and development centre 
in Doha.

Ooredoo has been ranked in the top ten most 
valuable brands in the MENA region for the first 
time according to the Brand Finance Middle East 
50 report, following a successful year that has 
seen the company raise its profile around the 
world. In securing its position, Ooredoo is one of 
three leading Qatari brands in the top ten, and 
among the strongest communications brands 
ranked in the rating.

Ooredoo announced the soft launch of its 
Voice over LTE (VoLTE) network, as the company 
continues to enhance and expand its nationwide 
Supernet. VoLTE enables customers to make 
crystal-clear HD voice calls over the 4G data 

network and provide faster call set-up. In addition, 
customers will be able to switch between 
ongoing voice calls and high-quality video calls 
as they want. The launch placed Qatar on a list 
of a handful of countries in the world supporting 
VoLTE service. Ooredoo said they were expecting 
strong demand, particularly as the number of 
VoLTE-compatible devices continued to grow 
throughout 2016. Customers will also be able to 
browse the Internet on the 4G network while still 
on a call – the first time they have been able to 
do this.

Ooredoo also became the first operator in the 
Middle East to launch 4K television services in 
February 2016 with Ooredoo TV. The new service 
replaced Ooredoo’s Mozaic TV and has been 
designed as an evolution in home entertainment 
services – combining apps, on-demand and live 
television in one easy-to-use box. As a result 
Qatar now enjoys the highest take-up of 4K 
television in the world, with approximately 52% 
percent of television connections in Qatar now 4K 
connections.

In 2015, Ooredoo pledged its commitment to 
the United Nations Sustainable Development 

STRIVING FOR 
TECH SUPERIORITY
FOR OOREDOO, 2016 WAS A YEAR OF VICTORIES ABROAD AND AWE-INSPIRING 
TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS AT HOME. HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF WHAT HAS 
BEEN AN EVENTFUL YEAR FOR THE COMPANY.

O
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Goals and launched the “Global Goals” initiatives 
meant to align with three of the seventeen SDGs 
– Good Health; Gender Equality, and Innovation 
& Infrastructure. This year, the telecom operator 
made good on these promises with initiatives 
that focused on these goals at its heart. Ooredoo 
launched May May, a maternal health app, in 
Myanmar which bridges the mobile and health 
sectors to help ensure that a wealth of useful 
maternal, child health and wellness information 
is readily available to women across the country 
both during and after pregnancy.

Ooredoo and the Algerian Red Crescent also 
officially launched a mobile clinic for the people 
of Tamanrasset Province in southern Algeria, in 
the Ahaggar Mountains. Managed by the Algerian 
Red Crescent, the Mobile Health Clinic provides 
healthcare services to people across the province, 
with a particular focus on people in remote areas, 
to save them from travelling hours to reach 
hospitals in town centres. It also offers healthcare 
education across the province for children and 

young people, providing information on primary 
health issues.

BEYOND THE BORDERS
Ooredoo Tunisia successfully launched 4G 
services this year, as the Ooredoo Group 
continues to transform the digital experience by 
offering superfast 4G services across its footprint. 
This was followed by the completion of the pre-
launch phase for 4G mobile in Algeria, making 
Ooredoo the first operator in the country to 
provide the superfast Internet service. With this 
launch the company now offers 4G services in 
eight markets in the Middle East, North Africa and 
Southeast Asia.

Ooredoo inaugurated its Nationwide 
Submarine Cable project, an important 
investment by the company to strengthen its 
networks, as part of its commitment to power 
a Digital Maldives. The multimillion-dollar 
fibre upgrade allows Ooredoo to provide 4G+ 
connectivity across the Maldives before the end of 

2016. The company has already initiated the roll-
out of 4G+ with successful upgrades completed in 
a number of atolls.

Ooredoo Group’s fully owned subsidiary 
Ooredoo Myanmar made funding arrangements 
with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and 
the International Finance Corporation (IFC), 
the private sector investment arm of the World 
Bank Group, to expand a nationwide modern 
mobile telecom network in Myanmar. Ooredoo 
Group and Ooredoo Myanmar teams successfully 
secured the funding, with ADB and IFC providing a 
$150 million loan to Ooredoo Myanmar.

Ooredoo Kuwait entered into an agreement 
to purchase 99% of internet service provider 
FASTtelco’s shares for a total consideration of 
KD11 million. It allows both companies to offer  
the full scope of fixed broadband and mobile 
services and open the doors to new revenue 
opportunities. Following this transaction, 
Ooredoo and FASTtelco will continue to co-exist 
as separate entities in the foreseeable future 

OOREDOO IN NUMBERS
(FINANCIAL RESULTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 2016)

Revenue stood at QR24 billion: In local 
currency terms growth in Qatar, Oman, 

Kuwait, Algeria, Maldives, Indonesia and 
Myanmar. Excluding Foreign Exchange 

translation impact, revenues would 
have increased by 2% compared to the 

reported flat revenue.

Continued strong data growth from 
consumer and enterprise customers: 

data revenue increased to 39% of Group 
revenue. Revenue from data contributed 

QR9.4 billion in 9M 2016.

Group EBITDA stable at QR10 billion 
with an improved EBITDA margin of 
42%, indicating an improvement in 

operational performance from 9M 2015 
(41%). Excluding Foreign Exchange 

translation impact, Group EBITDA would 
have increased by 3% year-on-year.

Group B2B revenue increased to 17% 
of Group Revenue or QR4.1 billion for 
9M 2016 reflecting Ooredoo’s ongoing 

investment in services for business 
customers. Operational highlights:

Group Net Profit to Ooredoo 
shareholders increased by 4% to 
QR1.8 billion driven by strong 

contributions from Qatar, Oman, 
Indonesia, Algeria and Maldives. 9M Net 

Profit results benefitted from Foreign 
Exchange gains, which have been 

partially reversed again by FX losses in 
Q3.

Customer base increased by 16% to 
reach almost 133 million driven by 

strong growth in Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Oman, Iraq, Tunisia, Algeria, Maldives 

and Palestine.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
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ncoming CEO Ian Gray had 
a tough job ahead – turning 
the company around in a 
challenging economic climate. 
The year has been about belt-

tightening – no dividend recommendations were 
made, staff redundancies occurred as did some 
asset cleanup. Vodafone Qatar also revisited their 
strategic objectives: Higher-quality services and 
products with brand/network perception and a 
decision to compete on level of quality and service 
more than price along with diversification through 
segmented approach, a culture of excellence and 
exploring new growth opportunities. This has 
reflected in recent Improvements like increase 
in market rates, service revenue growth, a leaner 
organisation, new attractive offers, a fixed 
roadmap and superior network “Best in Test” 
certification. 

“The business has delivered significant and 

sustained improvements in network quality, 
customer service and expanded our range of 
innovative products in the market place. We 
remain optimistic about the outlook for the 
company,” said Gray in a statement. “In addition 
to the significant enhancements undertaken, 
we have ceased activities and selling products 
which generated little or no margin. The impact 
of these changes is clearly evident in the dramatic 
improvement in customer attitudes towards the 
brand, which shows in our market research and 
also in the financial performance of the business.  
Most notably, in the improved cash position of the 
business and a return to surplus in the company’s 
distributable profits. Over recent months we 
have disconnected nearly 85,000 lines that 
were without adequate customer information 
resulting in a closing customer base of 1,457,265 
within which the company’s post-pay customer 
base grew by 3.1% in the quarter and 27.9% 

year -on-year.” Total revenue was down for the 
second quarter from last year primarily due to a 
conscious decision to move way from low-margin 
business and a reduction in regulated telecom 
rates, he says. “Despite this, our underlying 
service revenue grew 3.1% year-on-year.  We 
intend to continue with our current strategy, 
building on our international reputation through 
quality, expanding from our core mobile strength 
and further investing in fixed-line activities (which 
already account for 29% of sales to businesses).”

At long last, Vodafone Qatar launched the "My 
Vodafone App", a smartphone app for customers 
wishing to manage their line, view balance and 
usage, pay bills, recharge, and chat with Vodafone 
Customer Care agents directly in the app. The new 
app is available in English and Arabic, on both iOS 
and Android, free of charge to all Vodafone Qatar 
prepaid and postpaid customers.

Vodafone Qatar, in partnership with Huawei, 

IN TOUCH WITH 
THE COMMUNITY
VODAFONE’S PERFORMANCE IN 2016 IMPROVED FROM A LOW BASE; THE 
PREVIOUS YEAR HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT. HOWEVER, THE TELECOM 
OPERATOR CONTINUED TO DO WHAT THEY DO BEST – EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE WITH 
THE COMMUNITY.

I
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announced another milestone for their 4G 
network having achieved data speeds of 1Gbps 
in a test environment thanks to the introduction 
of 4.5G technology. The necessary technology to 
achieve such high speeds was tested on live sites 
in Vodafone Qatar’s network reaching speeds of 
up to 780Mbps. This speed allows the download 
of a typical HD movie of 3GB within around 30 
seconds. Vodafone is one of the first carriers to 
introduce 4.5G technology in the GCC region. 
Building on Vodafone’s existing 4G+ services, the 
new 4.5G network was rolled out across Vodafone 
Qatar’s network in 2016, offering customers even 
faster mobile speeds and providing the company 
with greater network bandwidth utilisation.

This year, Vodafone also inaugurated Business 
Corners in its flagship stores in Villaggio, City 
Center and Landmark malls dedicated to serving 
Small Medium Enterprise (SME) and Small Office/
Home Office (SOHO) customers. These Business 
Corners are able to provide a number of business 
solutions including mobility and fixed to existing 
customers and potential customers who walk into 
the stores to learn more about how Vodafone can 
help their businesses. SOHOs in Qatar make up 
approximately 70% of all registered businesses 
in Qatar employing less than nine people in a 
wide range of small companies such as retail 
shops, pharmacies, and limousine services. To 
support this huge business segment in Qatar, 
Vodafone launched its unique platform for the 
SOHO segment, Ready Business – two choices of 
postpaid plans packed with value including up 
to 30 International Free Minutes for every hour 
of received calls and other innovative benefits 
such as a Business Ring-Back Tone to enhance 
the running of their businesses. Vodafone also 
launched Wi-Fi as a service that allows business 
customers to offer, in their facilities, Wi-Fi Internet 
access to visitors and employees. Powered by 
a centralized authentication and web traffic 
analysis platform, the service provides a rich set 

of features including a customised landing page, 
wide range of end user authentication methods, 
usage reports and footfall analysis.

COMMUNITY CONNECT
In collaboration with its Knowledge Partner, 
Carnegie Mellon University (CMUQ), Vodafone 
Qatar brought together scores of peers and 
experts in Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Sustainability to debate the critical role a well-
defined corporate purpose and solid business 
ethics play in creating sustainable change. Experts 
were brought together under the umbrella of 
Vodafone’s CSR Majlis that aims at providing 
an open platform that facilitates dialogue and 
knowledge sharing between peers representing 
both the public and private sectors of Qatar. 
Vodafone held a CSR Majlis, with different themes, 
on a regular basis to connect the leaders of this 
field and bring them together to explore ways of 
collaborations and mutual support. 

Many of these insights were no doubt leveraged 
in order to craft relevant and impactful social 
initiatives that Vodafone Qatar is well known for. 
Under the banner of AmanTECH, Vodafone’s aid 
programme for online child safety, more than 250 

families participated in the Vodafone AmanTECH 
Treasure Hunt at Dahl Al Hammam park. The 
event informed parents about how to keep 
their children safe in the digital world through 
a number of fun puzzles about the digital world 
that parents need to solve in collaboration with 
their children to win prizes. The second edition 
of Vodafone’s hugely successful fundraising 
challenge #GivingChallenge also raised a total of 
QR1,008,500 as a result of 100,850 votes which is 
more than double the amount raised last year. 
The challenge which was launched on the first 
day of Ramadan saw four Qatari social media 
influencers use their social media channels to 
raise funds for their chosen charity. Vodafone 
Qatar also recently held the second edition of its 
ongoing Tech Night series aimed at introducing 
new devices and their features to customers. Its 
other notable efforts through the year include 
sponsoring the Eid Charity organized cultural 
week that aims at keeping Qatari students in 
the UK connected to their society and values, 
launching a campaign to raise awareness of 
spam calls and messages which some customers 
might be receiving, and hosting the third literary 
competition in Qatar 

VODAFONE IN NUMBERS
ACTUAL FY16 GUIDANCE FY17

TOTAL REVENUE 2,119 MILLION 2,030 - 2,070 MILLION 

SERVICE REVENUE 1,966 MILLION 1,940 - 1,980 MILLION 

EBITDA MARGIN % 18.9 24.5 - 25 

CAPITAL INTENSITY % 18.7 12.7 

FREE CASH FLOW 134.4 MILLION 90 - 110 MILLION

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
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ithin its mission to 
provide a sustainable 
and high-quality supply 
of electricity and water 
for a better life in the 

state of Qatar, and its continuous efforts to 
extend its services against the backdrop of an 
increased population that reached 2.477 million 
people last July with an annual growth rate of 
5.65% compared to 2015 when it was nearly 
2.345 million people according to the Ministry of 
Development Planning and Statistics, KAHRAMAA 
worked through Electricity and Water Networks 
Affairs and in accordance with a well-defined 
mechanism and plans to meet the growing 
demand for electricity and water throughout  
the year.

Statistics indicate higher electricity loads this 
year as a result of an unprecedented increase 
in temperatures. The highest electricity load of 
7,435 megawatts registered in September 3, 2016, 

increasing by 2.3% above the level of 2015 whose 
highest load reached 7,270 megawatts.

Electricity Networks Affairs commissioned 
several maintenance workshops for the electricity 
sector to ensure continuous supply of electricity 
and quick response to power outages with the 
collaboration of the unified 991 contact centre. 
This was reflected in outage reduction which is 
one of the main performance efficiency criteria 
in the corporation. The SAIFI index of average 
interruptions frequency recorded 0.02037 times, 
while the SAIDI index of average interruptions 
duration recorded 20.970 minutes. Maintenance 
and response rates reached 1:23 and 0:53 hours, 
respectively, until August 2016. 

KAHRAMAA succeeded in meeting the rising 
demand for water which has reached 310.7 
million gallons this year, increasing by 3.7% 
compared to 2015 when demand recorded 300.5 
million gallons. Water Networks Affairs took all 
necessary actions to meet the growing demand 

during summer.
KAHRAMAA achieved remarkable results 

in rationalizing water consumption starting 
from 2015 till the summer of 2016. The average 
ratio of annual consumption in the last seven 
years ranged between 5% and 12%, while the 
rate from 2015 to 2016 was 3.7% only as a 
result of KAHRAMAA’s continued high-quality 
performance at the networks and water stations, 
especially from the last quarter of 2015 to mid 
2016, in addition to intensive rationalization 
and awareness campaigns organized within the 
National Programme for Conservation and Energy 
Efficiency (Tarsheed). Consequently, KAHRAMAA 
succeeded in maintaining the strategic water 
reserve of the country at an adequate and 
satisfactory level throughout the summer.

STRATEGIC PLANS 2017-2021
KAHRAMAA discussed the strategic plans of 
its various departments for the coming five 

MEETING THE 
NEEDS OF THE NATION
QATAR GENERAL ELECTRICITY & WATER CORPORATION (KAHRAMAA) CAN BOAST ABOUT 
MANY ACHIEVEMENTS THIS YEAR THAT FURTHERED ITS GOALS TO IMPLEMENT STRATEGIC 
PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REQUIRED STANDARDS FOR POWER 
SUPPLY CONTINUITY WHICH ACHIEVE SUSTAINABILITY.

“KAHRAMAA will work through the plan 2017-2021 to 
achieve productive efficiency; raise investment capital 
and technical competence; maintain the same level of 
production with the minimum inputs, cost and effort; 
and continue improvement operations and economic 
efficiency.”

ENG. ESSA BIN HILAL AL KUWARI
PRESIDENT 
KAHRAMAA

W
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years (2017–2021) at the Planning Forum 2016 
it organized under the theme of “Efficiency 
Towards Excellence”. Speaking at the occasion,  
HE Dr Mohammed bin Saleh Al Sada, Minister 
of Energy and Industry, said,  “Qatar National 
Vision 2030, the ten-point strategy of the second 
phase of the National Development Strategy 
2017–2022, KAHRAMAA’s Corporate Strategic Plan 
and its long-term roadmap until 2030 were the 
framework and bases on which KAHRAMAA’s plan 
2017–2021 was built, and which all government 
departments should take into account when 
developing their strategic plans.”

He added that KAHRAMAA's annual forum for 
planning is an essential part of the corporation’s 
journey for strategic transformation which 
was launched in 2014 to align its strategy with 
Qatar National Vision 2030, the first phase of the 
National Development Strategy 2011–2016 and 
the directives of the Ministry of Administrative 
Development and Ministry of Labor and Social 
Affairs. KAHRAMAA has achieved all its objectives 
according to the first phase of the National 
Development Strategy 2011–2016. He confirmed 
that KAHRAMAA achieved many milestones and 
reached many of its strategic objectives due to 
the clarity of its strategy, objectives and roadmap 
developed in 2014, and more importantly 
its complete adherence to performance and 
continuous development follow-up mechanisms.

KAHRAMAA President Eng. Essa Bin Hilal  
Al Kuwari confirmed that the corporation has 
adopted excellence as its slogan across six 
dimensions of business excellence including 
asset excellence, operational excellence, people 
excellence, commercial excellence, customer 
excellence, and community and social excellence. 
In this respect he indicated that KAHRAMAA will 
work through the 2017–2021 plan to achieve 
productive efficiency; raise investment capital 
and technical competence; maintain the same 
level of production with the minimum input, cost 
and effort; and continue improvement operations 
and economic efficiency. 

He stressed the corporation's renewable 
five-year plan 2017–2021, and did not overlook 
the required strategy to achieve the desired 
objectives. He referred to the initiatives of 
intelligent networks and renewable sources of 

energy to be in place in 2021, before the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 Finals in Qatar, which is the 
last year in KAHRAMAA’s renewable plan 2017–
2021 and is essential for KAHRAMAA and its 
partners especially with regard to services and 
infrastructure. KAHRAMAA is very keen to be ready 
a year earlier for the big event of 2022.

MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS
He indicated that KAHRAMAA achieved many 
milestones in 2016 and reached the target 
ratios of its strategic objectives outlined in the 
timetable of the roadmap. It won many local 
and regional accolades, completed the second 
phase of its strategic plan development, started 
the customers relations project and billing 
scheme which is expected to be completed early 
in 2019, and started the KAHRAMAA operations 
integration project within the framework of 
the intelligent operations of the corporation 
expected to be completed early in 2017. 

The president of KAHRAMAA indicated that the 
year 2016 also witnessed the start of many major 
projects including the mega reservoirs project 
which will be completed by the end of 2019, the 
12th phase of the electricity networks project 
expected to be completed in 2021, the 13th phase 
of the electricity networks project expected 
to be completed in 2021, and the consultancy 
study of the Station E electricity and water 
project. The importance of the annual planning 
forum is derived from the fact that it develops 
the roadmap to deal with the challenges of the 
electricity, water and customer service sectors in 
the next five years. 

He said that KAHRAMAA has gone a long way 
in implementing energy efficiency programmes 
and enhancing the utilization of available 
materials through the Tarsheed programme 
which has achieved remarkable success in 
reducing the ratio of per capita consumption 
of electricity and water by 14% and 15%, 
respectively, since the launch of the programme 
in 2012 and till the end of 2015. The corporation 
was able to achieve these milestones through 
three basic dimensions: applying modern 
technologies, revising electricity and water 
prices and spreading awareness, which have 
considerably contributed to raising the indexes 

of performance at KAHRAMAA and in the country 
as a whole.

A significant portion of KAHRAMAA’s mandate 
this year has been focused on monitoring 
maintenance works and early replacement of 
the existing network in electrical distribution 
stations in order to reduce the rate of damage. 
In the second quarter of 2016, it updated 490 
distribution transformers and 301 distribution 
plants, besides building 148 electrical distribution 
stations. KAHRAMAA also has completed 
civilian maintenance works for 320 stations in 
order to ensure the performance level of the 
electrical network stability falls within adopted  
operating levels.       

The performance of the electrical transmission 
networks has been improved during the second 
quarter of this year, where 88% of protection 
devices have been qualified and replaced 
with modern digital devices. Moreover, 70% 
of reading meter projects that measure the 
efficiency of equipment and devices for senior 
customers have been completed. Moreover, 
75% of the Cyber Security Project has been 
accomplished for “Escada Control Center”, 
upgrading controlling systems, controlling the 
stations and securing the appropriate electrical 
feeds for many activities of the country.

 It is worth mentioning that KAHRAMAA 
has developed many plans and strategies to 
surmount future challenges, achieve targeted 
levels of performance efficiency, upgrade 
electricity networks in terms of periodical 
and safe maintenance of transmission and 
distribution stations, monitor these stations 
through the national control center in line with 
the objectives of Qatar National Vision 2030, 
and reach comprehensive and sustainable 
development in the state of Qatar. 

KAHRAMAA also participated, through its 
delegation, in most of the activities of COP22 
and the accompanying exhibition held from 7 to 
18 November 2016 in Marrakesh, Morocco. The 
corporation was very well prepared for this event 
so as to enhance the image of the state of Qatar 
and the country’s role in minimising the effects of 
climate change in line with the directives of the 
higher management of the corporation led by  
HE Eng. Al Kuwari 
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FLYING AMONG 
THE ELITE
HAMAD INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (HIA), QATAR’S STATE-OF-THE-ART GATEWAY TO 
THE WORLD, HAS ENTERED AN ELITE CATEGORY OF AIRPORTS BY BEING CLASSIFIED 
AS ONLY THE SIXTH AIRPORT IN THE WORLD TO ACHIEVE 5-STAR STATUS BY SKYTRAX, 
THE LONDON-BASED AVIATION INSTITUTE AND THE GOLD STANDARD FOR CONVEYING 
THE PASSENGER’S VOICE IN AIRPORT AND AIRLINE RANKINGS. THIS MAKES HIA THE 
YOUNGEST AIRPORT IN THE WORLD TO EARN THIS ACCLAIMED TITLE AND THE FIRST IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST.
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he highest rating – five 
stars – has previously 
only been awarded to five 
other airports worldwide: 
Singapore, Seoul, Hong 

Kong, Tokyo-Haneda and Munich. This recognition 
is particularly timely as it comes after a year of 
reaching a number of strategic milestones at 
HIA, including the introduction of its iBeacon-
enabled mobile app, the launch of the Smart 
Airport features in the terminal, the operation of 
the dual passenger train shuttle to concourses D 
and E and the opening of multiple duty free stores.  
Moreover, HIA has continued to work closely with 
Qatar Museums adding multiple international and 
local art installations across the terminal.

Engineer Badr Mohammed Al Meer, Chief 
Operating Officer of HIA, stated, “Joining the elite 
of airports and being the first airport in the Middle 
East to earn five stars from Skytrax is an honour, 
and a direct result of the thousands of people 
who ensure HIA operates smoothly every day, 
every flight. No matter how long our guests are 
with us, we strive to make their journey flawless 
and memorable. This acknowledgement is highly 
gratifying, and will continue to motivate us to 
create an exceptional experience for everyone.” 

Edward Plaisted, CEO of Skytrax, said, 
“We extend our congratulations to Hamad 
International Airport for achieving this 5-Star 
Airport recognition, as well as being the first 
airport in the Middle East to gain this status. 

This accolade brings the challenge that 5-Star 
Airports find their customers become ever more 
demanding, and we have every confidence that 
HIA will continue to both maintain and improve 
standards as we move forward into 2017”.

The prestigious 5-Star Airport rating is awarded 
to airports achieving the highest overall Quality 
Performance. The 5-Star Airport rating recognises 
those airports providing excellent facilities for 
customers combined with high-quality airport 
staff service. Airport Quality ranking covers front-
line areas for departures, arrival and transfer, 
including airport facilities, customer service, 
security, immigration, shop outlets and food and 
beverage facilities.

HIA is an award-winning airport with services 
and facilities that include Qatar Duty Free, a 
premium shopping emporium with more than 

40,000 square metres of combined retail and 
dining with more than 70 boutiques and 30 cafés 
and restaurants. HIA also boasts an airside hotel, 
two airside squash courts, a gym, a 25-metre 
swimming pool and spa, all within easy reach 
of the departure gates. The airport also features 
two runways with dual capacity, one of the 
largest free-span maintenance hangars in the 
world, a cutting-edge two-storey cargo facility 
and one of the world’s largest self-contained  
catering facilities.

With just three years of operations, HIA has 
garnered world-class awards and recognition, 
including Skytrax Middle East’s Best Airport in 
2015 and 2016, Skytrax Best Staff Service in the 
Middle East 2016 and previously Best Airport 
Award at the Future Travel Experience (FTE) Asia 
Awards in 2015 

T
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ost recently in early 
December, Qatar Rail 
celebrated a major 
milestone with the 
completion of all viaducts 
across the Elevated 

sections of Doha Metro Project in the presence of  
HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti, Minister of 
Transport and Communications and Vice 
Chairman of the Rail Steering Committee, Eng. 
Abdulla Abdulaziz Al Subaie, Managing Director 
and Chairman of the Executive Committee of Qatar 
Rail, and Dr Eng. Saad Ahmed Al Muhannadi, Chief 
Executive Officer of Qatar Rail. HE Al Sulaiti said, 
“Today we proudly gather to celebrate another 
important milestone with the completion of 
viaducts on the Doha Metro Project three months 
ahead of time.” The construction of viaducts 
included the northern and southern sections of 
the Red Line and a section of the Green Line. 

Work on Doha Metro’s viaducts first started 
in August 2015. Since then a total of 8.7 km of 
viaducts have been completed, made up of 2,293 
segments. Lifting the segments were a total of 
five launching girders. Massive pieces of state-
of-the-art equipment, the launching girders 
generally span around 80 m in length with a total 
weight of approximately 381 tons of steel. The 
viaduct completion is key, as its lines connect to 
significant landmarks such as Al Rayyan Stadium, 
Lusail Stadium, and Al Wakra City, as well as Qatar 
University and Lusail City in the west. In addition, 
it provides what will be important links between 
Doha, Mall of Qatar, and Al Riffa area. With this the 
overall completion of Doha Metro now currently 
stands at 51%.

Completion of the viaduct sections followed 
shortly on from the completion of all tunneling 

across the Doha Metro Project on September 
25, three months ahead of schedule. The final 
breakthrough took place at Terminal One of 
Hamad International Airport. The first tunnel 
boring machines (TBM) started tunneling in July 
2014 and the final 111th kilometre was crossed 
by the TBM “Msheireb” on the southern part of the 
Red Line of this landmark mega project. In order 
to achieve 100% of the tunneling for the Doha 
Metro project 470,497 concrete segments were 
required to produce 70,071 tunnel rings to make 
the 111 km of tunnels. The 21 state-of-the-art 
TBMs saw Qatar Rail recognised by the Guinness 
World Records for “The Largest Number of Tunnel 
Boring Machines Operating Simultaneously on a 
Single Project”. 

The first phase of the Doha Metro is expected 
to be completed in 2020, when the project’s 37 
metro stations are expected to be operative, 
with an average journey time of two minutes 
between adjacent stations. By 2030, all the three 
networks – Doha Metro, Lusail Tram and the 
long-distance rail, which will link Qatar with the 
GCC Rail network – are expected to be complete. 
With the completion of the first phase of the Doha 
Metro and Lusail Tram, Qatar Rail expects to offer 
630,000 passenger trips per day by 2021. 

As part of its efforts to boost integration and 
cooperation with security and government 
entities, Qatar Rail received a team of engineers 
from the Qatar Armed Forces’ Emiri Corps of 
Engineers at Doha Metro’s Gold Line, Al Waab 
Station construction site. Similarly, in coordination 
with the Interior Ministry’s Civil Defense 
Department and the Green Line contractor, Qatar 
Rail organized a fire safety mock drill in addition 
to partnering with the Ministry of Interior to hold a 
traffic, safety and security awareness programme 

for workers involved in delivering its landmark 
projects. The initiative was launched for the 
first time in 2015 for senior foreign employees, 
engineers, and technicians. The Interior Ministry’s 
Public Relations Department prepared awareness 
programmes for these employees aiming at 
making their move from their home countries less 
challenging by briefing them on Qatari customs 
and laws, including traffic safety, drug and alcohol 
control, and Internet law and cybercrimes, as well 
at introducing the Qatar Community Policing arm. 
This programme was re-run for workers later that 
year with other specially tailored programmes in 
many languages including English, Hindi, Urdu, 
and many more.  

Due to its success, the programme has just 
completed its second phase which featured 
various awareness initiatives for workers including 
those on construction and building, bus drivers 
who transfer workers to sites, and  security guards 
who work at the sites and workers’ residence. 
These programmes were offered at various Qatar 
Rail sites in coordination with its contractors, who 
were tasked with setting up meeting rooms on 
work sites and the workers’ residence, the last of 
which was held at the residence of the Red Line 
workers. The programmes were attended by more 
than 400 workers.

A further 15,000 Qatar Rail workers are set 
to benefit from a new training centre recently 
launched by Qatar Rail as part of its intensive 
efforts to ensure the highest standards of health 
and safety on sites.The Green Line training 
centre offers training courses on health and 
safety across all levels which can be up to five 
days in duration. They incorporate a range of 
workshops from tunnelling and construction 
inductions, to working in confined spaces, first 

HALF WAY THERE
QATAR RAIL IS FIRMLY ON TRACK AS IT RACES TOWARDS COMPLETION IN TIME 
FOR THE WORLD CUP IN 2022.

M
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aid, risk assessment, vehicle and plant movement, 
working at heights,  electrical safety and fire safety, 
among many more. Training is given by a team of 
accredited trainers along with Arabic and Indian 
interpreters. 

Last year, Qatar Rail unveiled the Doha Metro 
and Lusail Tram designs. The disclosure of the 
exterior designs of the upcoming railway vehicles, 
"Al Faras" for the Doha Metro and "Al Mehmel" 
for the Lusail tram, will give the public a glimpse 
of what the new systems will look like when they 
open in 2020. The Doha Metro and Lusail Tram 
project designs combine Qatari heritage and 
culture with modern technology. 

A symbol of intelligence and speed, "Al Faras" – 
a name given to the Arabian mare – has inspired 
the design of the Doha Metro driverless trains and 
their dynamic shape. Since ancient times, mares 
have been prized in Qatari culture. Whether for 
war or for racing, they were preferred over colts 
or stallions since they are more disciplined and 
easier to control. This relates to the nature of Doha 
Metro as one of the fastest driverless trains in the 
world and the fastest in the region travelling at 

100 kilometres per hour. The mare’s intelligence 
relates to the advanced technology used in 
driverless trains. The dynamic shape of the Arabian 
mare served as inspiration for the front end of the 
vehicle and its lines define a shape that is powerful 
yet slender and elegant. The design is custom-
made for the Doha Metro project and the shape of 
the windows resembles the eyes of the mare. The 
interior is inspired by the progressive architecture 
present in the Doha skyline, combining traditional 
and modern elements.

Equally sophisticated, “Al Mehmel”, which 
signifies “Al Dhow” – the old traditional Qatari 
boat used for pearl fishing – served as the main 
inspiration for the Lusail Tram design.  The design 
concept focused on the sea representing dhow 
pearl fishing and bringing in the calm, cool, 
elegant and tranquil elements of that medium to 
the design. All these features will be depicted in 
the design of the trams. 

Future commuters will enjoy a smart, driverless 
experience equipped with advanced safety and 
security controls, intelligent air conditioning and 
spacious seating. In total, 75 trains – consisting 

of three cars, one of which will be for Gold and 
Family Class and two for Standard Class – will be 
delivered to Doha Metro: Gold will have 16 seats, 
Family 26 seats and Standard 88 seats

Qatar Rail is also starting to intensify public 
engagement beginning with students. Last 
year it launched a month of arts, creativity 
and performance that is intended to celebrate 
the integrated railway project. The activities 
kicked off with the three-day “Qatar Rail Theatre 
Festival” which featured productions done by 
local students based on their perceptions of the 
exciting landmark project. Qatar Rail also opened 
Metro Art, an exhibition which uses art to bring 
Doha Metro to life. These initiatives were carried 
out by a committee responsible for including 
Qatar Rail projects within academic curricula 
and school activities starting from the 2015/2016 
academic year. This committee comprises subject 
matter experts from Qatar Rail and the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Education and was 
established with the goal of raising awareness 
of the young generation with regards to the 
upcoming railway networks in Qatar 

INFRASTRUCTURE
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he year 2016 saw the 
country’s infrastructure 
grabbing the headlines 
for a variety of reasons. 
While on one hand projects 

worth billions got under way, there was news of 
construction spending taking a tumble. A number 
of contracts related to key projects were awarded, 
but there was also the odd occasion where things 
came to a halt. 

According to reports, Qatar’s investment in 
infrastructure is slated to reach around QR546 
billion in the lead-up to the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
and in line with the country’s development plan, 
and that projects worth $200 billion (approx 
QR800 billion) were currently under way. 

“Qatar will be transforming itself into a 
knowledge-based economy by 2030 with the lead 
role being played by the private sector. Over the 
past few years, the country has been pursuing 
a flexible and multifaceted economic strategy 
derived from the Qatar National Vision 2030,” 

said HE Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim bin Mohamed 
Al Thani, the Minister of Economy and Commerce.

He highlighted Qatar’s investment in 
infrastructure, in particular Hamad International 
Airport, the New Doha Port, and a new highway 
system. He also said that advanced infrastructure, 
including the economic zones managed by 
Manateq, would encourage the establishment of 
new businesses in the country.

Yet another report said that Qatar would be 
investing QR12 billion to improve the country’s 
infrastructure. The plan involves 29 projects, 
three of them in the Doha Industrial Area. A total 
of QR1.40 billion has been allocated for Package 
1 of the project, covering an area of more than 4.8 
million sqm, for improving infrastructure facilities 
and roads in the Industrial Area. It includes work 
to strengthen and upgrade roads which stretch 
for more than 38 km. QR1.24 billion was allotted 
for package 2 of the project, which covers an area 
exceeding 3.5 million sqm; the work includes 
improvement of roads, 39 km in length, in  

the Industrial Area.
According to Qatar Investment Fund (QIF), the 

country is projected to witness investments worth 
$20 billion (QR72 billion) in roads, $40 billion 
(QR145 billion) in railways, $4 billion (QR14.5 
billion) in stadiums, and $8 billion (QR29 billion) 
on a deep-water seaport.

But the year 2016 was not all about rapid 
growth. The value of new construction contracts 
awarded in Qatar during the first three months 
of the year fell to their lowest levels in more than 
five years as governments in the region cut back 
on infrastructure spending because of lower oil 
prices. According to figures from Middle East 
Business Intelligence, contracts awarded during 
the first quarter fell to $830 million (QR3 billion) — 
a decline of 92% year-on-year, and a 70% drop on 
the previous quarter. 

Also, Qatar has earmarked QR93.2 billion for 
major projects in its budget for 2017. Announced 
by HE the Minister of Finance Ali Shareef Al Emadi, 
the budget estimated revenues of QR170.1 

IN FULL SWING
DESPITE THE DROP IN OIL PRICES AND THE SLOWDOWN IN THE ECONOMY, THERE WAS 
NO LETTING UP ON THE INFRASTRUCTURE FRONT AS CONTRACTS WERE AWARDED FOR 
KEY PROJECTS.

T
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billion and an expenditure of QR198.4 billion, 
thus leading to an expected deficit of QR28.3 
billion. He said that the allocations for major 
projects represent 47% of the total expenditure 
in 2017, adding that the quota for “Chapter IV 
Major Projects” in the budget has increased by 
2.6%. “This demonstrates our commitment to 
completing all projects in the main sectors on 
schedule. An increase in construction activities 
on various projects will lead to higher allocations 
for major projects during the coming three fiscal 
years,” said HE Al Emadi.

Things came to a halt last year when Qatar 
authorities suspended a project to build a new 
sewer and drainage system in Doha. A letter 
was sent in June to the contractors for the Inner 
Doha Re-sewerage Implementation Strategy 
(IDRIS), advising them to suspend the work “with 
immediate effect”. However, no official reason 
was given for the suspension.

In other news, public works authority Ashghal 

started excavation works in December for the 
main trunk sewer, part of the Doha South Sewage 
Infrastructure Project. The project comprises 
the construction of a 16 km main trunk sewer, 
divided into three segments — eastern, northern 
and western. This is in addition to the design 
and construction of 11 shafts that will be used 
to excavate the main tunnel. The main trunk 
sewer will manage the sewage flows through 
pumping stations to the existing Doha south  
treatment works.

CONTRACTS AWARDED
Among the major contracts awarded in 2016, 
the joint venture of Hill International, Italferr and 
ASTAD was awarded a QR151.6 million contract 
by Qatar Railways Company to provide project 
management consultancy services for the Lusail 
Light Rail Transit (LLRT) system in Doha. The 38.5 
km tram system will have four lines, 25 stations at-
grade and seven underground stations.

Also, late last year, GE Energy Connections said 
one of its units has won a contract from India-
based Larsen & Toubro (L&T) to support seven 
66/11 kV substations at the Lusail City mega-
development. GE’s Grid Solutions business will 
be providing both the main relays marking the 
exclusive provision of all protection equipment 
for the substations. In addition, more than 400 
protection panels and the full DS Agile substation 
automation system for the seven substations are 
being provided by Grid Solutions.

KBR, an American engineering, procurement 
and construction company, won an extension 
for Qatar’s Expressway Programme, which will 
see them continue to deliver full programme 
management capability for the next three years. 
The QR50 billion programme aims at providing 
critical road network links to key areas around the 
country, including industrial areas, airports, ports, 
residential, business and tourism districts.

German transit multinational Thyssenkrupp 
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was awarded a contract to manufacture, supply, 
install and maintain more than 500 elevators and 
escalators for the Red Line North, Green Line and 
two more stations of Doha’s upcoming metro 
network. The network will link major locations 
within the city, including Hamad International 
Airport, Lusail, West Bay and Education City.

MAJOR PROJECTS APPROVED
According to a report in August 2016, state-owned 
Private Engineering Office (PEO) said that it will 
deliver three new hospitals by early 2017. The 
report further said that the hospitals would be 
dedicated to treating single expatriate workers, 
and is part of the expansion plan of Hamad 
Medical Corporation to open seven new public 
hospitals and increase the number of hospital 
beds to 1,100 across Qatar by the end of 2017. 
Each new hospital will have a capacity of 120 
new beds, outpatient clinics, ambulance services, 
operating theatres, a radiology department and 
laboratories. PEO said that the hospitals located 
in the Industrial Area, Mesaieed Industrial City 
and Ras Laffan will be handed over to the Ministry 
of Public Health by early 2017.

The Qatari Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment (MME) announced last year that 
Doha and its suburban areas would receive 

15 footbridges. A committee which includes 
the MME, Ashghal, the traffic department and 
Qatar Development Bank has been formed to 
oversee the developments. Available services 
will include shops, restaurants, ATMs and toilets. 
The footbridges will also be equipped with 
escalators and lifts to benefit the elderly and  
physically challenged. 

In December last year, Qatar’s Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, HE Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani, was part of a ceremony 
that witnessed the starting of full operations at 
Hamad Port, six months ahead of the original 
schedule. Praising the role of the private sector 
in the mega project, HE Al Thani said: “Hamad 
Port is a key pillar of the economy, and will make 
Qatar a maritime gateway for global trade as it 
provides services according to state-of-the-art 
global technology and international security and 
safety standards.”

“Today, we are witnessing a great achievement 
in the private transport sector’s projects. The 
unlimited support by Emir HH Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani along with the close follow-up 
by Deputy Emir HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani was behind the start of the overall 
operations of this giant project before the set 
deadlines and within the allocated budget.”

HE Al Thani added: “The New Port Project 
Steering Committee has provided a perfect 
example by encouraging the contribution of the 
Qatari private sector to national mega projects 
where the share of Qatari companies and local 
market in the contracts for the establishment of 
the port was nearly 60%. This comes in line with 
the wise leadership of Emir HH Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, according to which the largest 
share of economic development projects being 
implemented by the state shall be undertaken by 
the local sector.”

In another development, the Ambassador of 
South Korea to Qatar HE Heung-kyeong Park said 
that the Qatar-Korea LED project with an initial 
capacity of producing 0.5 million MENA-tailored 
LED lights per year will soon become operational.

“The Korea-Qatar LED project is in progress 
with a view to producing MENA-tailored LED 
lights as collaboration between a Korean LED 
consortium and its Qatari counterpart. The initial 
phase of the LED plant will be built at a cost of 
$34 million (QR124 million) and produce 500,000 
units of LED lights per annum,” said HE Park, 
according to latest reports. He added that, in 
addition to the LED production unit at Industrial 
Area, an institute for research and development 
will also be established 
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hree of these include 
QR1.4 billion projects for 
infrastructure development 
and road rebuilding in an 
area in excess of 4.8 million 

square metres, and works to upgrade 38 plus 
km of roads, all in Doha Industrial Area. QR1.24 
billion were also earmarked for many other 
works including improving 39 km of roads in 
the industrial area. These works are going to be 
implemented within Package 6 of the industrial 
area infrastructure development projects with a 
view to improve the capacity of 21 km network  
of roads.

Ashghal also announced the ratio of 
implementation in the East-West Corridor flyovers 
south of the country as being in excess of 70% 
by the end of last year 2016. The flyover on the 
eastern corridor along Najmah Street was open 
for traffic to facilitate transportation between 
Al Wakrah and Doha and expedite passage to 

Hamad International Airport without the need to 
use the old city access roads.

Ashghal confirmed that southern areas of 
the country including Al Wakrah, Wukair and Al 
Mashaf are witnessing the construction of the 
biggest expressway in the country, i.e., Al Wakrah 
parallel road, the East-West Corridor and the new 
ring road, which are scheduled to be completed in 
mid-2018. These roads are supposed to enhance 
the capacity and speed of traffic to the southern 
logistical areas and serve the road leading to 
Al Wakrah stadium which will host some of the 
matches of the FIFA 2022 World Cup finals. 

Ashghal has announced the opening of the 
new extension of Najmah Street and flyover for 
traffic to connect the F-Ring road to Al Wakrah 
main road to enhance the flow of traffic between 
Thumamah and Old Airport areas in the south 
of Qatar. Following this inauguration, road users 
were able to move to and from central Doha and 
Al Wakrah, avoiding the airport road and Ras Abu 

Aboud road and benefitting from lighter traffic 
and shorter trips in southern Doha. The Najmah 
Street extension is 2.4 km long and has three lanes 
in each direction, while the new flyover is 117 plus 
metres long, over 10 metres high and lies at the 
intersection of the East-West Corridor and the 
Najmah Street extension.

EXPANDING ROAD NETWORK
The East-West Corridor project is part of the 
expressway network being implemented in 
southern Qatar including Al Wakrah parallel road 
which involves the construction of an 11 km 
dual carriage road with five two-level flyovers. 
The includes the construction of the highest (30 
metres above the ground) flyover in Qatar which 
intersects Al Wakrah parallel road at four levels, 
with its main direction running at ground level, 
and Al Wakrah parallel road passing through 
a regular flyover. This intersection will support 
traffic through two-level flyovers, allowing left 

UPGRADING 
STATE PROJECTS
THE PUBLIC WORKS AUTHORITY (ASHGHAL) INDICATED IN ITS ANNUAL REPORT FOR THIS 
YEAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS ASSIGNED MORE THAN QR12 BILLION TO DEVELOP 
29 INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY, MUCH OF WHICH WAS WELL 
UNDERWAY IN 2016.

T

INFRASTRUCTURE

“We are passing through an important stage of 
development and growth in the country in all spheres. 
The country is witnessing a quick transformation 
and an accelerated pace towards the realisation of 
Qatar National Vision 2030. The authority upholds the 
responsibility of upgrading the state’s projects as part of 
its duty to usher the country to the echelon of civilised 
and socially and economically developed countries.”

HE DR ENG SAAD AHMED IBRAHIM 
AL MUHANNADI
PRESIDENT
ASHGHAL
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turning from the East-West Corridor road to Al 
Wakrah parallel road or the other way round.

The project lies west of Al Wakrah, and starts 
from Al Mashaf Road and crosses Mesaieed Road 
to form a main parallel road for Al Wakrah city. 
This road will provide additional traffic capacity 
and enhance connection between a number of 
vital locations and population concentrations 
in southern Qatar, and allow motorists to move 
between Doha and Mesaieed without passing 
through Al Wakrah city or Al Wakrah road.  

The East-West Corridor project is connected to 
the bypass road and trucks road which extends 
from Mesaieed to Al Khor city and Ras Laffan 
Industrial City. It is considered an important 
addition to the road network in Qatar as it will form 
a vital traffic corridor connecting the southern 
areas of the country, Hamad International 
Airport and New Doha Port to northern areas 
without passing through Doha city, which will 
help divert traffic, especially trucks, outside the 
city and allow for better management of heavy  
transportation traffic.

As part of the project, the services infrastructure 
in the area will be developed to include 
upgrading and diverting the line tracks of smart 
transmission of services and transport systems 
and renewing rainwater drainage networks. 
The project involves 2,842 metres of drainage 
pipelines, 78,000 metres of irrigation lines, over 
80,000 metres of high-pressure electricity lines, 
over 79,000 metres of medium and low-pressure 
electricity lines throughout the project, and 
new and developed lanes for pedestrians and  
bicycle riders. 

The East-West Corridor project includes the 
construction of eight multilevel intersections 
to provide crossings for several main roads and 
residential areas in the southern parts of the 
country, including the airport road, Najmah 

Street extension, the F-Ring road, Barwa Road, Al 
Wakrah and Al Wakrah bypass road. 

 
DELIVERY DATES
The Public Works Authority has decided that the 
whole project will be opened for traffic in the 
first quarter of 2018. However, it is expected to 
be completed earlier due to quick pace of work 
at the sites. Over 60% of flyovers, and foundation 
and structural works for roads were completed. 
The ratio of delivery of infrastructure works is 
very high. The project is estimated to cost QR3.9 
billion, and will be implemented by China Harbour 
Engineering Company Ltd., which is implementing 
the eastern corridor project alongside a 
consortium between Joannou & Paraskevaides 
(Overseas) Ltd. and J&P Avax in collaboration with 
the design consultant Parsons International and 
supervision consultant CH2M Hill.

The newly appointed President of Ashghal, 
HE Dr Eng. Saad Ahmed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi, 
said, “We are passing through an important 
stage of development and growth in the country 
in all spheres. The country is witnessing a quick 
transformation and an accelerated pace towards 
the realisation of Qatar National Vision 2030. The 
authority upholds the responsibility of upgrading 
the state’s projects as part of its duty to usher the 
country to the echelon of civilised and socially 
and economically developed countries.”

He added that “being appointed by HH the Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani in this position 
is a great honour that I am proud of. It increases 
the responsibility that we are shouldering at 
Ashghal and intensifies our efforts to live up to the 
expectations of HH the Emir”.

Eng. Saad Ahmed Ibrahim Al Muhannadi took 
over the presidency of Ashghal by Emiri Decree 
No. 4 of 2017, effective from January 4, 2017, after 
the previous November’s rains revealed defects in 

many structures that were supposed to have been 
subject to technical examinations before they 
were accorded a completion certificate from the 
Ministry of Municipality and Environment. 

Rains uncovered defects in the ceilings of 
buildings through which water leakage into the 
buildings occurred and water insulation failed. 
The conditions set by the Ministry of Municipality 
and Environment for attaining the certificate of 
building completion include the presentation 
of a clearance certificate issued by the 
Technical Section at the Municipal Supervision 
Department, a sample of the paint used on the 
exterior of the building and an electronic copy of 
implementation charts, but the municipal ignored 
the presentation of certificates of technical 
examinations of aspects such as water leaks and 
ceiling insulation in buildings. The importance of 
reinstating these conditions for offering building 
completion certificates was justified by the 
volume of the recent rains.

Observers criticised the role of the municipality 
in applying technical specifications requirements 
of construction as it is the Authority that issues 
building licences and certificates of completion, 
indicating that buildings should be subject to 
technical examinations, especially with regards 
to water leaks before issuing building completion 
certificates. They also criticised the supervisory 
role of engineering consultant offices which are 
responsible for supervising various construction 
stages and guaranteeing the safety of buildings 
through ensuring the application of the current 
building specifications. They also say that it 
is important to enhance the role of technical 
examination of building structures and secure 
guarantees from contractors for at least 10 years 
of insulation systems, electrical wiring, sanitary 
drainage and other systems in the buildings for 
which completion certificates are sought 

INFRASTRUCTURE



64

PROGRESS 2016-2017
INFRASTRUCTURE

ore than QR200 billion 
has been earmarked 
for all major projects 
including construction 
of stadiums for holding 

the 2022 FIFA World Cup, which are under various 
stages of construction in the country. 

Qatar is expected to invest around QR72.8 
billion ($20 billion) on roads, QR145.6 billion 
($40 billion) on rail networks QR14.6 billion ($4 
billion) on stadiums, QR29.2billion ($8 billion) 
on a deep-water sea port and will be adding 
10,000 rooms to be built during the run-up to the  
FIFA World Cup. 

These projects are being taken up by 
organisations like the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) and Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal), and offer tremendous opportunities to 
foreign investors and enhance partnerships.

In order to minimise the impact on government 

revenues due to low oil prices, Qatar has initiated 
several steps like withdrawing subsidies in part, 
announced the introduction of VAT from January 
2018, held back unimportant projects and also 
reduced unnecessary expenditure.

NEW PPP ACT
Addressing the 45th Advisory Council in 
November, HH The Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani said that the government 
will finalise new legislation on public-private 
partnerships soon. “The new law on PPPs will 
enable awarding government projects to the 
private sector as well as ensuring their high-
quality and low-cost implementation. It will also 
help to promote foreign investment in Qatar, 
especially at the current stage in which we invest 
in the infrastructure. It is difficult to provide funds 
for all the projects that we want to execute as per 
the strategic plan,” he added. The government 

has also announced implementation of the 
new tenders’ law, which exempted small and 
medium businesses from some requirements 
of government tenders, such as the financial 
guarantees, the Emir said in his address.

 
ACTIVITY TO PEAK
In a report, Qatar’s Ministry of Development 
Planning and Statistics also noted that 
construction activity would peak in the first 
half of 2017 before tapering off as projects near 
completion.

Addressing a luncheon meeting hosted in 
September jointly by the Qatar Embassy in 
Washington DC, the US-Qatar Business Council 
and the US Chamber of Commerce, the Minister 
of Economy and Commerce HE Sheikh Ahmed 
bin Jassim bin Mohamed Al Thani said, “Qatar 
will be transforming itself into a knowledge-
based economy by 2030 with the lead role being 

STICKING 
TO SCHEDULE
THE PREVAILING LOW OIL PRICE ENVIRONMENT NOTWITHSTANDING, QATAR’S  
PREPARATIONS FOR THE 2022 FIFA WORLD CUP ARE PROCEEDING WITHOUT HINDRANCE.

M
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played by the private sector. Over the past few 
years, the country has been pursuing a flexible 
and multifaceted economic strategy derived 
from the Qatar National Vision 2030.”

Even FIFA’s Head of Planning and Infrastructure 
Jűrgen Műller expressed satisfaction over the 
progress of the projects during his visit to Doha to 
attend the World Stadium Congress in May 2016.

“Qatar’s preparations for the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup are well on track and its groundbreaking 
legacy work is progressing well. Everybody knows 
it’s not only towards 2022 but they are working 
towards longer plans for 2030, so this is only one 
step in the bigger picture,” he said.

Műller also pointed out that the country has 
developed an exemplary approach to legacy 
planning for the tournament from the earliest 
stage. Qatar’s legacy planning is clear from the 
bidding stage itself and showed that they do not 
need such large capacities post-tournament. 
“The government proposed modular elements 
to stadia, which is an excellent concept. There is 
already demand to the Supreme Committee for 
the demountable parts of their stadiums, so it is 
a very good approach,” he said. 

The Supreme Committee’s Competition 
Venues Deputy Executive Director Othman 
Zarzour told the Congress that they were 
currently working on eight stadiums for the 
tournament, and have launched the designs of 
five stadiums. Plans were afoot to launch the 
designs of the remaining three within this year. 
“By the end of this year, the Khalifa International 
Stadium will be the first proposed host venue 
to complete major construction, and will be 
among the first stadiums in the world to provide 

field lighting using LED technology. All of these 
projects will leave a lasting legacy for Qatar and 
the region for years to come,” Zarzour added.

ASHGHAL’S PROJECTS
In its annual report for the year, Ashghal said 
the government has allocated more than QR12 
billion to develop 29 infrastructure projects 
across the country over the last two-and-half 
years. Of them, three projects are coming up in 
the Doha Industrial Area and QR1.4 billion was 

earmarked for the infrastructure development 
work and revamp of roads here, covering more 
than 4.8 million sq. metres of land. The work 
involves the upgrade of more than 38 km of 
roads, the report said.

Another QR1.24 billion has been allotted for 
works including improvement of 39 km of roads 
in the industrial area. The works coming under 
Package 6 of the infrastructure development in 
here will be carried out. Ashghal is set to begin 
work on the upgrade of a 21-km road network 

“Qatar’s preparations for the 2022 FIFA World Cup are 
well on track and its groundbreaking legacy work is 
progressing well. Everybody knows it’s not only towards 
2022 but they are working towards longer plans for 2030, 
so this is only one step in the bigger picture.”

JÜRGEN MÜLLER 
HEAD OF PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
FIFA
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n July 2016 Qatar Airways Group 
announced that its operating profit 
for the financial year 2015 - 2016 
amounted to QR3 billion, compared 
to QR1.1 billion registered in 2014 

– a 2015 three-fold increase. The latest financial 
report reveals that the total net profits made 
during that year reached QR1.6 billion, compared 
to only QR374 million registered in the same 
period in the previous year. The growth rate of 
available seats for each kilometre increased by 
28% since the company’s launch in 1997.

 Throughout the financial year Qatar Airways 
(QA) added 13 new destinations to raise its total 
number of destinations to over 150, covering all 
six continents. Competing against 77 international 
airline companies, it was named “The Best Airline 
in the World” by New York-based AirHelp, on the 
feedback received from air travellers. QA leads 

in terms of quality and customer care. It also 
won three international valuable commercial 
airline awards in 2016 from Skytrax World Airline 
Awards held on the sidelines of the Farnborough 
International Airshow in the UK, including the 
world’s “Best Business Class”, “Best Business 
Airline Lounge” and “Best Airline Staff Service” in 
the Middle East.

INTERNATIONAL AMBITIONS
Qatar Airways Group expanded its international 
ambitions by acquiring a 10% stake in Chile-
based LATAM Airlines Group for $613 million. 
This deal with the largest airline company 
in South America, which was announced at 
Farnborough International Airshow, is QA’s 
second investment in a fellow member of the 
Oneworld alliance, after the acquisition of a 
15% stake in International Airlines Group (IAG). 

The Gulf carrier is also advancing its efforts to 
build a network of international partners, even 
though its influence is typically limited by laws 
restricting foreign shareholdings. With the LATAM 
agreement, QA aims at profiting from the Chilean 
airline’s revenue- and cost-sharing pact with IAG, 
which owns British Airways. Shareholdings in 
the carriers also cement ties on both sides of the 
Atlantic as the Gulf operator seeks to funnel more 
passengers through its Doha hub.

HE Akbar Al Baker, the CEO of Qatar Airways 
Group, said in a press conference, “The LATAM 
deal provides a good investment opportunity and 
supports establishing a long-term relationship,” 
adding that these planned investments open the 
door for the possibility of connecting passenger 
and freight transport operations with LATAM. 

Besides its stake in LATAM and IAG, Qatar 
Airways is also interested in investing in the 

RULING THE 
GLOBAL SKIES
SINCE THE BEGINNING OF ITS STORY IN 1997, QATAR AIRWAYS HAS BEEN ABLE TO DEVELOP AND 
EXPAND ITS INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF DESTINATIONS IN RECORD TIME  TO BECOME ONE OF 
THE BEST AIRLINE COMPANIES IN THE WORLD.

I

"The deal with BOC Aviation supports the future growth 
strategy of Qatar Airways, the national carrier of the 
State of Qatar. The company has a fleet of 191 aircraft 
operating to more than 150 cities around the world, and 
is expanding its aircraft purchases."

HE AKBAR AL BAKER
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
QATAR AIRWAYS GROUP



67

PROGRESS 2016-2017

Moroccan carrier Royal Air Maroc to secure access 
to the North African markets. The office of the 
Commissioner for Competition at the European 
Commission is studying the possible effects of 
a deal with Italy’s Meridiana Airways. The deal 
was initially reached through a non-binding 
memorandum of understanding on 14 July 2016 
and gives QA a 49% stake in the European airline. 
Actions will be taken to finalise the deal in April 
this year once the European Commission ratifies 
it. QA is seeking to develop Meridiana’s operations 
and add 50 airplanes to its fleet in five years from 
the date of the planned investment. 

The European Commission is also preparing 
to reissue a regulation that allows it to levy fees 
on non-European Union airlines operating in 
Europe or suspend their rights of operating 
to and from the region if it decides that those 
carriers’ activities are undermining the interests 
of their European counterparts, as part of the 
Commission’s effort to control the growing 
competition posed by the Arabian Gulf airlines, 
especially Qatar Airways, Etihad Airways and 
Emirates Airlines. The draft proposal of the 
European Commission, according to Reuters, 
is seeking to secure fair competition between 
airline companies inside the European Union 
through combating unfair commercial practices 
of foreign airlines and their governments. Those 
practices, which cannot be rectified through open 
skies agreements according to the European 
Commission, include illegal government support 

or preferential treatment. It is probable that the 
proposal will cause disagreement between the 
three big Middle East airlines and their European 
counterparts who are negatively affected by the 
intensifying competition in the field of long-haul 
flights and the diversion of air traffic towards Asia. 

Qatar Airways concluded an agreement with 
Singapore-based aircraft operating leasing 
company BOC AVIATION, in which Bank of China 
has a controlling shareholding, to buy six new 
Airbus A350-900s and lease them immediately 
to QA. The total value of the deal is $1.85 billion, 
and the aircraft are expected to be delivered 
during 2017.  HE Al Baker said, “The deal supports 
the future growth strategy of Qatar Airways, 
the national carrier of the State of Qatar. The 
company has a fleet of 191 aircraft operating to 
more than 150 cities around the world, and is 
expanding its aircraft purchases.” Last October it 
announced that it ordered 30 9-787 Dreamliners 
and 10 777-300ERs for $11.7 billion from Boeing. 
It also signed a letter of intent with the same 
manufacturer to buy 60 8-737MAXs for $6.9 billion. 

DESTINATIONS AND MILESTONES
In a new milestone, QA announced the launch 
of the world’s longest commercial flight by the 
carrier from Doha to Auckland, New Zealand. The 
flight crossed over 10 time zones, five countries 
and covered 14535 kilometers before it landed in 
Auckland. The return flight took 17 hours and 30 
minutes because the aircraft was flying upwind. 

Qatar Airways did not disclose the number of 
passengers of this flight, but it is believed that 
15 crew members were onboard. The company 
also announced that eight new destinations will 
be inaugurated during 2017 and 2018 in addition 
to the seven that were formerly announced, to 
bring the total number of new destinations to 15.

These destinations are Canberra (the fifth QA 
destination in Australia), Dublin (Ireland), Las 
Vegas (the eleventh destination in the USA), 
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), Santiago (Chile), Madin, 
Kualanamu International Airport (the third 
destination in Indonesian), Tabuk and Yanbu 
(the ninth and tenth destinations in Saudi 
Arabia). The destinations previously announced 
were Auckland (New Zealand), Sarajevo 
(Bosnia), Skopje (Macedonia), Libreville (Gabon), 
Nice (France), Chiang Mai (Thailand) and Douala 
(Cameroon).

HE Al Baker said that QA offers the best 
world destination network and best air travel 
experience including flights through its hub, 
Hamad International Airport. The Qatari carrier 
also operates the most advanced fleet, with the 
average age less than five years, that provides 
the most distinguished air travel experience 
and has won accolades for high operational 
and environmentally friendly performance. He 
stressed that QA is seeking to be the preferred 
carrier of business and leisure travellers alike 
through securing all travel requirements  
for them 

INFRASTRUCTURE
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anateq was the product 
of the realisation that 
long-term and sustainable 
economic growth can only 
be accomplished through 
a thriving private business 

sector, capable of competing globally, and that 
the nation must now think beyond the current 
upcoming projects, such as the 2022 World Cup, 
to the establishment of non-oil related industries. 
To this end, the emphasis is now on the creation 
of a solid infrastructure in which small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) can prosper 
and grow. To ensure this kind of longevity, it is 
essential to channel the investment, expertise, 
and entrepreneurial culture and Manateq is 
therefore mandated to establish a wider range of 
business sectors in the economy, by developing 
indigenous enterprises in these sectors whilst also 
attracting international investment, businesses, 
and partners. 

Manateq has three Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) in Qatar; all of which are strategically 
located to create a thriving and prosperous 

business environment. With unparalleled 
connectivity and world-class infrastructure, the 
SEZs are the ideal location for businesses looking 
for a location to grow to service the MENA region 
and beyond.  Solutions available in the SEZs will 
include plots of land and advanced light industrial 
units. Manateq aims at working with clients to 
ensure that the right solution is selected to meet 
their business requirements.  A range of business-
friendly services and incentives will be exclusively 
available for businesses in the SEZ sthrough 
their client services centre’s One-Stop-Shop. 
Companies established in the permitted areas will 
benefit from services such as land and building 
allocation, company registration and licensing, 
building permits and visa access, among others. 

By the end of 2016 Manateq received 
applications for investors interested in acquiring 
land at the Ras Bufontas SEZ, under phase one 
of the development. Recognising the difficulties 
faced by foreign direct investors when setting 
up here, Manateq is incentivising companies to 
locate in one of their SEZs with the lure of 100% 
ownership and the assigning of a personal point 

of contact from their client relationship team to 
facilitate all registration and licences. 

Ras Bufontas is home to Manateq's 
headquarters and is set to become an advanced 
technology and logistics hub, as it sits adjacent 
to Hamad International Airport. With an area of 
4.01 km², Ras Bufontas is an ideal location for 
businesses requiring international connectivity 
and is set to become an advanced technology and 
logistics hub for the region, attracting regional and 
global business, trade, and investment. This zone 
will provide a vibrant and inspiring workplace and 
a long-lasting, high-quality, and low-maintenance 
design that includes service hubs, public spaces, 
land for labour accommodation, utilities access, 
and versatile office and retail space.

The second SEZ, Um Alhoul, with its strategic 
location adjacent to Hamad Port just south of 
Wakrah and next to the Mesaieed Industrial Zone, 
is ideally located to facilitate access to the rest of 
the world via the sea.  An area of 34 km², this SEZ 
is ideally situated to serve the Northern Gulf area 
and beyond with a greenfield maritime cluster 
situated around a unique, centrally located 

ZONES OF 
EXCELLENCE
ESTABLISHED IN 2011, MANATEQ IS POSITIONED AS A VITAL COMPONENT IN 
ACHIEVING THE "ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT" PILLAR OF THE QATAR NATIONAL 
VISION 2030.

M
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industrial canal that provides easy access to the 
waterfront. With its close proximity to the Port it is 
set to be a dominant gateway for Qatar’s imports 
and exports and is only 20 km south of Hamad 
International Airport.

Full information and opportunities to invest in 
Manateq’s third SEZ, Al Karaana, will be available 
in 2018.  Al Karaana will be the overland gateway 
to GCC markets with its strategic location halfway 
between Doha and Abu Samra on the border of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. With access to over 
100 million customers, Al Karaana will provide 
all the required infrastructure for successfully 
servicing the GCC countries and global markets. 
Business incubator spaces, conference centres, 
storage facilities, an assigned area for labour 
accommodation and an assigned logistics zone 

are just a few of the premium facilities that will be 
developed within Al Karaana.  

In 2016 Manateq was stamped with a global 
seal of approval, in accordance with stringent 
international standards, through an ISO 9001:2008 
Certification. The certification was issued to 
Manateq after a thorough and independent 
review and audit on the basis of national and 
international specifications and standards for 
products, services and management systems.

Manateq has also been tasked by the Ministry of 
Economy and Commerce to act as the operational 
arm of their Logistics Committee. They have taken 
on the responsibility of developing a logistics park 
called Jery Al Samur, which will target medium 
to large clients and offer 10-sq-km plots of land. 
The tenant mix will be varied.  Additionally, they 

will shortly launch the Al Ruwais Logistics Park 
and have already signed the contracts for all of 
the clients for Jery Al Samur, and for the southern 
region of the logistics parks. They have also 
launched other logistics parks in the southern 
region of the country, namely Al Wakrah, Birkat Al 
Awamer and Aba Saleel, which together contain a 
total of 1,583 plots across an area of around 6.33 
million sq metres.

Clearly, Manateq is set to expand in the 
near future, and this will be in parallel with 
the development of logistics areas, providing 
considerable opportunities for SMEs. These 
areas will act not only as incubators for new 
SMEs, but also as potential markets for existing 
SMEs through the creation of backwards and  
forwards channels 

INFRASTRUCTURE
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t provides the technology which keeps the travel sector moving 
– from initial search to making a booking, from pricing to 
ticketing, from managing reservations to managing check-
in and departure processes. The company’s ambition is to 
facilitate the entire travel journey from door to door and in 

the process improve the travel experience for hundreds of millions of people 
every year.

Amadeus does this by joining up and connecting key players in the travel 
industry: travel agencies, corporations, airlines, airports, hotels, railways and 
more. It gives those companies the tools to serve travellers better and to 
manage their own business more effectively. Amadeus is at the heart of the 
global travel industry. Its people, technology and innovation are dedicated to 
working with its customers and partners to shape the future of travel.

With a strong presence in Qatar, Amadeus helps travel agencies, 
corporations, airlines, hotels, car rental companies connect to the travel 
ecosystem, serve their customers and manage their businesses. 

Businesses throughout the world are looking at better ways to manage 
travel and control costs. And to do this successfully, visibility has become a 
prime focus to maximise business travel investment. Amadeus’s solution for 
the corporate world helps connect businesses to a global community offering 
the richest, newest bookable travel content. Its unique community platform, 
Altéa, is common and shared between travel agencies and more than 130 
airlines. With everyone working on the same platform, corporate travellers 
get improved service. Amadeus Corporate Travel Solution lets you manage 
all aspects of your travel programme, from end to end, so that every trip is 

A TRAVEL 
REVOLUTION
AMADEUS IS A WORLD-CLASS TECHNOLOGY COMPANY 
DEDICATED TO THE GLOBAL TRAVEL INDUSTRY.

I
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WAFIQ AL WAHIDI
GENERAL MANAGER
AMADEUS QATAR

policy-compliant and cost-controlled, while empowering travellers. And only 
Amadeus can be seamlessly integrated with third-party finance, HR and travel 
management infrastructure and workflows, creating streamlined, efficient 
processes that join up every phase.

Amadeus is a financially secure company with over 8,000 customers 
worldwide, representing 8 million employees in 78 countries, including the 
world’s largest corporations 
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p until last year, the 100% Qatari-owned and entirely 
Qatar-based Unitech was largely focused on EPC contracts 
in the oil, gas and industrial sector. Since its inception in 
2012, Unitech has been delivering EPC and fully designed 
projects for the energy majors in Ras Laffan, Dukhan and 

Mesaieed. However, with the completion of these projects in 2016, the tide 
began to turn. “When the budget was announced in late 2015, we realised 
that the sustained low oil prices would result in cancellation or delay of the 
majority of the oil & gas projects,” says Nabil Faysal, General Manager at 
Unitech. “There were no new projects and we had to shift very quickly into the 
infrastructure, mechanical, electrical, plumbing and instrumentation projects 
for commercial buildings in order to keep ourselves in the market.”

This was a calculated pivot towards infrastructure and building MEP work, 
a move that played to Unitech’s inherent strengths and expertise. Now they 
have established themselves in specialized niches in the Qatari market — for 
example, in the water, electricity sewage and district cooling infrastructure 
network business, the competition within the country is not widespread 
and that’s only one of the reasons Unitech expects to remain busy for the 
foreseeable future. The infrastructure overhaul that is set to happen between 
now and 2030 has gained enough momentum to encourage companies 
like Unitech to put their eggs in this basket. They enter 2017 armed with the 
knowledge that the previous year was a tough year for everyone; those who 
survived 2016 proved they could survive and adapt to any harsh economic 
climate. Unitech not only survived, they thrived. 

Currently under their belt are several projects commissioned by major 
electricity, water, and infrastructure distributors in the region. They are 
involved in the construction of a massive underground reservoir in Doha, a 
project unique to Qatar and the Middle East, that features a 30 million gallon-
capacity underground reservoir and pumping station. Unitech has also been 
engaged in the implementation of water pipe diversions caused by new 
infrastructure changes on major roads and highways in Doha. Another fruitful 
partnership has been with the district cooling providers. Unitech has been 
involved in the design, engineering, procurement and construction of some of 
these projects at The Pearl, West Bay, rail stations and Lusail.

On the building MEP side, Unitech is preparing to start work on a number 

FORGING NEW PATHS
THE ART OF THE PIVOT ISN’T SOMETHING THAT JUST START-
UPS HAVE TO MASTER. UNITECH SHOWS THAT, IN A VOLATILE 
ECONOMIC CLIMATE, SMEs ALSO NEED TO ENGAGE IN INNOVATIVE 
RESTRUCTURING TO SURVIVE.

U
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of  medium and high-rise commercial buildings. Unitech is also working 
on significant MEP infrastructure projects at The Pearl such as electric 
substations, street lighting, control buildings (CCTV, security), vacuum sewage 
systems, chilled water distribution network and potable water.

To do justice to the scope and scale of these projects, the company has 
45 engineers across the mechanical, electrical, hydraulic and instrumentation 
disciplines. The majority of the engineering works is done in-house; a rarity 
for a Qatari firm, according to Faysal. In addition, Unitech also employs over 
150 skilled technicians such as pipefitters, electricians, welders, plumbers, 
etc. When the work load demands it, employees are also hired from the  
local market  

NABIL FAYSAL
GENERAL MANAGER
UNITECH
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he reclaimed man-made island and the first development 
of its kind in Qatar guarantees 100% foreign ownership of 
the actual freehold. Whether it is the purchase of a tower 
plot, luxury villa, elegant townhouse or deluxe apartment, 
owners are granted absolute property rights and the 

benefits of a rewarding investment in the budding Qatari real estate market. 
From the outset, creative and stylish master planning was demanded to ensure 
the unique differentiation of the project as an iconic asset for Qatar that is 
capable of attracting the most discerning international and regional investors. 
With world-class architecture, luxurious amenities and aesthetic nuances that 
exude old-world charm and the best in modern living, the result is as much a 
destination as it is an experience, blending residential charm with the comfort 
of an exclusive resort. 

UDC has developed and implemented a number of visionary initiatives that 
were designed to make The Pearl-Qatar an Island of superlatives, and so it has 
quickly become one of the country’s landmarks and a definite tourist magnet. 
The first: The Pearl-Qatar is the first international mixed-use urban 
development project in Qatar. The four million square meter man-made island 
is now a fully functioning city. 
The largest: The Pearl-Qatar is UDC’s largest single project, which paved the 
road for UDC to invest in and develop substantial interests in marine and 
reclamation works. 
The most distinguished: The Pearl-Qatar is Doha’s fastest-growing 
community and is currently home to 20,000 residents to which it provides 
upscale housing on a meticulously designed, award-winning reclaimed island 
which is recognised as one of the Middle East’s most fashionable locations. 
The longest: The world’s longest waterfront luxury retail walkway, a 
2.5-kilometer marina-front pedestrian boardwalk named “La Croisette”, is a 
unique landmark. It is the home to international hospitality brands and fashion 
boutiques. 
The tallest: The Pearl Towers in Abraj Quartier are identical towers located at 
the entrance to the island. The two towers are the tallest in The Pearl-Qatar, 
and they have a notable visual print of 201 metres. 
Revolutionary technology and fabulous design: Setting a new standard 
in both aesthetics and functionality by reflecting quality and architectural 
articulation in exterior material and finishes.
Sustainability features: The Pearl Towers in Abraj Quartier bring together 
an unparalleled integration of buildings, utilities and public spaces that 
create a connected, clean and efficient neighbourhood. Both towers feature 
comprehensive smart systems. 

Visionary design for sustainable commuting: The Abraj Quartier has been 
designed to be integrated with the national public transportation monorail 
system. To serve that purpose a public circulation has been designed in order 
to allow for a convenient internal connection between sites. 
The green organisation: In all the projects, UDC is committed to minimize 
the environmental impacts associated with the operation. The company 
implements an effective environmental management system. Each year it 
conducts a full ecological survey including site inspections, water quality 
testing, noise monitoring survey, and dust monitoring. In addition, the 
development of The Pearl-Qatar has a strict and complete prohibition of 
non-biodegradable plastic bags. UDC has won the “Green Organization”  
award twice. 

Overall, the island is considered a smart project. It provides environmentally 
friendly services of the highest international standards, including an automated 
system to collect waste through pipelines located underground. Qatar is 
considered one of the first countries to provide this service on an island or 
inside a city of this size.

The Pearl-Qatar also has many other modern services that make the island 
unique in many aspects, such as the district cooling system on the sland 
through the largest service station in the world and the desalination plant that 
produces the necessary water for cooling and irrigation purposes. 

The island’s communications network is one of the most advanced 
networks in the region, while the yacht berths and boat marina at Porto Arabia 
are considered the most modern of their kind, with their ability to provide the 
latest and most comprehensive services in this field 

AN ISLAND OF SUPERLATIVES
THE PEARL-QATAR, A FLAGSHIP DEVELOPMENT BY UNITED DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (UDC), IS 
RECOGNISED AS A WORLD DESTINATION FOR TOURISM, SHOPPING AND LUXURY LIVING.

T
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utting the fourth pillar 
of the Qatar National 
Vision 2030 in focus, i.e., 
environment, the State of 
Qatar is seeking to strike 

a balance between development needs 
and environmental protection, and support 
international efforts to mitigate the effects of 
climate change. Therefore, Qatar is dealing with 
the potential impacts of climate change through 
initiating several contributions and activities. 
The Minister of Municipality and Environment 
HE Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Rumaihi lead 
Qatar’s delegation to the 20th meeting of GCC 
ministers in charge of environmental affairs. The 
session discussed issues related to combating 

desertification, groundwater depletion, climate 
change, promoting GCC joint action in these 
areas, and preserving the environment in the GCC 
states. The meeting also discussed delegating 
the consultative body of the GCC Supreme 
Council to prepare a comprehensive strategy 
on environmental cooperation between GCC 
states, the draft strategic plan for the ministerial 
committee and the GCC’s efforts to address 
environmental challenges.

A research paper entitled “Achieving sustainable 
development in urban development projects 
through the partnership between the public and 
private sector” was presented at a conference 
by Ali Salem, Head of the implementation 
and planning section in the Department of 

Infrastructure Planning, and Dr Hossam Samir 
Ibrahim from the Department of Urban Planning. 
Qatar is committed to creating a cleaner and more 
energy-efficient environment which is expected 
to make significant contributions to addressing 
climate change challenges and moving towards a 
more sustainable future.

QUALITY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
MONITORING

The Ministry of Municipality and Environment 
launched an extensive campaign to clean up the 
northwestern shores, in line with the plans and 
programmes set by MME to improve and enhance 
all services, including maintaining hygiene and 
environmental safety.

SUSTAINABLE AND 
RELIABLE ENERGY 
FUTURE
IN RECENT YEARS, QATAR IS MAKING ITSELF A BENCHMARK FOR ALL FUTURE 
SUSTAINABLE AND RENEWABLE INITIATIVES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. AIMED AT JUDICIOUS 
USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL SAFEGUARDS, THE STATE IS ON A 
MISSION TO PRESERVE THE ENVIRONMENT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE COMPREHENSIVE AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL GENERATIONS.

P

“There are a number of green spaces planned in 
coordination with relevant authorities which are 
currently awaiting budget allocation. Additionally, we 
might consider in the future expanding the areas around 
main roads that could be landscaped and beautified for 
aesthetic purposes as well as serve as an open-air venue 
for residents in surrounding areas, which, side by side 
with 'Furjan' parks, can help make our country greener.”

HE MOHAMMED BIN ABDULLAH AL RUMAIHI 
MINISTER OF MUNICIPALITY AND ENVIRONMENT 
STATE OF QATAR
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 The campaign is in accordance with the 
ministerial decision issued by HE Al Rumaihi 
to form a committee for cleaning the beaches 
and islands of the residual oils on the western 
shores of the state, with the participation of 
representatives of different entities like the 
Environmental Protection, Nature Reserves and 
Wildlife Department, Department of Fisheries 
and Qatar Petroleum. Safar Mubarak Al Shafi, 
chairman of the committee and Director of the 
General Cleaniless Project, stressed that the 
ministry gives great importance to the cleanliness 
of beaches and islands and has provided all 
possible means and requirements that can be 
helpful to keep them clean throughout the year, 
as they are important recreational beaches 
frequently visited lot of citizens, residents and 
visitors, especially during vacations and public 
holidays. Al Shafi urged people to support the 
ministry’s strenuous efforts to maintain the 
cleanliness of the beaches and islands, through 
a commitment to hygiene and not discarding 
waste randomly, and refraining from uncivilised 
behaviour which is punishable by law, harmful 
to the environment and distorts the aesthetic 
view of the beaches. The Ministry of Municipality 
and Environment also held a workshop on 
programmes for monitoring the quality of 
the water environment and protecting it from 
pollutants.

Eng. Ahmed Mohammed Al Sada, Assistant 
Deputy Secretary for Environmental Affairs, said 
that the aim of the workshop was to introduce 
the competent departments of the ministry to the 
participants, such as environmental assessment 
and management, industrial inspection, pollution 
control, environmental protection, nature 
reserves and wildlife, and radiation protection 
and chemicals, as well as the Environmental 

Monitoring Department which supervises all 
the environmental monitoring programmes 
in the state of Qatar, including the monitoring 
of the water environment, whether marine or 
groundwater or other, in order to preserve and 
protect it from pollution to sustain it for future 
generations. 

The Rain Emergency Team at the Ministry 
of Municipality and Environment continues its 
intensive efforts to drain rainwater from affected 
areas across all municipalities. Mohammed 
Saif Tashal Al Hajri, the team's head said that” 
there has been co-ordination with emergency 
teams in different municipalities and concerned 
authorities since the start of rainfall in different 
parts of the country, with vehicles and equipment 
to respond to people’s complaints.”

ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES 
The Ministry of Municipality and Environment, 
represented by the Environmental Protection, 
Nature Reserves and Wildlife Department, 
launched an initiative entitled “Plant It”. In 
collaboration with the parks department, which 
provides seedlings appropriate for the Qatari 
environment like “Alqirt, Alsidr, Alsamr and 
Alghaf”, the campaign targets the winter camps 
in the wild and the owners of moving houses. 
The ministry urged winter campers and owners of 
mobile caravans to cooperate with the initiative 
and follow the instructions and guidelines aimed 
at maintaining the environment in order to 
protect and preserve it – a mutual responsibility 
of all “organizations and individuals”. There will 
be organised awareness campaigns and field 
tours with a number of institutions, schools, 
youth centres to winter camps. The Department 
of Environmental Protection, Nature Reserves 
and Wildlife carries out big efforts in order to 

conserve the natural resources through several 
rehabilitation and cleaning programmes, in 
addition to fencing the nature reserves. This 
initiative will last until the end of March 2017. 
At a press conference held on the maintenance 
project of Ghaf trees (Prosopis cineraria) and 
the ongoing works at Makeen Reserve, it was 
mentioned that the ministry has developed an 
integrated project for the maintenance of Ghaf 
trees in the northern area through the fencing 
of the reserve and removing the Alghuwaif plant 
which is harmful to the environment and other 
plants, and by working on restoring and farming 
extinct plants, trees and shrubs. He pointed 
out that Qatar places the importance on the 
conservation of biodiversity and vegetation 
through scientific studies to find out where and 
how to achieve rehabilitation. 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
The Global Forum for Food and Agriculture 
(GFFA) is an international conference focusing 
on the important issues concerning the future of 
the agri-food industry. The forum was attended 
by representatives from the world of politics, 
business, science and civil society. It was an 
opportunity to exchange ideas and to develop 
mutual understanding on agricultural policies, 
and the role of agriculture in the sustainable 
use of water resources, and to consider the 
question of how agriculture can play a vital role in 
providing food for humanity which is facing water 
scarcity and climate change. Minister Al Rumaihi 
headed the Qatari delegation to the GFFA which 
was held in Berlin, Germany, from 19 to 21 
January 2017. This year’s conference was on the 
subject “Agriculture and Water - Key to Feeding 
the World”. He also participated in “green week” 
which was celebrated in Berlin shortly after 

ENVIRONMENT
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iving in relative luxury in 
Qatar, it is sometimes possible 
to feel removed from the 
consequences of climate 
change. But the harsh truth 

is that this small peninsula is as vulnerable as it 
gets.  It suffers from a scarcity in drinkable water 
and local food supply with an average annual 
rainfall of only 82 mm. If average temperatures 
rise and rainfall does not increase, there would 
be moisture losses from Qatar’s water-stressed 
land. Two broad effects would arise – further 
desertification and increased water needs. Since 
the country is dependent on desalination, which is 
energy intensive, energy consumption would rise 
and, correspondingly, CO2 emissions. Increased 
temperatures would also exacerbate air quality 
problems and adversely affect human health. 

Qatar is one of three countries in the Arabian 
Gulf (along with Kuwait and Bahrain) with extreme 

vulnerability to sea level rise as it is liable to inland 
flooding of 18.2% of its land area, at less than a 5 
metre rise in sea level, along with the associated 
adverse impacts on the population as 96% are 
living in the coastal areas. Due to the shallow 
depths of Qatar’s marine waters, even small rises 
in temperature will have a profound influence. 
Furthermore, climate change would cause the 
extinction of species such as whales, dolphins and 
turtles in addition to causing coral bleaching. 

Taking all these factors into consideration, 
Qatar has as high a stake as anyone else in 
mitigating the negative impact of our changing 
climate while preserving economic and social 
interests. This is why our place at the negotiating 
table is crucial and valuable and should not 
be underestimated. Abdulhadi Nasser Al Marri 
has been part of this process for a decade now, 
even before he was appointed the director of the 
newly-formed climate change department in the 

Ministry of Environment, back in 2014.
While all the Gulf States were represented in 

the pavilion at COP22 as a single entity, the GCC 
doesn’t quite negotiate as a bloc. However, within 
the GCC there is an active climate change working 
group which is chaired by whichever country 
is currently holding the presidency. We meet 
and discuss our positions before the COP. We 
already published some general framework for 
adaptation strategies in the Gulf. But Qatar is very 
active within the Arab Group, Al Marri says. “Many 
of the GCC counties are part of the Like Minded 
Group of Developing Countries (LMDC) and the 
G77 and China. We don’t really work individually 
but we do have some distinct positions and 
interests, which are always accommodated 
through the groupings. This way, we try our 
best to support the ideas that are related to 
Qatar’s environmental, social, and economic  
interests,” he says. 

QATAR AND THE 
CLIMATE DEBATE
THROUGHOUT THE UNFCCC’S EXISTENCE, QATAR HAS BEEN A LOYAL SUPPORTER OF CLIMATE 
ACTION. FROM RATIFYING THE UNFCCC IN 1996 AND THE KYOTO PROTOCOL IN 2005, TO SIGNING 
THE PARIS AGREEMENT THIS YEAR, THE COUNTRY HAS ALWAYS PUT ITS WEIGHT BEHIND CLIMATE 
ACTION. AT THE FOREFRONT OF ALL THIS DIPLOMATIC ACTION IS QATAR’S DIRECTOR FOR 
CLIMATE CHANGE, ABDULHADI NASSER AL MARRI. PROGRESS SPEAKS TO HIM ABOUT THE LOCAL 
PERSPECTIVES ON CLIMATE CHANGE.

“Our national vision clearly places environment among 
the four pillars. Qatar is one of the very few countries 
in the region with a dedicated department for climate 
change. But at the same time we don’t want to rush into 
anything without having everyone on board or without 
studying the social and economic consequences of 
response measures.”

ABDULHADI NASSER AL MARRI
DIRECTOR 
CLIMATE CHANGE DEPARTMENT
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

L

ENVIRONMENT
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Qatar has already signed the Paris Agreement 
and it will be ratified in the coming weeks once 
the Shura Council gives its formal approval, 
according to Al Marri. Qatar’s Intended Nationally 
Determined Contributions, which will no longer 
be “intended” but actual national climate goals 
once the Paris Agreement is ratified, lists a series of 
goals of economic diversification and adaptation, 
both with mitigation co-benefits. Al Marri says this 
was arrived at through a stakeholder consultation 
workshop to get all the cornered parties in the 
country involved and aware. There was also a 
degree of coordination with other GCC countries, 
for all of whom economic diversification forms 
the strategic core of all national development 
plans. “We worked with the UNFCCC who 
sponsored a workshop for developing INDCs in 
the Gulf, with consultants from the South Centre,”  
Al Marri says. However, unlike the NDCs of the 
UAE and Saudi Arabia, for example, Qatar’s 
INDC doesn’t set any specific, concrete targets 
around emission reduction or energy generation  
through renewables. 

Al Marri assures us that this is the next step, 
expanding the summarised INDC into something 
more detailed and projects-oriented. “We are 
working on aligning it with the Qatar Vision 2030 
so that they complement each other. In the 
short term, the National Development Strategy 
for 2017–2022 will also be developed with the 
Paris Agreement in mind. We are very serious 
about climate action and want to take a leading 
initiative in the Gulf and in the region; our national 
vision clearly places environment among the four 
pillars. Qatar is one of the very few countries in the 
region with a dedicated department for climate 
change. But at the same time we don’t want to 
rush into anything without having everyone 
on board or without studying the social and 
economic consequences of response measures. 
Our single-commodity economy is especially 
vulnerable to such policies. So we are serious and 
want to move forward with other parties in the 
convention, but we are also realistic.” 

“Next year, we’ll see more news around our 
climate action plans after our next stakeholder 
consultation in the first quarter of 2017,” Al 
Marri says. “After this we will go ahead with the 
development of our NDC, with the support of our 
UNFCCC colleagues.” He stresses that the Ministry 

of Environment is not alone in this process, and 
the make-up of the Qatari delegation at the 
COP is proof of that. “We are here not only as 
the Ministry of Municipality and Environment 
but as a group representing different partners 
from the private sector, academic and semi-
governmental organisations. For example, we 
have representatives here from Qatar University, 
the meterological department, KAHRAMAA, Qatar 
Petroleum, Civil Aviation Authority, etc. When we 
are back to Doha, these same parties will also be 
part of our strategy. And this is indicative of how 
we intend to proceed on climate action – in a fully 
transparent manner and with the support of our 
partners,” he says.

Climate finance is almost always a contentious 
subject during COPs and Al Marri knows this, 
having been a board member of the Adaptation 
Fund for three years. With the CDM markets on 
their last legs, the fund has not been healthy, he 
says, while underlining how important it is for the 
fund to continue beyond Kyoto. “It’s important 
to keep alive the Adaptation Fund’s direct access 
approach. However what we are seeing now are 
delays with a lot of projects in the pipelines and 

no clarity on how they will be financed. If the 
process is slow, it will take longer for developing 
countries to implement adaptation measures,” 
he says. 

As a developing country, Qatar could benefit 
from the funds, especially considering adaptation 
is a priority for Qatar, Al Marri says. But Qatar is 
working concurrently with the likes of UNDP 
and UNEP to focus on capacity building and 
technology support outside of the UNFCCC. 
“These two aspects are sometimes not given as 
much importance as the financial side,” he says. 
“For Qatar, these are very important because 
despite all the work we are doing in mitigation 
and adaptation, technology limits our ambition. 
On the environmental side, we are focusing a 
lot on pollution control technology at the end of 
the pipe and enhancing existing performance of 
units. We still need to have R&D support to push 
the technology on the emission control side, 
especially suited to our harsh and arid climate. 
These innovations are coming up but they need 
to be commercialised as soon as possible. This 
doesn’t include just physical technology but also 
applied tech like blue carbon.” 

ENVIRONMENT

HH THE EMIR SHEIKH TAMIM BIN HAMAD AL THANI was in Morocco, his second 
consecutive appearance at a COP, which is seen as a clear indication of Qatar’s commitment to climate 
action at the highest levels.
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SUN-RICH  
QATAR LOOKS AT 
SOLAR POWER
MOVING ANOTHER STEP TOWARDS MAKING QATAR THE SOLAR HUB OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST, THE TINY GULF NATION, WHICH HAS ONE OF THE HIGHEST SOLAR IRRADIANCES 
IN THE REGION, HAS EMBARKED ON A MISSION TO UTILISE THE ABUNDANTLY 
AVAILABLE SOLAR POWER.
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he move is also part of Qatar 
National Vision’s agenda 
to adopt a sustainable and 
futuristic strategy for energy, 
economic and social security, 

and the government has accorded top priority to 
solar energy which will be part of Qatar's energy 
mix to meet the growing demand for power in the 
coming years.

But why solar power when Qatar is endowed 
with huge gas reserves and has been the world’s 
largest supplier of LNG for many years? The 
government is aware that fossil fuels will not last 
long and it also has the responsibility to deploy 
renewable energy along with other countries and 
hence the decision to generate solar power.

Another reason for the government’s decision 
to tap solar power and make it a key part of Qatar’s 
future energy mix is that other alternative energy 
resources such as coal and wind power had been 
ruled out and establishing a nuclear power plant 
was out of the question as the country’s land mass 
was very small.

According to MEED, the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region witnessed a 450% increase 
in the value of contracts awarded – from QR5.1 
billion ($1.4 billion) in 2014 to QR28 billion ($7.7 
billion) – for reusable energy projects in 2015. In 
fact, the state-owned Qatar Electricity & Water 
Company (QEWC) has signed an agreement with 
Qatar Petroleum (QP) to set up a 1000 MW solar 
power project and the joint venture is expected to 
be ready by the end of this year or early 2017.

While the joint venture will hold 60% of the 
project, the remaining 40% will be offered to 
international companies.  “The two shareholders 
will provide QR1.82 billion ($500 million) of start-
up capital as producing power from solar is 

cheaper than buying gas from the international 
market,” said QEWC managing director and 
general manager Fahad Al Mohannadi.

Subsequently, French energy major Total’s 
chairman and CEO Patrick Pouyanné, who was in 
Doha in May, said that they may join the proposed 
solar project being set up by QP and QEWC. 
Pouyanné said that Total would examine the 
possibility of establishing a joint venture between 
its subsidiary SunPower Corporation and the 
project announced by QP and QEWC. However, 
he did not elaborate. “We already have a solar 
business in Abu Dhabi and are willing to expand 
our operations to Qatar,” added Pouyanné. 
SunPower is engaged in manufacturing solar 
photovoltaic cells and panels and also develops 
projects globally. Total, which holds a majority 
stake in SunPower, has committed to invest 
QR1.82 billion ($500 million) in renewables every 
year.

Qatar has a power surplus and the power 
utilities have met the entire demand of 8,200 MW 
in 2015. The peak demand for both electricity 
and water in Qatar is expected to grow between 
6 and 8% this year compared with 7,000 MW and 
330 million gallons of water. The total installed 
capacity in Qatar is around 8,800 MW and plans 
are underway to increase power generation by 
nearly 50% to reach around 13,100 MW by 2018 to 
cater to the country’s ever-growing development 
needs. Qatar’s first solar power unit, which is 
coming up on an area of 100,000 sq.m at Duhail, is 
expected to produce between 10 MW and 15 MW. 
The plant is expected to be commissioned next 
year or in early 2018.

UMM AL HOUL PLANT
In March this year, Prime Minister and Minister of 

Interior HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa 
al Thani laid the foundation for the QR11 billion 
($3 billion) Umm Al Houl power and desalination 
project, which is Qatar’s biggest water and power 
project and is also said to be one of the largest 
power and water projects in the region.

The plant has an installed capacity of 2.52 GW 
and produces 136 million gallons of drinking water 
per day. It is being set up by Kahramaa, Qatar 
Petroleum and Japanese firms Mitsubishi and 
TEPCO. The plant, whose first phase is expected to 
open in 2017, will meet the rising power and water 
demand of industries in the upcoming economic 
zones

In his comments, Minister of Energy and 
Industry HE Mohammed bin Saleh Al Sada said 
that the national companies will execute at least 
30% of the project work and the project will be 
completed in two phases. While the first phase 
will be ready by June 2017 producing 40 million 
gallons of water a day, it will reach full capacity in 
the third quarter of 2018, said the minister.

“The Umm Al Houl plant, which is part of QNV 
2030, will increase the country’s current electricity 
output by 22% and water output by 25%,” added 
the minister.

MORE INVESTMENTS
As more new power projects are being planned 
to meet the growing demand for power, QEWC’s 
capital expenditure (capex) is expected to 
increase from QR1.6 billion spent between 2012 
and 2014 to QR7.6 billion between 2016 and 
2018, according to Moody’s, a global credit rating 
agency. 

The company’s capex increased to QR1.03 
billion in 2015 from QR0.76 billion in 2014 due 
to the completion of RAF A2 and is expected to 

T

“Solar energy development is one of the main green 
aspects of our project and our partnership with QSTec 
helps us improve the eco-friendly feature of the rail 
network and adopt green building regulations, which 
consist of standards for efficiently using energy 
and water, and reducing waste and environmental 
degradation.”

ENG. ABDULLAH BIN ABDULAZIZ 
TURKI AL SUBAIE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR
QATAR RAIL 
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increase substantially in the 2016-2018 period 
to QR7.6 billion, said the firm in a report. “This 
reflects the company’s new phase of investments 
in the construction of RAF A3 and Umm Al Houl 
Power Plant,” the report pointed out.

Current low reserve levels in Qatar (power 
at 16% and water at only 6%) support the 
current wave of capex with two new plants to be 
commissioned, following the completion of RAF 
A2 in July 2015 which added 36 MIGD (million 
gallons per day) of water supply.

The commissioning of RAF A3 in two phases 
expected in September 2016 and January 2017 
and Facility D in multiple phases expected in 
2017 and 2018 will add another 172 MIGD of water 
supply and 2,520 MW of power supply.

ROOFTOP UNITS
In an interview with local media, Qatar 
Environment and Energy Research Institute 
(QEERI) acting executive director Dr Khalid 
Al Subai felt that Qatar can focus more on 
implementing rooftop solar solutions to address 
the growing demand for electricity, especially 

during the summer months. Qatar’s global 
horizontal irradiance is 2,140 kWh per sq. m per 
year which makes it well-suited for rooftop solar 
PV systems.

Already Hamad Bin Khalifa University Student 
Housing Board and Qatar National Convention 
Centre have put up rooftop solar panels to meet 
their power demand in part and more places are 
likely to have them to achieve carbon neutrality 
in the run-up to the 2022 FIFA World Cup, he 
pointed out.

Qatar Rail is another major infrastructure 
project in the country which is looking at using 
solar power in its upcoming rail network and has 
already signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with Qatar Solar Technologies (QSTec) in 
2014.

QSTec, a member of Qatar Foundation, is 
working on the project that may lead to the 
installation of up to 80 MW of solar technology 
within Qatar’s multibillion-dollar railway 
development. 

The first stage of the MoU will look at 
installing ground and rooftop-mounted solar PV 

installations on the proposed 3 million sq. m rail 
depot facility that will be located near the new 
Hamad International Airport. 

Speaking at the MoU signing ceremony 
at that time, Qatar Rail’s Managing Director 
Eng. Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Turki Al Subaie 
said: “Solar energy development is one of the 
main green aspects of our project and our 
partnership with QSTec helps us improve the 
eco-friendly feature of the rail network adopting 
green building regulations, which consist of 
standards for efficiently using energy and 
water and reducing waste and environmental 
degradation.”

CHARGING STATIONS
The Ras Laffan Industrial City’s Community 
Outreach Programme (RLIC-COP) has 
announced its support for installing ten solar-
powered charging stations for mobile phones 
in three public parks located within Al Shamal 
municipal limits. These charging stations will 
soon be set up in Al Ruwais, Ain Sinan and Abu 
Dhalouf public parks.

The mobile charging station is called the ‘Solar 
Multi-Function Charging Tree’ with each having 
two light poles which can provide eight hours of 
continuous lighting. The nearby beaches in Abu 
Dhalouf and Al Ruwais, will also offer 34 shaded 
areas with solar lights.

The project is part of Al Shamal Municipality’s 
environmental preservation efforts and 
sustainability development initiatives.

The present initiative was established by seven 
leading energy companies operating in RLIC, 
namely Qatar Petroleum, Qatargas, RasGas, Al 
Khaleej Gas, Dolphin Energy, Pearl GTL and Oryx 
GTL. Qatargas is managing the project on behalf 
of the RLIC-COP A boy displaying the solar lantern he built out of recycled material at Shams Generation 

programme organised by Qatar Solar Technologies (QSTec) at Katara Cultural Village

“We already have a solar business in 
Abu Dhabi and are willing to expand our 
operations to Qatar.”

PATRICK POUYANNÈ 
CHAIRMAN AND CEO
TOTAL
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E Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani, who 
was Assistant Foreign Minister 
for International Cooperation 
Affairs, replaced HE Dr Khalid 

bin Mohammed Al Attiyah in a Cabinet reshuffle 
that took place in January this year. Dr Al Attiyah 
was made Minister of State for Defense Affairs.

Another notable change in the ministry was the 
appointment of HE Sultan bin Saad bin Sultan Al 
Muraikhi as Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
in June. HE Al Muraikhi has been serving as the 
Minister’s Assistant for Foreign Affairs since March.

While Qatar had been playing an active role 
in finding a solution to the unrest in Yemen, 
Libya and the ongoing war in Syria, besides 
supporting Palestine in its disputes with Israel, 
the unexpected victory of Donald Trump in the US 
elections is likely to result in many uncertainties if 
the President-elect announces changes in the US 
policy on the Middle East.

NATIONS WARNED
In fact, The Emir, HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani, while speaking at the UN General Assembly 
in September, warned the UN Security Council 

against “selectivity” in addressing world problems, 
particularly those relating to the use of force. He 
highlighted the international community’s failure 
to bring about a just resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and the lack of action in the 
face of violations of so-called red lines in Syria.

Underlining the international community’s 
inaction in relation to protecting civilians, he said: 
“The Syrian regime had deliberately dragged what 
had started as a peaceful uprising into violence. 
Red lines were set for the regime. Yet those who 
demarcated those lines have not felt provoked to 
raise a finger.”

STEADFAST IN ITS 
FOREIGN POLICY
QATAR’S FOREIGN POLICY REMAINED UNCHANGED EVEN AS A NEW 
FOREIGN MINISTER ASSUMED OFFICE.

 “We must be diligent in defining terrorism and standing 
against it, and Qatar supports all efforts to eradicate 
and root out the phenomenon of terrorism, within the 
framework of international legitimacy.”

HIS HIGHNESS SHEIKH TAMIM BIN HAMAD 
AL THANI
THE EMIR
STATE OF QATAR

H
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Everyone knew that the Syrian revolution had 
started as a popular peaceful uprising against 
a repressive dictatorial regime, and that these 
great people have faced killings in peaceful 
demonstrations and torture in prisons without 
being able to defend themselves, he said.

He also said Israel’s violations of Palestinian 
rights and its continuing occupation of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip were based on 
discrimination and racial segregation. “The 
Security Council should impose an international 
consensus on a two-state solution, including the 
establishment of a Palestinian state along the 
pre-1967 lines and with East Jerusalem as its 
capital.  Until such a time, the Arab peoples can’t 
accept any kind of normalisation of relations 
with Israel,” he said.

SHOW DILIGENCE
On combating terrorism, the Emir said that it was 
important for the comity of nations to tackle its 
social roots and the circumstances contributing 
to the promotion of radical ideologies, including 
desperation and lack of opportunity. “We must 
be diligent in defining terrorism and standing 
against it and Qatar supports all efforts to 
eradicate and root out the phenomenon of 
terrorism, within the framework of international 
legitimacy,” he said.

“Our policy rejects radicalism and terrorism 
and, because it is based on our values, culture 
and the teachings of the true Islamic religion, 

we reiterate our support for the efforts exerted 
within the framework of international legitimacy 
to eradicate and root out these phenomena,”  
he added.

However, the real test for Qatar and other 
GCC nations will take place when Donald Trump 
assumes office on January 20 next year. The 
GCC member states want an end to the Syrian 
war and a solution to the unrest in trouble-
torn Yemen and Libya besides the burning  
Palestine issue.

Trump has a different idea and said during 
his election campaign that his government will 
work with Syria and also Russia to wipe out the 
dreaded Islamic State. In an interview with "The 
Wall Street Journal", Trump said, “I have an 
opposite view of many people regarding Syria. 
My attitude is you are fighting Syria, Syria is 
fighting IS, and you have to get rid of IS. Russia 
is totally aligned with Syria, and now you have 
Iran which is also aligned with Syria. If the US 
military attacks the Syrian regime, we end up  
fighting Russia.”

In other words, Trump is unlikely to support the 
GCC countries on Syria, which will be a setback 
to them. But one has to wait for the official 
stance after he becomes the next president of  
the United States. 

ACT FAST
On the other hand, Qatar’s new Foreign Minister 
said that outside powers should act fast to protect 

Syrians as Russian military support to Assad’s 
regime was changing the equation of the war. HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
said that the Friends of Syria Group – an alliance 
of mainly Western and Gulf Arab countries who 
oppose Assad – had since February stopped 
and minimised the supply of weapons to rebels. 
“On the other hand, the regime is continuing to 
receive supplies from its allies, and that is what 
is changing the equation right now, and we hope 
that we can do something to protect them,”  
said the Foreign Minister.

He continued, “We are very much concerned 
that the international community doesn’t have 
a Plan B for the Syrian conflict and the bombing 
and the shelling of the Syrians will continue. We 
need to act very fast to protect the Syrian people.” 
At a conference organised by his ministry, HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
stressed the need to support human rights and 
bolster security for the people of the Middle East 
region and around the world.

“Repression, tyranny, double standards and 
violating human rights and basic freedoms 
constitute the underlying threats to elements of 
human security,” he said.

According to him, achieving peace in the 
volatile Middle East is directly linked to ending 
the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian 
territories, including Jerusalem, and his remarks 
were part of the country's policy statement on 
foreign affairs 
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“We are very much concerned that the international 
community doesn’t have a Plan B for the Syrian conflict 
and the bombing and the shelling of the Syrians will 
continue. We need to act very fast to protect the Syrian 
people.”

HE SHEIKH MOHAMMED BIN ABDULRAHMAN 
AL THANI
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
STATE OF QATAR
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he UK and Qatar are strategic 
partners and have a long  200-year-
old common history, according 
to HE Sharma. "This partnership 
has developed over the years 

with the evolving role of the UK in the region." As 
Qatar is developing now as an independent state, 
the two countries work more closely together in 
various fields including defence, foreign policy, 
culture, education, energy, trade and investment, 
to name a few. The past decade witnessed 
several landmark events that contributed a great 
deal to changing the nature of the relationship 
between the two countries. “That period,” HE the 
ambassador goes on to say, “had witnessed many 
exceptional developments, either in the number 
of Qataris visiting or living in the UK, or haveing 
business relations in our country. It is very rare 
to see a Qatari who doesn’t have a connection 
in one way or another with the UK, having either 
studied in the UK or regularly visited for business 
or trade or through purchase of property; Qatari 
investments in the UK number around QR154.13 
billion (GBP30 billion). On the other hand, there 
are 50,000 Britons living and working in Qatar. 

This figure represents a high increase compared 
to their number ten years ago.”

The ambassador added that one of the major 
landmarks of the Qatari-British relations dates 
back to 2010 when HH the Father Emir made his 
historic visit to the UK. Britain had been seeking to 
establish strong and distinguished relations with 
Qatar on multiple economic, trade, cultural, legal 
and judiciary levels, to make this association one 
of the most important international relations for 
both countries. 

The opening of South Hook Liquefied Natural 
Gas terminal in Wales, one of the distinguished 
Qatari-British partnerships in the field of natural 
gas, has contributed considerably to consolidating 
the ties between the two countries in the last five 
years. These relations have further been confirmed 
by the launch of the Partnership Forum during 
the visit of HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
to Britain in 2014, when he met with HM Queen 
Elizabeth II. The Partnership Forum contributed to 
furthering cooperation between the two parties in 
the political, economic, commercial, security and 
technological fields. HRH the Price of Wales visited 
Qatar several times in the past few years, which 

clearly reflects the development of the relations 
between the two countries.

HE the Ambassador indicated that trade 
exchanges between the two countries increased 
by 20% last year, to stand at QR873.2 billion 
(GBP5.5 billion). He explained that “the UK is 
the largest European exporter to Qatar, while 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and UAE are the largest 
exporters in the region to the UK. We also have 
huge investments here through Shell and British 
Petroleum. Moreover, British businessmen play an 
active role in helping Qatar prepare for the 2022 
FIFA World Cup through presenting designs or 
participating in the infrastructure projects, such 
as the metro project through Qatar Rail.” 

He added that “as real partners, the relations 
between our two countries do not stop at projects 
in the respective countries. Collaborating in 
joint ventures in a third country is also being 
considered, and that is something I hope I can be 
available to witness in the coming period.” He said 
that while Qatar is mostly interested in investing 
in London, he hoped that investments would flow 
towards opportunities in central and northern 
England as well as other parts of the country 

INCREASING 
TRADE EXCHANGES
QATARI-BRITISH RELATIONS GO BACK TO THE BEGINNING OF THE 19TH CENTURY. PROGRESS MET 
WITH HE AJAY SHARMA, THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR TO QATAR, TO EXPLORE HOW THIS HISTORIC 
RELATIONSHIP HAS EVOLVED.

 “The UK and Qatar are strategic partners and have a 
long 200-year-old common history. This partnership has 
developed over the years with the evolving role of the 
UK in the region.”

HE AJAY SHARMA
THE AMBASSADOR TO QATAR
UNITED KINGDOM

T
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rump’s comments against 
Muslims drew ire in the Middle 
East and many countries 
including the GCC member 
states have boycotted the 

products sold by Trump’s companies in their 
jurisdictions. Now that Trump is elected, experts 
feel that government-to-government relations are 
likely to remain coherent as in the past after Trump 
assumes charge early next year.

All said and done, the US-Iran relations are yet 
to be normalised though the Western powers have 
lifted sanctions against the Persian Gulf nation 
and this should be music to the ears of the GCC 
countries, particularly Saudi Arabia, which has 
accused Iran of trying to foment trouble in the 
region and destabilise their governments. 

Donald Trump’s government is expected to 
continue the same policy in the coming years 
and this should keep warm relations with the GCC 
leaders. Trump is also unlikely to move away from 
the US viewpoint on stability and security in the 
region as any policy alteration means conceding 
the US position to Russia in Syria, to China in the 

Indo-Pacific region, and to the Islamist forces in the 
Middle East. All these are considered the strategic 
challenges to US hegemony at present.

HH The Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
was among the first leaders from the region to 
congratulate the US President-elect and hoped 
that the bilateral relations and cooperation 
between the two countries would develop further 
in the coming years. 

The Emir also stressed the importance of 
enhancing joint work to achieve stability and 
security in the region and Trump responded by 
thanking the Emir and stressed his keenness on 
enhancing strategic relations between the two 
countries.

US-QATAR TIES 
Speaking at the breakfast reception hosted by the 
US Embassy in Qatar as the election results started 
pouring in, US Ambassador to Qatar HE Dana Shell 
Smith reassured Qatar that the US would continue 
to maintain strong ties with the country under 
Trump. 

The US remains a steadfast partner of Qatar and 

she would strive to enhance the bilateral relations. 
“The US-Qatar relationship is strong today and 
will continue to be after our next president is 
inaugurated,” she said according to reports.

Senior Vice President – Research with Kuwait-
based Markaz M.R. Raghu said that Qatar’s 
relationship with the US has expanded in the 
past 30 years, starting with hydrocarbon trade 
and expanding to economic, political and  
cultural relationships. 

“Trump’s victory has, however, left many 
puzzling questions on how the relationship with 
the GCC would unravel in the coming years, given 
his preference towards few religions and lack of 
clarity on his policy towards the Middle East,” he 
said. 

Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) has announced 
that it will invest QR127.4 billion ($35 billion) in 
the US in the next five years and it is expected 
that the plans will continue after Trump’s victory,  
he explained. 

However, Trump’s less liberal policy is expected 
to pose turbulent times ahead for Gulf airlines 
including Qatar Airways which was evident when 

QATAR AND THE WORLD

TRUMP, BREXIT 
BENEFIT QATAR
TWO MAJOR RECENT DEVELOPMENTS – THE US ELECTION RESULTS AND BREXIT HAVE 
COME AS A SURPRISE TO THE ENTIRE WORLD AND COUNTRIES, INCLUDING QATAR, ARE 
NOW SLOWLY ADJUSTING TO THE SITUATIONS ARISING OUT OF THEM.

T

“The US-Qatar relationship is strong today and will 
continue to be after our next president in inaugurated.”

HE DANA SHELL SMITH 
US AMBASSADOR TO QATAR 
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the US Department of Transportation (DoT) fined 
Qatar Airways around QR674,000 ($185,000) for 
operating flights in regions in which a Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) flight prohibition was 
in effect while carrying the American Airlines code.

The DoT said that in late 2014 and early 2015, 
some Qatar Airways flights carrying the AA code 
operated in foreign airspace while an FAA flight 
prohibition was in effect. 

By carrying the AA code on flights in airspace 
prohibited by the FAA, Qatar Airways operated 
in violation of the conditions of its statement of 
authorisation and in violation of federal law, the 
DoT said on November 10.

BREXIT BOON FOR QATARIS
Brexit was the other development which shook the 
world markets initially and the situation in the UK 
is still unclear as the majority of people in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and London have been opposing 
Britain’s decision to leave the European Union.

However, this has thrown open an array of 
opportunities to investors to park their money in 
the UK and, for those who are cautious, the US 
markets are another arena for buying assets and 
thriving in the global volatility.

For GCC investors, the region has been in talks 
with the EU for signing a Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) but it has not materialised so far. Now that 
Britain is out of the EU, it has become imperative  
for London to sign as many bilateral trade treaties 
as possible to sustain its exports.

“This presents an opportunity for the region’s 
investors, especially Dubai, as it acts as a trading 
hub for the MENA region as well as a gateway for 
the African continent and Brexit would be helpful 

and positive for the GCC countries,” said Raghu.
According to him, the impact of Brexit on GCC 

countries' investments both in real estate and 
equities would be negative as the total investments 
made by Gulf investors in Britain is said to be about 
QR728 billion ($200 billion), of which 23% (QR163.8 
billion) could be in real estate. Moreover, Britain is 
believed to account for as much as 40% of all Gulf 
investments in European property. 

As of April 2016, Qatar’s total investments in 
Britain were around QR160.16 billion ($44 billion) 
and QIA, which owns properties such as the Shard 
skyscraper, Harrods department store, Olympic 
Village, and complexes in Canary Wharf financial 
district, also holds a stake worth QR19.3 billion 
($5.3 billion) in direct equities which trade on the 
London Stock Exchange. 

“Qatar has the highest investment in the UK 
followed by Kuwait and Abu Dhabi but post-Brexit 
the investment value of QIA declined by 19.5% 
followed by Kuwait Investment Authority by 12.6%. 
Qatar will be largely affected given its quantum 
of investments in Britain’s real estate and equity 
markets while Saudi Arabia would remain less 
affected,” said Raghu.

Citing UNCTAD statistics, Raghu said that 
the volume of trade between Qatar and the UK 
amounted to QR21.11 billion ($5.8 billion) with 
the trade balance favourable towards the UK. 
While Qatar imports automobiles, finished goods, 
chemicals, food and beverages from the UK, the 
latter imports oil and gas from the Gulf nation. 
The volume of trade between the UK and Qatar is 
expected to be positive after Brexit as the UK will 
be looking to increase its trade ties with the region.   

He further said that the impact of Brexit on the 

UK-Qatar relations is expected to be positive on the 
trade front and likely to be negative on investments, 
with the UK equity and real estate markets dipping. 

In the short term, GCC investors with large-scale 
investments in the UK’s real estate would lose 15% 
of their value due to pound depreciation. But in 
the long term, it is expected that the UK economy, 
underpinned by 60 million wealthy consumers and 
a skilled workforce, will have plenty of economic 
opportunities to offer. 

“This suggests that Qatari investors can 
retain their investment strategies towards the 
UK markets, while they could also see further 
strengthening in trade and tourism. Radical 
changes in business strategies in both countries 
are not foreseen given the impact of Brexit on 
Qatar,” added Raghu.

FEARS ALLAYED
Allaying any sort of fears, the British Ambassador 
to Qatar HE Ajay Sharma said that the UK will 
continue to develop its relationship further with 
Qatar in all areas of co-operation, including trade 
and investment, as a result of Brexit.

Addressing a news conference in June this 
year, the Ambassador said that they will continue 
to work on trade and investments. “Qataris have 
invested over £30 billion in the UK and want to see 
that grow in London and outside of London,” he 
said.

“Our relationship is built on history and close 
contacts between our people, and every Qatari has 
a connection with the UK. It is also a relationship 
built on shared objectives and mutual interests, 
and none of that will change as a result of the 
Brexit decision,” he stressed 
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“Trump’s victory has, however, left many puzzling 
questions on how the relationship with the GCC would 
unravel in the coming years, given his preference 
towards few religions and lack of clarity on his policy 
towards the Middle East.”

M R RAGHU
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT – RESEARCH
MARKAZ
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he two countries have, in the 
past years, signed a number of 
agreements and memoranda 
of understanding covering 
economics, technology, 

commerce, culture, sports, aviation, investment 
stimulation and security, forging strategic 
partnerships across these sectors. The State of 
Qatar is the main supplier of liquefied natural gas 
to South Korea in accordance with a long-term 
agreement that secures the stability of energy 
supplies to meet the requirements of industrial 
and residential sectors in the Republic of Korea, 
especially in winter and times of peak demand. 
“The Republic of Korea imports one-third of its 
annual requirements of LNG (13 million tons) 
and 10% of oil (100 million tons) from Qatar. 
Through exchanging the visits between the two 
leaders of the two countries and regular joint 
ministerial meetings since 2012, our relations have 
expanded.”

HE Park Heung Kyeong feels that the historical 
relationship that exists between the two countries 
has evolved organically and passed through the 
major stages of diplomacy since the establishment 
of relations in 1974. “Qatar is the pearl of the Middle 
East in various economic, social and political 

fields. Similarly, South Korea has also taken an 
interesting economic route in the past six decades. 
So it was natural that these similar tendencies and 
developments contribute to enhancing the mutual 
understanding and close relations between the 
two countries,” he says.

TRADE EXCHANGES
According to HE the Ambassador the value of trade 
exchanges between the two countries shrank 
from $26.6 billion in 2014 to $17.1 billion in 2015 
due to lower oil prices. With the expected higher 
oil and gas prices in the near future, this value 
will increase. Korea and Qatar discussed how 
to expand the value of trade between the two 
countries through a supreme joint committee for 
strategic cooperation between the two countries. 

With regard to potential industries and the 
fields in which Korea and Qatar can cooperate, the 
ambassador said, “Since the construction of the 
Sheraton Hotel by a Korean company in the early 
1980s, several construction companies from South 
Korea have participated in various infrastructure 
projects such as Lusail Expressway, Umm Al Houl 
Power and Desalination Plant and Hamad Medical 
City Hospital. Pursuant to Qatar’s economic 
diversification policy, the Korean companies 

continue to invite local companies to participate 
in their projects. Thus it will be possible to increase 
the cooperation in the field of construction and 
the operation of power and desalination plants.” 

In the field of manufacturing, work is underway 
to establish a joint Korean-Qatari investment 
project in Qatar to manufacture light-emitting 
diode (LED) lamps. This will happen in two stages. 
The first stage is to build the plant at a cost of $34 
million with an output capacity of 500 LED units 
annually. The second phase will follow to include 
the installation of packaging machinery for LED 
semiconductor diodes and the establishment of a 
specialised centre for scientific research.

According to HE Kyeong, the embassy 
coordinated with Hamad Medical Corporation in 
the participation of three major Korean hospitals  
at the World Innovation Summit for Health. The 
hospitals have been eager to cooperate with 
their Qatari counterparts in knowledge exchange 
considering a large number of people from the 
Middle East visit Korea for various reasons ranging 
from healthcare to tourism. Statistics indicate 
that about six thousand patients from the Middle 
East received various medical treatments in 
the Republic of Korea last year, including heart 
surgeries, cancer treatments and transplants 

A FRIEND FAR AWAY
QATAR-SOUTH KOREA RELATIONS DEVELOPED NOTICEABLY THROUGH EXCHANGE OF VISITS AT THE 
HIGHEST LEVELS AND PARTICIPATION OF SOUTH KOREAN COMPANIES IN URBAN CONSTRUCTION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN QATAR, SAYS HE PARK HEUNG KYEONG, REPUBLIC OF KOREA’S 
AMBASSADOR TO QATAR.

 “Since the construction of the Sheraton Hotel by a 
Korean company in the early 1980s, several construction 
companies from South Korea have participated 
in various infrastructure projects such as Lusail 
Expressway, Umm Al Houl Power and Desalination Plant 
and Hamad Medical City Hospital.”

HE PARK HEUNG KYEONG
THE AMBASSADOR TO QATAR
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

T
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iplomatic relations 
between Qatar and Belgium 
are expected to grow 
qualitatively as a result of 
the sincere wishes of both 

parties to work together in all fields. The first 
round of political consultations between the two 
countries started on February 17, 2015 based 
on an agreement signed by the Belgian foreign 
minister Didier Reynders during his visit to Doha 
in December 2012. 

HE Christophe Payot, Belgian ambassador to 
Qatar, says that diplomatic relations between 
the two countries were established immediately 
after Qatar had gained its independence in 
1971. Since then the relations between the two 
countries have been developing steadily in all 
fields. The Belgian embassy was opened in Doha 
in the summer of 2006, 10 years ago; and it was 
an outstanding milestone in taking bilateral 
relations between the two countries to a higher 
level.

“Many Belgians contributed to the 
development of Qatar,” he says. “I am not only 
talking about the infrastructure projects that 
our companies are engaged with. We are also 
pioneers in the field of sports. Freddy Herbrand 
came to Doha in the late 1970s to help develop 

athletics in the country. Now Qatari athletes 
are winning medals in the Olympic Games 
tournaments. Later, the legendary bicycle racer 
Eddy Merckx introduced bicycle racing to Qatar. 
This year Qatar marked the 16th anniversary 
of the Tour of Qatar, and the world bicycling 
championship will be held in Qatar in October. 
With regard to soccer, some young Qatari talents 
play for the Belgian club Eupen which Aspire had 
bought. This year Eupen has joined the Belgian 
soccer premier league.” 

The Al Thani family has good personal 
relations with Belgium. HH Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, the Emir of Qatar, had spent so 
many summers in the eastern part of Belgium 
that he was able to learn French there. “Both 
countries, in fact, have a lot in common. Both of 
us are geographically small countries, are open 
to the world, and lie in the heart of strategic 
regions. Thus there is a lot that we can learn from 
each other,” he says. 

The Belgian population in Qatar has increased  
to 700 in recent years, most of whom have had 
work contracts for a few years. Some, however, 
have been working in Qatar for 10 or even 20 
years. The members of the Belgian community 
here are active in all sectors, either with Belgian, 
international or Qatari companies. “Most of them 

live with their families, and are integrated very 
well in the society. Integration for Belgians is 
extremely easy because we are open to others,” 
says HE Payot.

He added, “Belgium has acted for several 
centuries as a point of convergence for the Latin 
and Germanic cultures, with us taking the best 
of both. With globalization, other cultures were 
able to enrich our lifestyle and I am quite sure 
that cultural exchanges are essential not only 
to understand others, but also to understand 
ourselves. We touch up on this everyday in Qatar 
which has a multicultural society.”

Payot thinks that Belgium has a lot to offer in 
the field of tourism. "For those who love nature, 
we have beautiful forests in the southern part of 
the country, in addition to the many things we 
can provide for lovers of hunting. Our culture is 
also very rich, thanks to the 'Cities of Art' such as 
Bruges, with its romantic canals, and Ghent, with 
its numerous museums. Visiting Brussels, the 
capital of Europe, is a must, especially the central 
Old Town and the Grand Place which is the most 
beautiful square in the world. For shopping, 
diamonds in Antwerp are irresistible. And last 
but not least, our cuisine enjoys wide-ranging 
popularity. I am not talking here only about the 
Belgian chocolates and pastries,” he smiles 

BETTER WITH TIME
RELATIONS BETWEEN QATAR AND BELGIUM ARE A GOOD EXAMPLE OF DIPLOMACY THAT GAINS 
MOMENTUM WITH THE PASSAGE OF YEARS DUE TO THE GROWING CONGRUENCE OF VIEWS BETWEEN 
SENIOR OFFICIALS OF BOTH COUNTRIES ON MORE THAN ONE ISSUE, ACCORDING TO HE CHRISTOPHE 
PAYOT, BELGIAN AMBASSADOR TO QATAR.

 “Our countries, in fact, have a lot in common. Both of 
us are geographically small countries, are open to the 
world, and lie in the heart of strategic regions. Thus 
there is a lot that we can learn from each other.”

HE CHRISTOPHE PAYOT
AMBASSADOR TO QATAR
BELGIUM

D
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n spite of the long distance between 
the two countries, common ground 
can still be found between them 
especially considering the large 
Arab community (17 million people 

by some estimates) that lives in Latin America, 
resulting in increased interest in relations with 
the Arab world. The ambassador of the Republic 
of Ecuador in Doha, HE Qablan Abi Saab, says 
that diplomatic relations between his country and 
Qatar was established on June 6, 1975, and have 
been developing steadily ever since. After a visit 
in 2011 by a high-level delegation headed by HE 
Ricardo Patino, the Foreign Minister of Ecuador, 
the Ecuadorian embassy opened in Doha in 
January 2012. On October 31 in the same year, 
Qatar opened its embassy in Quito. 

Since then, the relations between the two 
countries have evolved and flourished. Frequent 
visits have been exchanged, agreements signed, 
and projects considered. One of the most 
significant high-level visits that had the most 
impact in enhancing the ties between the two 
countries was led by HH the Father Emir Sheikh 

Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the then Emir of 
Qatar, on February 2, 2013, accompanied by HE 
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabor Al Thani, the 
then Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs; 
HE Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani; HE Dr Khalid Al 
Attiyah and other ministers and senior officials. 
Another diplomatic milestone was HE Rafael 
Correa’s visit to Doha. The President of Ecuador 
was in Qatar from October 21-23 in 2014 as the 
head of a high-level delegation that included the 
foreign minister of Ecuador along with several 
ministers, businesspeople and senior officials.   

On the commercial relations between the two 
countries, Ambassador Abi Saab says that the 
economy of Ecuador has been rapidly growing 
since 2007 when President Correa came to power 
to lead a peaceful revolution of reform. This 
was beneficial to the country and citizens and 
resulted in economic growth, political stability, 
and reduction of poverty, social gaps and general 
external debt, and enabled the country to engage 
strategic projects especially in the fields of oil, 
energy, transport, communications, education 
and other areas.  

On the investment relations between the two 
countries, ambassador Saab says, “No doubt 
these relations have been considerably developed 
and deepened, though we are still at the beginning 
of the road with vast areas of untapped potential 
for cooperation, that will mutually benefit both 
countries, still to be explored.” With regard to 
trade exchanges, Ecuador is considered to be one 
of the richest countries in the world in terms of 
agriculture. It is, for instance, the largest exporter 
of bananas, hearts of palm, and balsa wood that 
is used in luxurious wood floor tiles. It is also a 
major exporter of cut flowers (especially roses), 
canned fish, tuna, shrimps, several tropical 
fruits, cocoa, coffee, and grains in general, 
besides huge resources of petroleum, gold and 
other minerals. Ecuador provides favourable 
investment conditions, laws and facilities that 
stimulate foreign investments, particularly in oil, 
tourism, banking, housing, communications, and 
real estate and other sectors. The state is keen 
to support the success of these investments by 
securing all the required legal structures and 
taxation privileges 

AN OPEN DOOR INTO A 
PROMISING CONTINENT
QATARI-ECUADORIAN RELATIONS CAN BE DESCRIBED AS AN OPEN DOOR TO THE LATIN CONTINENT 
THAT HOLDS SO MUCH UNTAPPED POTENTIAL FOR QATAR. PROGRESS SPEAKS TO THE AMBASSADOR 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR IN DOHA, HE QABLAN ABI SAAB, ABOUT THE BLOSSOMING 
DIPLOMATIC TIES.

“No doubt our diplomatic relations have been 
considerably developed and deepened, though we 
are still at the beginning of the road with vast areas of 
untapped potential for cooperation, that will mutually 
benefit both countries, still to be explored.”

HE QABLAN ABI SAAB
AMBASSADOR TO QATAR
REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR

I
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E Dr Mohammed Abdul 
Wahed Al Hammadi, Minister 
of Education and Higher 
Education, continued to hold 
his post after the cabinet 

reshuffle in 2016 and gave an indication of 
the reforms and actions that lay ahead of the 
education sector in the country. HE said that the 
ministry will pay regular field visits to schools 
to ensure that the service levels offered are of 
the highest international standards and also 
ensured that schedules and books will be 
delivered to students early to ensure a smooth 
first day of school. The ministry will also be 
carrying out many new initiatives to raise the 
performance of the teachers, improve the quality 
of nutrients the students consume, and direct 
investment in educational infrastructure such as  

school buildings.
HE said that in the coming years they will work 

on attracting distinguished international schools 
to open up in Qatar. The ministry will also revise 
technical education policies and establish more 
technical schools. There are also plans to develop 
electronic education systems for the older 
generation.

HE added that the ministry is also committed 
to facilitating the transfer of students from the 
education system to the labour market more 
efficiently. On the decline in the success rates 
in high schools over the past two years, HE the 
minister said that the phenomenon could largely 
be attributed to the change in marking tests and 
the ministry is working on changing the system as 
the test results of some students did not reflect 
their abilities. One option is to provide academic 

counseling to students.
On higher education, the minister said that 

the policy is to widen the options available 
to students once they finish high school. One 
example of these policies is the ministry’s study 
abroad programme. 

However, the ministry is also keen on improving 
higher education at home. It is currently working 
on legislation charged with improving the quality 
of higher education in Qatar.

On private sector investment in education, the 
ministry has been working with private schools 
to improve their service further. On whether the 
private sector can make a contribution to higher 
education, HE said that the ministry has granted 
some private institutions a licence to provide 
higher education programmes in cooperation 
with international educational institutions.  

INVESTING IN THE 
NEXT GENERATION
GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON EDUCATION IN QATAR HAS CONTINUED TO RISE 
CONCURRENTLY WITH THE GROWING POPULATION AND THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS. 
QATAR IS TO ADD EIGHT TO 12 SCHOOLS WITH A CAPACITY OF 1,500 STUDENTS PER 
YEAR THROUGH TO 2022 TO KEEP UP WITH DEMAND.

H

“The ministry is also committed to facilitating the 
transfer of students from the education system to the 
labour market more efficiently. The ministry will also 
revise technical education policies and establish more 
technical schools.”

HE DR MOHAMMED ABDUL WAHED 
AL HAMMADI
MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION
STATE OF QATAR

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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He stressed that the ministry’s policy is to 
encourage the private sector to establish 
universities in Qatar, as long as it follows the 
standards that guarantee the quality of those 
educational institutions. 

Last year, a ministerial decision was made to 
reform the Scholarships Committee. Additionally, 
new initiatives were launched to provide attractive 
learning resources to diversify the learning 
process for students. The Educational Supervision 
Department produced a new batch of video 
lessons for the first semester of the academic year 
2016-2017. The lessons target Grade 12 students 
(Secondary Certificate) and Grades 3-6 (primary 
stage) and Grade 9 (preparatory stage). Over 4,000 
subscribers were following the lessons and the 
number of views had reached 600,000 inside and 
outside the State of Qatar. Students from the GCC 
Council and the Arab world were accessing the 
lessons for optimal learning. The ministry also 
invited students to take advantage of the video 
lessons, noting that every subscriber will receive 
a notification when new material is uploaded on 
the channel.

HH the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad  
Al Thani patronized the ministry’s ninth 
Education Excellence Day award for the 
previous academic year, reflecting the State’s 
commitment to develop the capacities its 
people, and its keenness to unlock their creativity 
and to encourage individuals and educational 
institutions to improve their performance and 
spread the spirit of fair competition in the field 
of scientific excellence. HH the Emir said that the 
he was keen on meeting the winners to listen to 
their views on the country and development and 
added that Qatar was continuously looking for 
national talent that pushes the country forward 
in all fields. He stressed that while education 
was an important phase, employment after 
graduation was an even more important step 
and HH urged the young to stand resilient in the 
face of bureaucracy to facilitate development 

for their generation and those to follow. During 
the ceremony HH the Emir discussed with the 
winners the recent changes to the cabinet and 
mergers of ministries, saying that these changes 
will improve efficiency and help the country 
achieve its 2030 National Vision. Furthermore, he 
stressed that development projects, spending on 
infrastructure, education and health will remain 
at good levels despite the fall in oil prices. For their 
part, the winners expressed their thanks to HH the 
Emir for attending the event, which reflected his 
commitment to education.

HE Al Hammadi last year conducted an 
inspection visit to the new headquarters of the 
Supreme Education Council in the Al Qutaifya 
region opposite Qatar University. During his visit HE 
met with officials from ASTAD Project Management 
who provided him and his accompanying 
delegation with a detailed explanation on the 
phases and timeline of completing the project. 
The new headquarters of SEC has been designed 
according to state-of-the-art design and includes 
the “Wall of Knowledge”, a double-height internal 
street linking the five buildings around a central 
courtyard. The building will be the new home of 
the 1,664 ministry employees. 

In a press release late last year, Ali Abdullah 
Al Maraghi, the Director of the Human Resources 
and Administration Department at the Ministry 
revealed that the total number of staff in schools 
reached 26,632, while 190 new teachers have 
joined a number of independent schools for the 
academic year 2016-2017. Al Maraghi stated that 
attracting Qataris remains a strategic goal as the 
ministry provides advantages and incentives for 
Qataris to prepare and encourage them financially 
and morally, noting in this context the progress 
made in partnership with the College of Education 
at Qatar University. Meanwhile, the Community 
College of Qatar celebrated the graduation of 
101 students in Cohort 1 and Cohort 2 of the Early 
Years Education Assistant Teacher programme.

The State of Qatar participated in the 10th 

Conference of Arab Education Ministers held 
in Amman on Saturday 10 December, 2016. 
Eighteen Arab countries and several regional 
and international organizations took part in 
the two-day “Evaluation and Development 
of General Examinations in the Arab World” 
conference, while the Qatari delegation was 
chaired by HE Rabea Mohamed Al Kaabi, the 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education and representatives of the 
Ministry and the Qatar National Commission for 
Education, Culture and Science. The conference 
reviewed the recommendations of the 9th 
Ministers of Education Conference and discussed 
the 1998-2014 Public Education Development 
Report and other matters related to improving 
the mechanisms of certificate exchange and 
equivalency for access to higher education in the 
Arab countries.

Last year also saw the successful conclusion 
of the seventh Qatar International Universities 
Fair which was visited by 3,000 students from 
70 independent and private schools. The three-
day fair hosted over 90 local and international 
universities in addition to many businesses, 
relevant educational institutions and consultancy 
firms, etc. including universities from Turkey, New 
Zealand and some Arab countries which were 
participating for the first time. 

The ministry also makes an effort to meet 
regularly with Qatari students studying abroad. 
In an open meeting with Qatari students 
on scholarships at American and Canadian 
universities, HE the minister aimed at checking 
on the conditions and academic affairs of the 
students, and at discussing all their problems 
and working to solve them by appropriate means. 
At the event the minister urged the students to 
diversify their disciplines of study to fulfill the 
requirements of the labour market and to benefit 
from the opportunities and academic options 
provided by the State through the scholarship 
programmes run by the ministry 
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rom Qatar Mobility Innovations 
Center (QMIC) launching 
the region’s first Internet of 
Things (IOT) platform, to Qatar 
Environment and Energy 

Research Institute’s (QEERI) initiatives regarding 
water, and Qatar University’s 3D printing of 
stadium models, technological advancements 
continued to be the way forward.  

Things got up and running with the launch of 
Labeeb, announced during a press conference 
at Qatar Science and Technology Park (QSTP) 
in March. Labeeb IoT is expected to play a 
significant role in enabling developers, start-
ups and enterprises to deploy new services and 
applications that serve different vertical markets 
at a lower R&D cost. The initiative provides 
different software development kits (SDKs), an 
application development environment, and 
online and customised training to facilitate the 
development of IoT services. A number of start-ups 
in and outside Qatar have already started using 

the current version of the Labeeb IoT platform 
to develop their services and applications. In 
addition, it will also be used by students in local 
universities. 

In other news concerning QSTP, Qatar’s 
premier technology park welcomed four new 
tenants – Girnaas, Vetosis, Modus and Iberdola 
– to its premises. Girnaas is the first game 
development studio to be established in Qatar. 
It is a creative and casual mobile games studio 
specialising in exceptional designs that showcase 
the culture, traditions and lifestyle of the Middle 
East to a global audience through an interactive 
and engaging gaming experience. The company 
aims at creating a story every year and promoting 
it through high-quality games. 

Vetosis on the other hand is the only Arab 
company that creates technological solutions 
in the field of veterinary medicine. Mohammed 
Domir is an Algerian veterinarian who discovered 
a new method of diagnosing the injuries of 
animals by the movement of their legs when they 

walk while attached to acceleration sensors on all 
four legs and connecting the sensors wirelessly 
to the computer which analyses movement data 
according to the logarithm that he developed  
in Qatar.

QSTP’s mission is to be recognised as an 
international hub for applied research, innovation 
and entrepreneurship in technology. Additionally, 
QSTP has now taken a hands-on approach to 
encourage technological innovation within the 
country through its different support programmes.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH
Through QEERI, Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU), a member of Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and Community Development, 
was the trendsetter with regard to water-related 
issues at the Qatar Foundation Annual Research 
Conference 2016 (ARC '16).

Dr Saad Y Jasim, Principal Investigator at  QEERI, 
explains how. “Our aim is to explore new sources 
of water, so we are working on projects related 

PROMOTING 
ENTERPRISE
LED BY QATAR FOUNDATION AND THE RESEARCH BODIES UNDER ITS PATRONAGE, RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT SAW A FAIR BIT OF HEADWAY BEING MADE IN 2016.

F
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to water reuse. For example, we treat the existing 
sewage affluent,” said Dr Saad. “We remove some 
of the emerging contaminators and chemicals 
which can accumulate in the ecosystem. You 
need to look at more than 20 years of studies to 
find out about the kind of water that people have 
been exposed to. Unfortunately, at present there 
is no international data on this. These studies 
started only about 15 years ago, so we need to 
develop a database for it. I am not sure whether 
there are any studies on this issue in this region. 
We want to reduce the demand on desalinated 
water as well as ground water. By switching to 
the treated sewage affluent we’re doing a lot of  
water conservation.”

He adds, “Over the next four years in Qatar, we 
will be studying the effect of advanced oxidation. 
Also, the Ministry of Environment in Qatar 
approached us to work with them on this project. 
We are also working with Qatar Cool and Ashghal. 
We have got a PhD student who is working on 
the treated sewage affluent project. We need to 
develop a new generation of scientists.”

QEERI also organised a workshop in December 
to examine the impact of desalinated water. 
Researchers from Qatar, Europe, Asia and North 
America gathered in Doha to discuss the impact 
of desalinated water on public health.

Among those addressing the gathering 
was Basem Shomar, an expert in chemistry of 
desalination technology, who surveyed the 
chemical composition of desalinated water and 
the public’s perception of its safety. Shomar is 
also a professor at QEERI. “When we explore 
the topic of desalinated water, it is important 
that we not only think about the quantity but 
also consider what is clean and safe. The topics 
discussed in this workshop form an important 
element of the overall mission of QEERI and reflect 
the multidisciplinary range of work undertaken at 
the institute,” he said.

Researchers associated with the University 
of Michigan, National University of Singapore, 
University of Cologne, Qinghai University 
and Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar also 
contributed to the workshop.

ENGINEERING INNOVATION
Earlier this year, the College of Engineering at 
Qatar University took innovation to new heights 

with its concept of 3D printing stadium models. 
The researchers at the college turned raw data 
on cooling technology and aerodynamics into 
valuable engineering solutions which help reduce 
the cost and improve the environmental footprint 
of the proposed stadiums for the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar. 

Explaining the process, Dr Saud Abdul Aziz Abdul 
Ghani, professor at the College of Engineering, 
said, “We take about a week to print one stadium 
model. It is a scale model and follows exactly the 

design of the proposed stadiums for the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup. We printed the parts of the stadium 
separately, put them together and then put the 
3D printed stadium model into a wind tunnel for 
aerodynamics testing. The wind tunnel took seven 
months to design and build and is the first of its 
kind in the region.” 

Once inside the wind tunnel, the scale model 
of the stadium is then analysed thoroughly as 
laser beams capture the flow of air over the 
design, with the measurements being processed 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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by the Qatar University team through detailed  
analytics software.

In another interesting development concerning 
Qatar University, a cooling helmet designed and 
developed by researchers in QU has the potential 
to reduce the skin temperature of construction 
workers by up to 10 degrees. According to them, 
this will allow for safer and more comfortable 
working conditions in summer. The solar-powered 
helmet has been rigorously tested, patented 
worldwide and put through the production stage 
in cooperation with the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SCDL) and Aspire. More units 
have now been ordered with the objective to 
incorporate them across SCDL projects in the 
summer months of 2017.

“We were approached by SCDL and Aspire with 
a challenge, and our objective was to reduce 
heat stress and heat strokes for workers in Qatar 
and the rest of the region during the summer 
months,” said Dr Abdul Ghani. “This type of 
body-based cooling technology has been used 
before in US sports for training purposes, but 
we have now developed this innovative solution 
for the construction sector and we believe it has 
the potential to revolutionise the construction 
industry.”

Qatar University was once again in the news 
at the end of the year. According to a study by its 

researchers, the Integrated Seawater Energy and 
Agriculture System (ISEAS) can produce biofuel 
for the aviation sector with fewer greenhouse gas 
emissions than fossil fuels, along with sustainable 
aquaculture food products without freshwater. 
The study was funded by Boeing Corporation 
and a team from Masdar Institute of Science and 
Technology was also involved.

In a new article appearing online in the 
International Journal of Life Cycle Assessment, 
co-authored by QU Centre for Sustainable 
Development research assistant Prof Dr J Jed 
Brown, a life cycle assessment (LCA) of a potential 
ISEAS was conducted. The team quantified the 
energy and material flows throughout the system 
and calculated the resulting net greenhouse 
gas emissions. The LCA results showed that 
the aviation bio-fuel produced from this ISEAS 
system emits up to 68% less greenhouse gases 
compared to fossil jet fuel and yields an overall 
positive net energy balance. 

COLLABORATION IS KEY
In a deal aimed at promoting research and 
innovation, Qatar University and Qatar 
Foundation signed an MoU in December to 
strengthen their existing strategic and research 
collaboration. QF will now collaborate with 
QU in its strategic planning in research tools 

and methods developed by QF R&D such as 
pillar diagnostics, Key Performance Indicators 
(KPI), hotspot analysis and portfolio analysis 
and landscape. “Through this agreement, the 
methods and tools developed by QF R&D to 
support strategic planning and comprehensive 
research analysis will have wider application, 
for the benefit of Qatar, and potential new 
collaborations and avenues of research 
opportunity will open up,” said Dr Hamad 
Al Ibrahim, Executive Vice President, Qatar 
Foundation Research and Development.

Another collaborative project that is making 
slow and steady progress is the groundbreaking 
genome project that was announced a couple 
of years ago. In a move aimed at helping the 
Qatar Genome Programme (QGP) to further its 
progress towards personalised medicine, Qatar 
Biobank collected over 5,000 samples to identify 
genotype-phenotype associations relevant 
to the Qatari population. The research grant 
programme is designed to provide personalised 
healthcare based on an individual’s genetic 
composition. HH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, 
chairperson of QF, announced the completion of 
the pilot phase of the QGP, with 3,000 complete 
genomes sequenced, in her welcome address 
to the World Innovation Summit for Health 2016 
(WISH) in November 
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any feel that the only thing 
in favour of the employees 
which did not exist before 
is that the maximum time 
required to spend in a 

company is five years, after which they can move 
on without a No Objection Certificate (NOC). But 
some feel that there are many riders attached to 
that.   

SOME OF THE MAJOR POINTS REGARDING 
THE NEW SPONSORSHIP LAW ARE:

 Employees can use Metrash, an electronic 
service system, to exit the country

 Employer-employee relations will be 
regulated by a contract signed by both parties 
before the employee enters Qatar

 Definite-term contracts shall not exceed a 
period of five years, and employees with 
indefinite-term contracts can move to another 
company after working for a minimum of five 
years with the first employer

 NOC not required but approval from the 
Ministry of Interior (MOI) and the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Affairs (MOLSA) needed 
to change job after end of contract with the 
previous employer

 The two-year ban on workers who leave the 
country after resigning from their job or at the 
end of their contract does not apply any more

 An expat can also move to another sponsor 
with the approval of MOI and MOLSA if their 
sponsor is dead or the company no longer 
exists

 Fine of up to QR25,000 for keeping passport of 
expatriate employee, but if the worker gives 
permission in writing then the sponsor can 
keep their passport

 A Dispute Resolution Committee will be set 
up to resolve labour-related conflicts within a 
maximum of three weeks

According to the latest development, Law 
No. 1 of 2017 on January 4 reinstated the exit 
permit system. Expatriates will now need to seek 
permission from their employers to leave the 
country. Earlier, under the new law which was 
announced in December 2016, employees would 
only need to inform the employer about their 
desire to exit the country, but apply directly to the 
ministry.

What do employers feel about the latest labour 
law? While the human resource departments 
of some of the companies in Qatar opted to 
stay mum on being contacted, Khalifa Saleh  

Al Haroon, Founder & CEO of the iloveqatar.net 
website, tried to give a balanced point of view.

Haroon defends the contract system, saying: 
“As a business owner myself I have to think about 
people who may accept a job, get the benefits, 
get a free flight to Qatar, have me pay for training 
and then job-hunt somewhere else. So basically 
I’ve paid for someone to find a job in Qatar. Of 
course what protects me is the contract. At the 
end of the day, what protects both the employee 
and the employer is a solid and fair contract." 

Having said that, he also opens up on the 
problems faced by him while dealing with the 
Labour Department. “They make it so difficult 
that as a business owner I am better off sticking 
to a terrible employee than finding someone 
new just because the processes are tedious and 
sometimes complicated. In one case I was denied 
permission to hire a female Canadian and a 
female South Korean and no reason was given for 
it. It should be the law that official organisations 
must provide a satisfactory reason for rejecting a 
candidate." 

Haroon adds that right now recruitment is 
one of the biggest reasons holding Qatar back. 
“The start-up landscape is limited and people 
are less likely to invest in Qatar if things don’t 
change. Setting up a business should give people 
independence and encourage growth within 
the country. Some rules and systems seem to 
discourage that.” 

NEW LABOUR LAW 
COMES INTO FORCE
EVERYBODY SEEMS TO HAVE AN OPINION ABOUT QATAR’S LATEST LABOUR LAW WHICH CAME INTO 
EFFECT FROM DECEMBER 14, 2016.

M
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n Qatar’s 2016 budget health 
spending hit QR20.9 billion ($5.7 
billion) up from QR15.7 billion 
($4.3 billion) in the previous 
budget. On the supply side, a 

government push to upgrade services at public 
hospitals and invest in high-end research is 
helping push up health costs, thus increasing 
the bill for the state — which accounts for 
about 86% of health expenditure in the country, 
according to the World Bank. Alpen Capital’s 
“GCC Healthcare Industry” report published in 
February 2016 forecast that the Qatari healthcare 
market would clock a compound annual growth 
rate of 12.7% in the five years to 2020. Of the total 
reached in 2020, 67% would be for outpatient 

care. Now in the final year of its six-year industry 
blueprint, the National Health Strategy is about 
to be revisited for the next five years and as the 
public sector enters a new cost-optimisation 
phase in the wake of the oil price drop, the 
government is increasingly looking to the private 
sector to fill areas of need. This is opening new 
opportunities for foreign investors and private 
companies. The other themes of NHS 2017-2022 
will include quality and access built on patient 
empowerment, an emphasis on preventing ill 
health, service integration and increased capacity 
in the public and private sectors. The focus for 
the next NHS is to consolidate progress and finish 
what has been started. HH the Emir’s keenness 
on health and education underlines his interest 

in building a fit and educated human being who 
is capable of leading the march of development, 
according to the new Minister of Public Health, HE 
Dr Hanan Mohamed Al Kuwari, who also pointed 
to HH the Emir’s reaffirmation that the second 
national development strategy 2017-2022 focuses 
on executing education and health projects that 
address the needs of citizens in line with the best 
global standards.

As of 2015 life expectancy at birth was 77 years 
for males and 80 for females, according to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). Infectious 
diseases such as HIV and tuberculosis are virtually 
non-existent. The big health challenge lies rather 
with non-communicable diseases (NCDs), which 
cause some 69% of mortalities. The most fatal NCD 

A HEALTHY NATION
A GOVERNMENT RESHUFFLE HAS LENT FRESH IMPETUS TO THE COUNTRY’S PUBLIC 
HEALTHCARE SECTOR, WHICH POWERED AHEAD WITH THE LAUNCH OF SEVERAL NEW 
HOSPITALS IN 2016.

I

“The new Communicable Disease Center will provide a 
dedicated facility for the identification and treatment of 
infectious diseases in Qatar, giving patients direct access 
to the most advanced treatment options available. It 
delivers a key piece of infrastructure in HMC’s facilities 
master plan and helps to meet the country’s growing 
need for specialist healthcare services and faster access 
to care options.”

HE DR HANAN MOHAMED AL KUWARI 
MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
QATAR
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is cardiovascular disease, at 24% of total deaths in 
the country, followed by cancer (18%), diabetes 
(9%) and lung disease (1%), with another 17% 
coming from other NCDs. All told, the WHO reckons 
that the probability of dying in Qatar from one of 
these four main ailments for those aged 30-70 is 
about 1:7. As for adult risk factors, as of 2014 some 
19.8% of the population had diabetes, according 
to the International Diabetes Federation, while 
WHO data shows that 42.3% were obese. A 2013 
survey by the WHO and state authorities showed 
tobacco use at 12.1% among adults.

The government reshuffle of last year also 
impacted the health ministry which was renamed 
from the Supreme Council of Health to the Ministry 
of Public Health (MoPH), it’s new head being HE Dr 
Al Kuwari. The scope and scale of the work ahead 
was significant. According to a government report, 
the number of hospitals and medical centres 

is set to nearly double from 35 in 2014 to 66 by 
2022, while the number of hospital beds will more 
than double from 2,100 to 4,701 in that period. 
These new builds will include seven medical 
care facilities; five health centres and three new 
hospitals for single male labourers; eight HMC 
hospitals; a behavioural disorder centre; and 13 
specialised units for paediatric therapy, blood 
donation and outpatient services. 

A SLEW OF NEW HOSPITALS
The Leabaib, the first health and wellness centre 
in Qatar, was opened towards the end of 2015. 
The 10,000 sqm centre has over 65 clinics and 
treatment rooms, 26 consultant clinics, 10 dental 
clinics, six maternal and child clinics, and three 
physiotherapy clinics. Authorities confirmed that 
the health centre at Al Thumama was opened in 
June 2016, the inaugurations of Rawdat Al Khail 

Health  Centre and Umm Slal Health Centre were 
planned to be held in July 2016, and a number 
of other health centres are to be opened in the 
near future. 

Meanwhile, construction continues on HMC’s 
QR2.4 billion ($658.6 million) Hamad Bin Khalifa 
Medical City, a 227,000 sqm site including 
separate hospitals for women, minimally 
invasive surgery and rehabilitation, as well as a 
research centre. Construction on these facilities 
began in 2011 and reached 80% completion 
in 2015, according to Ashghal. Local media 
reported in May 2016 that Ashghal had finished 
the construction and equipping works for three 
of the  project’s hospitals — the Ambulatory Care 
Centre,  Qatar Rehabilitation Institute, and the 
Women’s Wellness and Research Centre — and 
expected them to be  handed over to the MoPH 
by June 2016. 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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Also in the pipeline were three, 120-bed 
hospitals dedicated to male labourers in Doha 
Industrial Area, Mesaieed Industrial City and 
Ras Laffan, two of which were opened last year. 
The Mesaimeer Workers Health Center and 
its attached Medical Commission Unit (MCU), 
to be operated by Qatar Red Crescent, will 
have the capacity to receive 32,000 visitors per 
month, and an additional 11,000 visitors in the 
MCU. The centre consists of 12 general clinics, 
specialised clinics in the fields of occupational 
medicine, internal medicine, ophthalmology, 
ENT (ear, nose, and throat), chronic diseases, 
dermatology, cardiac diseases, lung diseases, 
and five dental clinics. It includes a bandaging 
and minor surgery room, and an acute cases 
section that includes 12 beds. Moreover, there 
are medical laboratories for vital and chemical 
analyses, blood and microscopic analyses, in 
addition to a radiology section, a pharmacy, 
mental health services, health education 
services, and infectious & communicable 
diseases control. The capacity of the centre’s 
reception is 300 visitors and it also includes a 
lecture hall and administrative offices; the centre 
is built on 13,382 square metres as it also includes 
a mosque, staff accommodation and a cafeteria. 
The Centre’s staff consists of 135 employees, 

80% of which are of medical professions. The 
MCU includes a medical laboratory, a radiology 
section, a reception hall with the capacity of 200 
visitors, and administrative offices. The unit’s 
staff consists of 60 employees, 80% of which are 
of medical professions. The Al Hemaila Medical 
Center for workers in the Industrial Area was the 
second such hospital to be inaugurated in 2016.

A further large-scale project under way is 
the Sidra Medical and Research Centre, a $7.9 
billion hospital in Education City with a three-
fold mission of healthcare provision, medical 
education and biomedical research. Contracts 
to build Sidra — funded by Qatar Foundation, 
a government-affiliated non-profit — were 
awarded in 2008 but reassigned in mid-2014. 
The first clinics in Sidra’s outpatient department 
opened in May 2016. By the end of 2016 the 
outpatient clinic was operating at full capacity, 
treating up to 5,000 patients per week, according 
to Sidra’s CEO, Peter Morris. By November 2016 
the paediatric surgery unit opened, and by June 
2017 the IVF-reproductive unit will be completed. 
The hospital section of the clinic is planned for 
early 2018.

NEW INITIATIVES
The creation of a new national health insurance 

scheme, which is currently being developed 
by the MoPH, is another eagerly awaited 
development in Qatar’s healthcare landscape. 
Early indications suggest the new scheme 
will include the provision of a comprehensive 
healthcare system with a full range of high-
quality healthcare services, as well as ensuring 
easy access to these services by providing the 
patients with multiple options of healthcare 
providers. Qatari nationals are expected to 
be able to access the new health insurance 
scheme in 2017, after the new programme is fully 
approved and its first phase is implemented. 

Another significant initiative is the Clinical 
Information System (CIS), an electronic patient 
records database that was launched in 2012 and 
is being rolled out in phases. As of May 2016 CIS 
had been implemented in eight HMC hospitals, 
paediatric emergency centres, dialysis centres, 
a bone and joint centre, and a number of PHCC 
health centres across the country. 

The MoPH also ran a successful vaccination 
drive that inoculated 166,145 children aged 
between 1 and 13 years against measles, 
mumps and rubella between October and 
November. The campaign activities took place at 
government and private schools and vaccination 
was also given in primary healthcare centres, 
Qatar Petroleum clinics, RasGas AlKhor Medical 
Center and Sidra. A large number of private 
health facilities also participated. The campaign 
was conducted to enhance the MoPH’s efforts to 
eliminate measles from the State of Qatar in line 
with the WHO recommendations.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani 
opened the region’s first Communicable Disease 
Center (CDC) at Hamad Bin Khalifa Medical City. 
The 9,000 square metre purpose-built facility 
has 65 single bedrooms, all with negative 
pressure and 100% fresh air exchange, with the 
capacity to be converted into isolation units in 
case of serious pandemics. The centre offers 
comprehensive inpatient services for infectious 
disease patients who need hospitalization and 
also houses outpatient clinics providing services 
which include pre-marital counseling and 
education for those with infectious diseases 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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WELCOME TO QATAR
AN ACTION-PACKED YEAR OF TOURISM, FESTIVALS AND EVENTS IN QATAR 
IN 2016 HAS SUSTAINED THE MOMENTUM CREATED BY THE LAUNCH OF THE 
TOURISM STRATEGY WHICH AIMED AT SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASING THE 
CONTRIBUTION OF TOURISM DOLLARS TOWARDS THE GDP.

TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORTS
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erhaps the biggest tourism-
related announcement to 
come out of Qatar last year 
was the revised tourism 
visa scheme available 
to passengers transiting 

through Doha in a move to promote Qatar as a 
world-class stopover destination, as presented 
by Qatar Tourism Authority (QTA), Qatar Airways 
and Qatar’s Ministry of Interior. The new transit 
visa structure now allows passengers with a 
minimum transit time of five hours in Hamad 
International Airport (HIA), to stay in Qatar for up 
to 96 hours (four days), without the requirement 
to apply ahead of time for an entry visa. 

This is a significant increase from the previous 
transit visa scheme, which allowed travellers 
with a minimum layover of eight hours to spend 
a maximum of 48 hours (two days) in Qatar. This 
increase is designed to make stopovers easier 
and more attractive to Qatar Airways’ global 
passengers, and aims at delivering additional 
value to the local economy while strengthening 
Qatar’s position as an attractive tourist 
destination. The Qatar transit visa is free of charge 
and available on arrival at HIA to passengers of 
all nationalities, upon confirmation of onward 
journey and completion of passport control 
procedures. All visas are approved and issued at 
the sole discretion of the Ministry of Interior.

PROOF IN NUMBERS
Qatar welcomed 2.18 million visitors in the 
first nine months of 2016, including 1,087,846 
GCC nationals, according to QTA’s Tourism 
Performance Summary for the third quarter of 
2016. Saudi Arabia remains the largest source 
market and is also responsible for the bulk of the 
growth recorded in the number of GCC visitor 
arrivals, up 7% from 2015. A total of 746,598 
Saudi visitors arrived in Qatar between January 
and September 2016; an 8% increase compared 
to the same period last year. Substantial 
growth also was evident from the United Arab 
Emirates (17%), while arrivals from Bahrain and 
Kuwait showed an increase rate of 3% and 2%, 
respectively. 

According to the report, visitor arrivals growth 
during the third quarter of 2016 has increased in 
comparison to Q1 and Q2. This reflects, in part, 

the impact of the two Eid Celebrations in Qatar 
events and the Qatar Summer Festival that 
took place through the whole month of August, 
helping to attract visitors in a typically off-peak 
season for Qatar. Upward trends in visitor arrivals 
in recent months tend to reflect optimism as a 
further growth rate was expected, driven in part 
by the beginning of the cruise season, which 
was the busiest one in Qatar so far. Officials 
from Qatar Ports Management Company (Mwani 
Qatar) said that Qatar is booked to receive 
30 cruise ships in the 2016/17 tourist season 
(October-April), up from eight the previous year. If 
all goes according to plan, this could bring more 
than 50,000 tourists to Doha’s shores that season 
and more than 130,000 the following year. These 
ships docked for the first time at the Doha Port 
near the Museum of Islamic Art after the Hamad 
Port became fully operational this year, freeing 
up this inner-city port.

Meanwhile, hotel occupancy and average 
room rates werelower compared to the same 
period in 2015 with an average of 61% across 
all hotels and hotel apartments through the 
end of Q3 2016. The decline comes after a 7.1% 
net increase in the number of available rooms. 
Average room rates (ARR) across all hotels and 
hotel apartments was QR491, and revenue per 
available room (RevPAR) was QR300. Consistent 
with usual trends, the highest ARR and RevPAR 
levels continue to be recorded by the 5-Star and 
Deluxe Hotel Apartment segments.

.
EXPANDING PRESENCE
QTA is continuing efforts to attract regional and 
international visitors, through placing special 
emphasis on working with investors and partners 
to diversify Qatar’s tourism products. Efforts 
include broadening QTA’s international presence, 
particularly in markets that are expected to 
increase the arrivals to Qatar in the coming 
years. In this past quarter, QTA has opened 
representative offices in Istanbul and New York, 
bringing the total number of QTA’s international 
offices to eight. QTA is also hosting events like 
"Qatar Day" in Milan, an event to introduce key 
Italian tour operators, travel professionals, and 
travel media to Qatar’s tourist offerings. 

In a bid to ensure tourists and visitors enjoy a 
warm welcome and seamless visitor experience, 

P
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QTA announced the opening of several tourism 
information centres and kiosks at the various 
ports of entry to Qatar. These openings came as 
the country received large numbers of visitors, 
thanks to the numerous ongoing festivals that 
took place this winter, including Shop Qatar, 
Souq Waqif Festival, Katara Winter Festival 
and Souq Al Wakrah Spring Festival, which are 
targeting tourists from neighbouring countries. 

QTA’s Tourism Information Centre at the Abu 
Samra crossing caters to those arriving to Qatar 
through its border with Saudi Arabia. Another QTA 
kiosk has opened in the transit area of HIA, offering 
an opportunity to the 30 million travellers passing 
through it. The opening of the kiosk follows the 
recent introduction of a complimentary transit 
visa, which allows passengers of all nationalities 
with a minimum transit time of five hours at HIA 
to stay in Qatar for up to four days. An information 
desk has also been established at Doha Port, 
giving cruise visitors access to information about 
Qatar’s must-see tourism landmarks immediately 
after they disembark. 

Throughout Qatar Business Incubation Centre, 
entrepreneurs were, for the first time, able to 
pitch to be incubated in a specialised incubator, 
QBIC Tourism. Through QBIC Tourism, QTA will 
provide guidance to entrepreneurs to support 

them as they introduce creative business ideas 
to the market that enrich the visitor experience 
across various areas, including: Business Events, 
Urban and Family Entertainment, Family 
Recreation and Sports Tourism, and Culture and  
Heritage Products.

Meanwhile, QTA’s short film The Essence of 
Qatar, which offers an immersive, cinematic 
experience showcasing Qatar’s breathtaking 
cultural heritage, exhilarating tourist attractions 
and universal human aspirations, won the highly 
coveted Gold Medal at the New York Festivals 
event, which recognises the world’s best work 
in TV and film, this week. The three-minute film 
was first released in November 2015 as part of 
the unveiling of the Qatar Destination Brand, 
enhancing and accelerating efforts to promote 
the nation as a tourist destination abroad.

FESTIVALS GALORE
Under the slogan "A Brand New Tradition", the 
first edition of Shop Qatar kicked off in January 
2017 with discounts on popular brands, cash 
prizes worth up to QR4 million, special offers 
on flights and hotel bookings, and a colourful 
schedule of entertainment featuring the 
Broadway musical Cats, live music concerts and 
15 stand-up comedy acts as part of the Doha 

Comedy Festival. The festival, which was held 
from January 7 to February 7, was announced 
towards the end of last year by QTA and festival 
partners including Mall of Qatar, Qatar Airways 
and Ezdan World. Retail outlets around the 
country provided discounts of up to 50% on 
a range of consumer goods including clothes, 
electronics, cosmetics and accessories for men, 
women and children. In addition to Mall of Qatar, 
which opened towards the end of last year to 
become the largest shopping and entertainment 
hub in the nation, participating malls included 
Ezdan Mall, Hyatt Plaza, AlKhor Mall, Lagoona 
Mall, Gulf Mall, Landmark Mall, Dar Al Salam Mall, 
The Gate and The Pearl-Qatar. 

The 7th Qatar International Food Festival 
(QIFF) was bigger and better than ever with food 
trucks from Qatar and around the region adding a 
new urban feel to this popular annual event. The 
12 food trucks were featured at the QIFF satellite 
experience in The Pearl-Qatar, which joined 
Katara Cultural Village as one of the festival’s new 
locations last year.

The first-ever Match of Champions attracted 
thousands of football fans, and is estimated to 
have brought over 5,000 international visitors 
to Qatar — particularly from the neighbouring 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia — and to have 
generated an estimated QR9.6 million for the local 
economy. The large number of football fans that 
visited Qatar to attend the Match of Champions 
illustrates the value that sporting events can have 
for the tourism sector in Qatar, according to a 
senior QTA official commenting on the friendly 
between FC Barcelona and Al Ahli SC, which 
took place at Doha’s Al Gharafa Stadium. Qatar 
also hosted the Italian Super Cup (Supercoppa 
Italiana) final between Juventus and AC Milan at 
the Jassim bin Hamad Stadium.

In collaboration with the Qatar National Day 
Organizing Committee, QTA provided guided 
tours of Darb Al Saai throughout QND celebrations 
which were extended last year. The tours went to 
Darb Al Saai on board the Doha Bus, departing 
from key landmarks including Souq Waqif, Aspire 
Park, Sheraton Park and The Pearl-Qatar. A team 
of tour guides received visitors at Darb Al Saai 
to show them around the various activities, and 
explain the significance of each in the context of 
Qatar’s history, traditions, and heritage 

TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORTS
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s Qatar marches ahead even 
in times of economic strains, 
its cultural programmes and 
education of the masses 
through its arts initiatives are 

always given the due they deserve. Qatar Museums 
looks at integrating life in Qatar with art and all its 
programmes are dedicated to help the common 

man in appreciating art through education. The 
most interesting show of 2016 was the exhibition of 
500 works of Dia AlAzzawi, the major modern artist 
of the Arab world, at two locations in Doha– Mathaf: 
Arab Museums of Modern Art and Qatar Museums 
Gallery Al Riwaq. The retrospective traced the  
trajectory of the artist’s work  and it began at Mathaf 
with a survey of the artist’s early engagement with 

historical and popular source, in order to trace the 
consequences of his encounters with Arab poets, 
among them Mahmoud Darwish, Fadhil AlAzzawi, 
Saadi Youssef and Muzaffar Al Nawab. 

The second part of the exhibition at Al Riwaq 
profiled the relationship between art and politics 
that emerged in his work  after 1968. 

Another exhibition, though not as large as the 

AN ART 
CONGREGATION
IN THE YEAR 2016, QATAR MUSEUMS BROUGHT TOGETHER A STRING OF 
ACTIVITIES AND EXHIBITIONS TO MAKE ART AN EVERYDAY AFFAIR FOR 
THE RESIDENTS OF THE COUNTRY.

A
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Al Azzawi retrospect in conjunction with the 2016 
Year of Culture dedicated to connecting people 
in Qatar and the People’s Republic of China, was 
the second most interesting art congregation with 
15 contemporary Chinese artists coming together 
at the Al Riwaq hall. Curated by internationally 
acclaimed New York-based Chinese artist Cai Guo-
Qiang, who had already made a mark in Doha with 
his gunpowder explosion art form, each of the 15 
art forms was unique in content and context.

Artworks exemplified each and every artist’s 
unique artistic language and their methodology 
was displayed in individual galleries with a 
curatorial approach highlighting the distinctive 
creative pursuit of each individual participant.

RESIDENCE PROGRAMMES
Another programme to infuse the Qatari population 
with creative ventures is the intensive nine-month 
Fire Station Artist in Residence programme for 

artists who are residents in Qatar. During this time, 
the artists move into the studios, collaborate with 
fellow creatives and develop their own technique. 
They meet curators, access all exhibitions and are 
encouraged to join lectures.

They benefit from weekly mentoring sessions 
and meet art professionals from all over the world 
while representing Qatar in the international 
cultural community. The initiative demonstrates 
the Museums commitment to nurturing emerging 
talent. This programme culminates in an exhibition 
featuring works by local contemporary artists 
who have been working in the artist’s studios and 
spaces at the Fire Station.

The exhibition showcases new work and projects 
created by the artists during their residency 
period, shedding light on the development of their 
innovative ideas and diverse studio practices. 
Photographic, sculptural, and installation-based 
artworks fill the Garage Gallery and showcase 

these talented artists. The exhibition also provides 
a unique opportunity for the resident artists to 
establish connections with both local and regional 
galleries and art professionals, and to engage 
in critical dialogue and discussion with a wide  
public audience.

PUBLIC ART GAINS SPACE
Qatar Museums believes not just in education of 
the masses through exhibitions but also through 
the medium of public art which makes sure that 
the public interacts and familiarizing itself with the 
concept of art in life.

The latest installation has been at Hamad 
International Airport (HIA) which unveiled two 
iconic sculptures designed by Al Azzawi for 
passengers to enjoy while flying in and out of the 
airport.

Titled "Flying Man", Dia Al Azzawi’s unique 
sculptures will now join the growing and 

TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORTS



111

PROGRESS 2016-2017

outstanding collection of paintings and 
installations by local and international artists  
at HIA. 

The sculptures are based on the story of Abu 
Firnas, a historical figure from the Islamic world 
who was an early pioneer in experimenting with 
flight. Through these sculptures, Al Azzawi aims 
at creating a monument to celebrate travelling in 
the modern age. The two tall cylinder sculptures 
are inspired by the pillars that appeared in 
Mesopotamia, an ancient region, in the third 
century B.C.

The airport installation as part of the major 
retrospective exhibition of Al Azzawi's work at 
Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art and QM 
Gallery Al Riwaq, an exhibition that is going on till 
16 April 2017.

Two other installations were made at the 
HIA at the beginning of 2016:,one of them is “Al 
Koora” a project developed by the ROTA Volunteer 

programme. Forty children with special needs 
from seven different institutions collaborated 
with students from Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Qatar (VCU-Q) and aspiring artists to 
create a work of art that represents Qatar through 
different elements. This reflects both the character 
of its people and its natural environment– in 
the past, present and future. Several paintings, 
drawings and poems were assembled to form this 
iconic standing landmark, created as a gesture 
of gratitude to His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani, the Father Emir of Qatar, for 
winning the 2022 FIFA World Cup Qatar(tm) bid.

The other installation is by acclaimed Qatari 
artist Ali Hassan. His “Desert Horse” captures 
the history and the spirit of travel in Qatar in the 
past. The iconic sculpture, measuring 8m x 6m, 
was created using a range of intricate sculpting 
techniques to closely interpret the spirit of travel 
and the flow of movement and to illustrate how 

the Bedouins travelled in history. The artwork is 
an interpretation of the iconic desert horse and 
represents different forms of the Arabic letter “ن” 
(“n”).

According to QM, it has worked with local, 
regional and international artists for over six 
years to commission and acquire artworks for key 
locations in and around HIA. The art comprises 
a mix of site-specific creations as well as pieces 
which have been carefully selected for the airport. 
The first international installation, “Lamp Bear” 
by Swiss artist Urs Fischer, was installed in a 
prominent location in the centre of the airport. 
Dutch artist Tom Claassen has produced a series 
of sculptures of the oryx, an antelope native to the 
Arabian Peninsula, which appear as a herd in the 
arrivals hall of the airport. The airport currently 
also houses “Arctic Nurseries of El Dorado” by 
British artist Marc Quinn, and “Untitled” by Italian 
artist Rudolf Stingel 

TOURISM, CULTURE AND SPORTS
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he new Ministry of Culture 
and Sports (MCS) was created 
last year when the Ministry 
of Culture, Arts and Heritage 
was merged with the Ministry 

of Youth and Sports, tasked with developing a 
sporting culture among Qatari citizens. Led by HE 
Salah bin Ghanem bin Nasser Al Ali, the ministry 
promotes sports by encouraging school athletics, 
organising activities, and regulating sports and 

youth associations. It currently administers more 
than 15 sports clubs across Qatar’s municipalities.

OLYMPIC FEAT
The Qatari Olympic team comprised 38 athletes 
including Aspire Academy graduates Mutaz Essa 
Barshim, Ashraf Elseify, Abubaker Haidar and 
Ahmad Bader Magour. This was Qatar’s biggest 
delegation to the Olympic Games since its debut 
in Los Angeles in 1984, with athletes competing 

in swimming, shooting, handball, equestrian, 
table tennis and judo. Qatar’s Equestrian show 
jumping team made history when they become 
the first-ever Qatari equestrian team to compete 
in an Olympic Games. To support its athletes 
on their journey in Rio, the Qatar Olympic 
Committee  (QOC) launched the #YallaQatar 
campaign across its social media channels with 
the aim of showcasing Qatar’s athletes and their 
incredible feats. The  Olympic Dreams film series 

NEW HEIGHTS
THE MEDAL HAUL AT THE OLYMPICS AND PARALYMPICS IN BRAZIL LAST YEAR 
WAS JUST THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG WHEN IT COMES TO QATAR’S SPORTING 
AMBITIONS.

T
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profiled each team and athlete, and explored the 
highs, lows, motivations and dreams of Qatar’s 
Olympians. Ultimately, Rio 2016 was considered 
a success for Qatar thanks to Mutaz Barshim’s 
spectacular silver medal performance. The athlete 
also holds the record for the second highest jump 
in history with 2.43 metres.

The Rio 2016 Paralympic Games also ended on 
a high note for Team Qatar which won two silver 
medals thanks to the incredible performances 
of Abdelrahman Abdelqader and Sara Masoud. 
Abdelqader took home Qatar’s first-ever 
Paralympic medal after an incredibly difficult shot 

put final in the Olympic Stadium in Rio de Janeiro. 
This was the first ever Paralympic medal for Team 
Qatar since their Paralympic debut in the 1996 
Atlanta Games. Meanwhile, Masoud also went 
down in the history books as Qatar’s first ever 
female Paralympic medallist after winning silver 
in shot put, while Qatari swimmer Nada Arakji will 
once again make history as the first female athlete 
to represent Qatar twice in the Olympics. Arakji 
wrote herself into the history books at the London 
2012 Games when she became Qatar’s first-ever 
female Olympian.

Apart from achievements on the track, 

Qatar also succeeded in showcasing its famed 
hospitality in Brazil through Bayt Qatar. QOC’s 
hospitality house for the Rio 2016 Olympics was 
sold out until the end of the Games, with proceeds 
going to a Brazilian NGO. It showcased Qatar’s 
culture, heritage and passion for sports and 
offered visitors exciting daily activities including 
Arabic calligraphy, basket weaving and henna 
hand painting in the Souq area. Guests were 
also treated to a Qatari fashion show, a fine-
dining experience provided by world-renowned 
chefs and an intimate performance by the Doha  
String Quartet. 
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ALL THE RIGHT REASONS
The Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy 
(SC) was in the news last year for all the right 
reasons. It is the body not only responsible 
for delivering 2022 FIFA World Cup projects, 
but also for ensuring that Qatar enjoys lasting 
social and economic benefits from the event. 
The most ambitious outreach programme 
it runs–Challenge 22–received hundreds 
of submissions, 76 of which have qualified 
for Round 2. The innovation award aims at 
attracting innovators and entrepreneurs to 
support and nurture ideas that could potentially 
serve as innovative solutions for the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup Qatar, as well as contributing to the 

organisation of other major events and their 
sustainable impact on Arab societies. 

The year 2016 ended with a real heart-
warming moment which made headlines in 
media outlets worldwide and captured the 
imagination of social media users, as six-year-
old Afghan fan Murtaza Ahmadi finally met 
his hero Lionel Messi in Qatar. The SC invited 
Murtaza to Doha for a friendly between FC 
Barcelona and Al Ahli of Saudi Arabia, and 
arranged for the youngster to walk out onto the 
pitch ahead of the match, holding the hand of 
the Argentine superstar.

The SC is also planning to roll out an 
innovative cooled helmet designed and 

developed by leading researchers in Qatar 
in the coming summer. This helmet has the 
potential to significantly reduce the skin 
temperature of construction workers by up to 
10 degrees centigrade and will allow for safer 
and more comfortable working conditions in 
the summer months, according to researchers 
working on the new system at Qatar University. 
The solar-powered helmet has been rigorously 
tested, patented worldwide and put through 
the production stage by a group of Doha-
based scientists in cooperation with the SC and 
Aspire Zone Foundation. More units have now 
been ordered with the objective to incorporate 
them for the coming summer period across SC 
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projects. Meanwhile, the 2016 Workers Cup was 
the most successful edition yet, with 11,050 
spectators watching the final on May 6.

STADIA UPDATE
Qatar’s historic Khalifa International Stadium 
will be the first proposed host venue to be 
completed in the first quarter of 2017. The 
60,000-seat stadium is the future home of 
Al Khor Sports Club, and is a proposed host 
venue up to the semi-final matches. The 
stadium’s design mirrors the Bedouin tents 
often used in the  region that are  a symbol 
of Qatari hospitality. The Qatar Foundation 
Stadium located in Education City is scheduled 

for completion by the end of 2019. The 
construction activities here made news this 
year when one of the rock types found under 
the stadium as machines dug 17 metres deep 
for the foundation was discovered to be over 20 
million years old.

At Al Wakrah Stadium, a 40,000-seater venue 
that will host matches up to the quarter-final 
stage, the main contractor has come on board 
and is currently preparing the stadium design to 
be issued for construction, with the foundation 
works progressing well. Designed by the late 
Zaha Hadid, the venue is inspired by traditional 
dhow boats used in areas in fishing towns like Al 
Wakrah. The Al Rayyan Stadium is the proposed 

host venue up to the quarter-finals of the World 
Cup and will be the new home of current Qatar 
Stars League champions Al Rayyan Club. 

Construction on the venue of the opening  
matches and Final of the World Cup, 
the 80,000-seater Lusail Stadium, is also 
progressing well. The stadium placed within 
Lusail City is expected to be completed by 
the end of 2020. The location of the seventh 
stadium venue was announced as the Ras Abu 
Aboud area of Doha. Arab Engineering Bureau 
(AEB), the oldest architectural and engineering 
consulting firm in Qatar, was appointed as the 
Design Consultant for the eighth proposed host 
venue which will be located in Al Thumama 
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FC Barcelona’s Andres Iniesta holds an 18-karat gold cup which was presented to the team 
following a friendly football match between FC Barcelona and Saudi Arabia’s Al Ahli FC on 
December 13 in Doha. Goals from Luiz Suarez, Lionel Messi and Neymar helped Barcelona beat 
Saudi champions Al Ahli 5-3 in a thrilling friendly. The superstar trio all scored by the 17th minute, 
helping the Spanish giants to stroll into an early three-goal lead. 

AC Milan’s players celebrate winning against 
Juventus during the Italian Super Cup final match 
in Doha on December 23. AC Milan beat Juventus 
in a penalty shoot-out, the first trophy the 
Rossoneri have won since 2011.

Toyota’s pilot Nasser Al Attiyah 
of Qatar and his co-pilot 
Matthieu Baumel of France 
compete during the 2017 Dakar 
Rally Stage 1 between Asuncion 
and Resistencia, in Argentina, on 
January 2.

Hina Hayata of Japan hits a return to Doo Hoi Kem of Hong 
Kong during their women’s U21 singles final match of the Qatar 
2016 ITTF World Tour Grand Finals on December 11 in Doha. 
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THE SPORTING HUB
QATAR PLAYED HOST TO A NUMBER OF PRESTIGIOUS 
SPORTING EVENTS OVER THE COOL WINTER MONTHS EVEN AS 
QATARI ATHELETES MADE THE COUNTRY PROUD IN VARIOUS 
TOURNAMENTS AROUND THE WORLD.
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The Commercial Bank Qatar 
Masters was held at Doha 
Golf Club in January. South 
Korea’s Wang Jeunghun 
emerged victorious during 
this year’s tournament.

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic poses 
with the winner’s trophy after 
beating Britain’s Andy Murray 
during their final tennis match 
at the ATP Qatar Open.

Bayern Munich’s 
Polish forward Robert 
Lewandowski takes part 
in a training session at 
the Aspire Academy. A 
few weeks ago Hamad 
International Airport 
signed on as a corporate 
sponsor of the European 
club.

Qatar’s centre back Kamal Mallash works around 
Argentina’s wing Pablo Vainstein during the 25th IHF 
Men’s World Championship 2017 Group D handball 
match Qatar vs Argentina at the AccorHotels Arena 
in Paris.
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Despite rainy weather, Doha 
residents turned up in great 
numbers to participate in various 
National Sports Day 2016 events 
around the city. a number of sports 
and fitness events were held in 
public spaces like parks, malls and 
sports clubs. Team Qatar’s Rio 2016 
Olympic and Paralympic athletes 
joined celebrations at the various 
national federations to share their 
experiences and inspire visitors.

RAIN OR SHINE
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Although Qatar National Day 2016 celebrations were cancelled across 
the state in solidarity with the people of Aleppo, Darb Al Saai brought 
thousands of visitors together to engage in various activities and also 
donate for a cause. A massive fundraising event in collaboration with 
five leading Qatari charities was held by the National Day organizing 
committee. Over 100 boxes were installed at the venue to receive cash 
donations, besides special boxes for donations in kind and more than 
QR250 million was raised in less than six hours to support the Syrians in 
the besieged city of Aleppo. 

IN SOLIDARITY


